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Froi?/' the Ro/^: Zj^annilkij to ]Maanthirj’'a, 

Pfv^A. isE to VaruiTlirJ uudctMlic guidance 
of wbojc 'potent atTri^^ivliokf thy Lacnd, 
fuiTouncied by the uillovvN qL tL ^^‘inig'Ai.y 
ocean. 

The most s;ihliine o'j'jrcts alone'])res'ent 
tlienr'^elves to my vie\^. Above is 'he 
azufe •canopy ot* heavtp, in A^>5ch the 
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«j;o]d-cr(AvnC(^ (4 H)r ad 

\ aiKcs t,hc* .slaii^rc^ of l/s/M johtiic^ aiu! 
without rivai or' roftlpLldo a tuijoys [he soli* 
tar\ i>rau(l(‘iir of iinpeyal stale. Bchm /s 
the* hoiiTidh^ss (Wpansf of waters, the 
gaeu:at('(( waves of*\\hieh, lihe 'MKv‘‘.;‘hiejs of 
bonu* i>;real rej)ul)he. aiteniately ri ic ’oio 
the luajesty power, and letire jnto l|ic 
peace oi ohscurity 

I'Voni tlie l>ci.evolence and friendship of 
('aptain (irc\, 1 received cvciy assislanc'c 
in preparing for niy ^ and procured 

evfi.y ncressary UkiI < (}u 1(L Mui to ib, com- 
fort. I has.c also iVoin !)im LMc’s <ef inl^'"' 
d-'ict ;: )!! to his frijCndsi^ with a sketch of the 
cKarae’va r^r'eaidi , \s\> (hat J sji.all lave tlie 
ac^aanteV oi' a/sort of piT*acquain lance ir 
a hind of sfrangers. Fr«:n Morton, 1 have 
rtyaived letters for his inotliva* and sisters, 
accomjl^hiied h^ \ some valuable presents 
wuicl) the geneTOfts hand of Grey enabled 
him to pfeyiirc for, them. 



Djis s o^ng / jKii) l*as 2 prr> 

gresi. ni my - l«si> .iniiid ^cc'in*'. ton^Kaf 

ior the resi<]ciH'J oV vji i ii<- : 1105* fiu're l*iV 

ir;is<)ii *lo a^)|'ielu'i\ii 4{Kit the lieadsl roii^ 

• • • • _ % 

j>as.sioiis (h youth wiUwer.hf able lo drive 

f ha\»* r»ol ibrgottcai ihc ‘ister of rny* 
fricinh ^he long lainenle’d Peic'\. I'or hei 
i haw nnide a ^elcciio-n of wha^awr I 
ri^oiight cguld i)e aedt'j>lahh‘<^ and ' i lit' idea 
o*f |>u'sc'ntiiig it in ^xahoi/, ^ifnads gacal I'le-' 
liglil ^yf iny mijid " --J<;o-dossj whom, a^^ 
weihas^o »ny other servants., 1 ga^\ e the 
liberijy oi ning lo Kultajicr, so (;^i 
iitasllv entrt‘aU‘(Uflg-^k*a\e t(#Vica()ni})an3 my, 
ifjat iy.mnsenled ' jnoP^dhC), their ^yn de- 
sire, have lse])l two inaft* oi' my i\un 
ad of' who%c s^’r^iees *l fimi vjery usetid to 
nu: in this «d^'ating 'caatle ; wdicre, in .spite.* 
of' e\ ( ry prer^iut ioil, l: a)j#tess, m<in\ vilungs 
ou;-:.., .usgusting tirdeiTcaey, and abtio 4 ieiiL"“ 
to the ii«5ce feelii?g.s.of propiieky,. 



i wah to slv^p ^iscj^ 

I\J< l ion,.’ and sonie.olhnr h^tnuls, who harr 
dr^l ino'n'.sjit'd ihe.niseU es H/ tlichi parl irulas: 
kiinl^w^s to me, (j^^joper, wild and 

^ 41 r 

eccentric as would not. suffer *nic tcD 

depart wilJioul sontc' token dtj bi^. h.7ppn\s>. 
IK I nought nte a cap lined v.dtb. ilie 
hir, winch told me would be ol* serv let 
in the cold climate I was about to eh 
COlllltCx. 

'The pang* of . lenret; penetrated iny iuaru 
when 1 bade the last farewe;U to the..c ami- 
able ijieiuls^ but when the shjp vva> put in 
ntotioiu and I saw those bieJ5t-.^]|Oiy\s, 'Hhf 
favoured scats (d tip* India/' recede 

trorn .n.^v , sight; my Tieatk.grew'^ faint .^vitlhi^ 
me, hd V||} p^y yhdjsoph}' was insuificieix^ 
to r^din igorpte my sinking couj age,, 


Sickness in a time U‘4^k from me 

The ^ power of thin\ing. I hawusttiTer^ed 
under it : c yev'erely, that J have ' hitherto 



been unable enjoy . he ’society of my fel- 
low* passenger«\ the 'fefnale part of wrioiii 
are stih omjkmid to* tlie*ir aparlmeiils, . by 
tfic cTiicJ . effect. IS haysea^ tJie m(>.S!*t; 
intolelabje of^ali tii'^eio'^es !vl^j>on the (tinK’ 
fer-e\tK' i‘ haVe nlet the husband of one of 

ladies/’ who* was — of . 

in v;Jiich stati^a lie aetjuix'd a fortune,, 
winch, •lliOLigJi not tlie tenth of I he sum 
that a Mussulniam Dewan would iiave ac-^ 
(jffired, will, I am told, ^:)d siH'licic nt 16 give 
liiin chs! hictioii ‘in*liis o\nT country. Tht' 
coininaiiiJer of**the slhji, thofigh among hi.s 
ingn’ he appcf^rs Ijkc a lion of die* hn'cst, 
lo iii^ pwssMfgt rs gentle as this deer of Kic 

Tno'untain. I havd^alrcfalv^-becn !r4.ix:tLin' 

\ * . . a* ^ 

debtea; lo^ jiis poiitcri'ess and ei ,-< 113 '., I 

have tjie same acknoyvlyd.g^iv,':;!' t(^^unakc 

to tlie surgeon* ajuj'oiing Tnan, •wliosc (yiiek 

and peiietra^iHg €\c gives tlie jiromise o" 

gemus, and vjisi'CJtnme'nl* 



Timv, that giea'l * ]^hysici:^n, ha 

.some degree ^Vec-oixalca! stomaclf.'^ t'/ 
fjK' /iH)1 i()n^(^f‘ the vxssei/ 1 liave had llit 
pleasure of b(ung ijitroduced io^llu^ hiir 
com pa m oils (xf oin' \ (;vage\ wlio art‘ ihive 
ill numhcK 

The hrst, is tlw wd<; ol’ Dc^'vaii ; liei 

J(‘a’iui e^ aie 1 t‘gulaK hut ijo nisijiid, ifajl 1 

sltould not daij to }>rouoLnire'*'^he‘i (([ually^ 

sense ami l*cei!{<^."**^ais i\ not foi the 

atieetioii .^e CCinees, t/>wa(Jds tlie 

ai ;rad eA+a^esu, jj^hich she carries to as ex- 
***'». « « 

a)'(d a lieight as ait\ of' (’ummow. 

Survouiided !iv Parrots, Loryr, Alaccaws, 
sm.jt Dogs, PcAkiu Da^s, cV-i:fl Aloiikevs 

~ % » " ' V- - - - . 

ot P\ er\ deseri]*Lion, she set nis attracVld 
towards llielii by a mjstenuus. synipatl/y 



while, if her Hiiigukl eyes are cast towards 

• i ^ * • 

any* of the conXjjany’ it is only to express 
the la ui^ u ap;ge ^ > Wi 1 i sd a i in 

NotwitlisUuKliiig TnV aih^^l^ation of #()>!- 

_ ' raw ^11 

aiiir*^d;c |/roti\£‘l re^s ot flie brute ci edition, I 

Jaiiiiot fielp ^eelirig a superior dcou'e of 

pltasjire, ill eoiHeinjdaling ^lit: unatfeeted 

charms,* and .unassuming iovefmess nf‘ a 

vyaing widow; 'the beaid} <)j‘ wliosV eoiiii-,^ 

Ifjxanee is’ sliLided, |iol coneealed, 

hv the ' eil ol' .‘ioi**<>w, ^M^jfilst beslownig' 

on her h'jiicrlCA.s babes llie *s{?ft cai-esses of 

miifeniai tt^Kilerness, J liace oliv^rvc-d tlie^ 

teai Avh «5^x5i^tened on the sdfen fring('*of 

^ " 

lien line black eyes'/^niinglfll with the ^i.^ iJes 
oi* tender complacency 

• Ectwixt tliji- holy and Iter luisband, at an 
^ » 

early ])eriod life, a* mu Inal attaebment 

had taken k^lace*. Pi’iid<fnce could not at 
* * 

I'iVat time sanction tlieir. union ; htf^in a 
country* where Inx’nry lias liyeti liei lesi 



dencc. It hfconic^i difliciiit |to procure the 
lU'ct.^Muieb oi' exisleiu'V, and. without tlre.se, 
i)o\e wouKi A.nia* aiisweiy .tails of 
hlkut family.- i he affect iov of (byse iovcr.>, 

at length, trif'i^rphed over e\:^ery diffu'ully 

1 ***♦'. - ^ 


in 


{he 


^eijtleinan wei«t' to in 


process of tilde, lie was* pr^^VnoUal lo«*lhe> 

of and i/i) sooner i^ound 

liiinself in a siluation to support family, 
^l.han he elaiim^d tlie promise of liis betroth- 
ed bride, who^Mlvowing aside llie tinfufjfy 
bfdier sex, and- unprotected, save by lie 
modest (fignitV of virtiu', nc^bly br;i\'cd the 
j,nconvenv;ncies and liazards of' an Indian 
voyage. She was received .V’anirjiort 
by, heiv anxiousl’y expcv?n1lT^ lover, whose 
hajtpinc^ was compleleek by Uieir (mine*- 
cliat e,unicrn. .Theiifs^'was not that transient 
glow- of joy, wlnoh, like tM^yriinson-tinted 
T*!oud of morning, vamshes whii,e gazed on; 
it was permanents as pury. Each met in 

* 4 ~ 

eacli'Mht' cnlightttiK'd companion,' the wit-, 
adviser, the * faithful friend. Ikil, alas ! 



n 

while fondly looking-, to a dong [)erl()d of 
feiiciUy, the stu^ke of' death suddenly d(^ 
stro\ cd ihe^ f;d]\ Init ^falliteious* j^tospccU. 
i * 0 , wilC l^cr^i)‘dp;j think butyidiflcrijiily 
of her, ij^vho, in j(rfieh cirf‘ininH^|ces, wouWi 
pcisev e.y'^io f)ifser\*inn^hfe : — Ikil il js the 
<cn‘'[o»i of* lief'^ativ*)!! : And Mic |)e!]]a])S 
f nagiiies, that shf yia}' as eireeUKrlly cviiu;e 
her regarti to the inenYO' liusl);unl, 

1)V denoting lier'^'if to l.hV ear^' and ediica- 
lio^'u/if his ohiltiren, as if siie^iad mingled 
herfaslies with his.! 

llii^e'C iinc^’hoys look uj) to her for* pro- 

U^clioi;^' and^. >lx:a(ly begin to. beneht by* 

her instructions. Their iianOcent viv:vei.i.Y , 
’ \ ^ . 
lliough 'i source oi anuiscinenl to most (if 

the party, is a great aniTi^auice to tlje num- 

key-loving iirbbyo vho dewlarfs, tiiat of all 

llie odious toijiitinls i>f a lanii,' voyage, that 

of being teized willi the iioifte of cliiidrert is 

ti^'vu’oi'sl. ’ ' At the sound of lier voice)'"tTie 

dissonant !?creanis of iier featheixaf fdyoiu ites 
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seem to ratify tjiie (iceiaration of ibeir fair 
beijcfactrcss ; whHsr the yoinig' andJivt ly 
niec e oKthc.i)e\van,-vasls,t(^eaj:(!s llu' mafiy 
coloured oi'jfcbs -of hei^ aurifs^ atfect^ -ar 
\srtcJ) an e\/?4v^sive‘gla]K*c/^es >ecii]>> to say 
they iiiv aluKhst 

Of tliis* lad\ I'.^’an say hide, l)u|^ 

that sh(‘ a])|)(‘ars o-ay and [youd luiinoured. 
The suiy^eo|i, in^dcyd, jVoin whom I have 
all my iiifoi^im? hon resi)ec‘find my feJJow 
voyageu'S, tellfrme, iIkUmsIk’ liad been hi ought 
lo India by her unde, in ^order^ts he. mar- 
ried to^ the* gentleman who-ira.^ to sneceed 
him in his^ appointment , -‘on tlu;. 

froim'J'AUopcif ‘T mutual alhectioii 
laid thkeii niaee between hei, and ^a young 
votaiy'of Lac:ksli1riee,'^ who must obtain 
tlie smiles^ oi Hhe gocj^ii^ss, bel'oie he can. 
procure the hand of his. ipistrcss. llei 
unhle, in the hieaii while, Mnsist.>> on lici 


Foi'luiAe, 



return to Eiiropc; and from the hilarity ot 
her ct)untcnancc\ I shoiihl not suppose tfie 
/lisappoiiitm.eMl^to havt*,eiiltrc(J.(le/ply iiiVo 
"Aw' heart. 


sad l)ustlc ha^,-.jusL\akcaifplace; One 
littleM)4-r^'s hav ing- ’bfen allured into 
the i>real (aihin. !fv TIk' eoinfcji liieks of a 
iMarinostrt, was .lltacked l)\ a huire l>ai)ooiij 
oiK'.oV llie fieieest aniniaU in Mrs • — * — 's 
c’o!!ecfton.»“^ Ills* erie-"* soon gave the alarm * 
everyone flew to iIk pl/tee^’from 
tliey issued.^ , No deseiiptmii (‘an gi\e aoy 
.idea of the confused sycie which' follow* 
ed. The voice of t w sr^flierer wAs soon Ihst 
in universal iup/oar. The screams of tlie 
ladies, the chaUer‘*»ig of tffe monkeys, ^he 
h.^rking of the dogs, to saynothing (-tf ilic 
s(]ualling*of.thc parro'Ls iiiid nuiccavVes, made 



allogether .sucl'i a noise, thab the lluindcv 
of tilt: contending Meineuts could scarcely 
, Jn'vc b^n beard m it. Wl^en peace was at 
lengtli rest)/e(l, an'd tliet litlle boy, wi 
kg’ was sa(/r5’"torfg jfiad^ coniniitted to 

I j 

the care of the sufgeon; tlit;^ Dewaisr-ven lur- 
ed lo remonstrate with. hisffair barlnvr, on 
the nuinbeisr, and bath" behaviour of hev 
favouriters. It was a/ tender, point; the very 
mention of of PiiluigK managed with tlie 
utmost genlleness, thre\v her into a-jia 
roxysin of rag'd;' whic.lt at length terminated 
in a flood ot tears. In trntb, tluK'c ajipear- 
ed t(j n*? in these tears, so ■riVueli more of 
passion tlum-of temlernc.s.s,"t'hatJ- eirald not 
them as rttiy ornament to the cheek 
of beauty ! Perhaps you may, blanit^ my in- 
seusibirity, and.loestow more unbounded,., 
arhniratioii onlhis beny^'olent woman, who 
generously jirefers the welfare and hapj»i- 
ne.vs of her tail^^l- and tValhered favourites, 
to h-e peace and comfort of her husbat: f : 
and who.se' heart expifnds, with ihore livelv 
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foi^lhc nicanesl (i^iach uped in lit ! 
j>(>sse,%sion, tha.i* ibj' tliw ovphaii cliild of au\ 
friend on earth. 

intei[igTnce i>^jnst hr,ouJi:i‘^^ me of' oyi 
- % ^ 

flavin^ oirbt a-ntihor.in road of T^Iadras. 
'-I \^yll from .ser.d \' 04 i letteV. 

May it find 3011 in (he jiosi^essii^n o{' tlu 
!)e>4 hlesMogs of. Tde, • liealtli and trarnpii!- 
dty! Mdiat can. I '■.ay •rnf.ee ■ 



141 


LEtJER XtL 


^ / 

Tin: day after I coiiciiuled my epistle 

from Madras,* wv letunied on board tmr 

ship, and lli(' ni(;yninj>; foilowinj^ wcighec^ 

anclior, and jha)yee(ied' on^.ou.^^ vf)\age, m 

‘cqmpanv w itb-. many Jh)aiing tbiircsscs of 

superior shx', sent !>> the of .England 

to prolyet the tied of the t'oi.jpaiiy,. The 

♦gentleman vvlio 1 mentioned, to yoy in my 

J asi, pioves jvd^cd a valuable accjuisition 

to yur soeiefy, lie, alas! returns to his 

country, ?i(>l loaat^i with the riches of India, 

" . v 

byt possessing in ]|iis mind a treasure more 
desirable tlian any \AJealth can purchase. 
It js iVoni the si^eer of worthless prosperity^ 


\\ hicK k'U€r does not appear, ^ — and is, supposed by 
^he^Editoi^Uo have been lost. . 



iviun thr contimicly of.MUCCcisful pride, that 
]\lr IK'lonioiid/ j^O(‘s tt> d)ide his niislof' 
t.uiu's in ihr ojjlivinus sjiade. ol* i t*ii/eincn1 . 

U hen t lie fVwwn;'. of foetmic' excessu c, 
and luiaian ende>vourN ;frv e*>/?y ed in vaiij, 

when^ blit m* Uic wild(i";^H’ss can cond'ort 

f • * * 

1)0 fni«id thr a man. ^A' sensihddy:’ Such 
an o*ne n Deloinond , unable to struggle 
with Hie t(‘inpesfu()in>’<»;ales of adverse for- 
40, ne he di'chiKs ihe a-fiitesL Idie'pride 
of ialeiit-., conscjoysne.ss of recti- 

tude, may, he tlii;ils,s, ’siipjavrl liini in soji ' 
hulci llVau^'h iKi.lia* h.nmd’ tVoi*? his expe- 
rience, that ;!hv arc ire<]uently an ol):it;lc!c 
to adr«nicciTiei<>. in the world;, the ])atht 
that, leads to fortune, tao •of ten ))as.siiig, 
through the narrow defiles »sf meanness 

" • * - j ^ ' ■ * 

winch a man tji an cxa'^cd spirit- caifiiof 
sloop to treacl. 

aiie manly elegance wjtl) which Nat|^ire 
has endowed this Saih, togeJ;her with ;vu ajr 
of clignilj' ,,wlnch marks his whole, deport- 



' iiic .1 cl miration oi' the 
whole p:t/'ty; evai iht l:uly,ol the Dewan, 
reiaxii>^ iioni .ihr iiaii^hly languor of iier 
usual inair;^;', ooixlfsccuds to address ijim ■ 
\; itli (lie if^wjosl- viv’ililyx, and though her 
luisLake as to his/'-oeiiig ti"''iniin ir/' fortimc, 
\vhicli, fioih his aj)))ei“ ranee, sire had iiatai- 
rally -eonehuled him to he, was soon rccli- 
hed, she could not <livost her^jclf of the 
respeclfid deference which Ids manifc't 
superiority so, justly claiyis. ' She sotne- 
linies, indeed,- ' when, he is not jireseiit, 
wonders 'fi'liat people o\' ,:nn fort I'lic n'leaii, 
by assyming the airs of quality? 

Jhi the conversation of Delomond and the 
beautiful widow, I have spent man) delight- 
fuliiours. d’he ^irst possesses a rich mine 
of knowle/igeV froln whicli I expect pure 
and genuine informatidu. The latter is not 
less sensible, almost equally well informed, 
mfrre; lively in her ideas, and more ejuiek in 
her discernment; but, at the Same time, 



moiresl ^nd iiiias.su mini^ is this lovelv 
xrofjian, .Mowictiincs a! a l(ns'. 

which to adiuiic niosl ibc pelicvljoii j)t 
her uu(lch'staiwiiii^*, or her un'eouseiousaics.s, 
of its syperioritM. 

1 lii‘ indrsposil ion of lliesc tw^o Inli'lligia' I 
coii()Kinir)ns, has for sonic days ]\tst dcpiiv- 
cd me of their jr^ociVfy ; and 1 should have 
►heen at a great hiss liow' lo cfisposc of iny^ 
s(*i|'^liad it foi' the goodness of ihe 

ifjcce’of (lie ])e\vap, ‘who j’loin her owif 
iibravy hjipplical gijie wiih a funtrtif inslruc- 
fion and amusement. 


'rik^s young lady’l have^lofUdy discovered. 

, 1 . » . . 
lo be a great lover of hooks; of which ^dic 
t ' * 

lias by far tlie most nun/ rous collecliofi ol' 

• • , * « • 

any jierson bn board. Ihit- it is not sur- 
jirising/ that I should nc’/cn' have suspected 
her ktste for literature. ‘ Tski one could j^os- 
sibly find it out from dier conversatiuu^ 
wdiiel) ahvbvs turns upon the trifling 



suhjccis. Not vJiiljsfandin^’ i\w kiiowicdoe 
slu' puisi (loul)tloss haN'c jjc(j*un‘e (1 troin tho 
n[n3!l)(’Vt (»f t)()uks sJu’ iias rc^uk 
< mo(ie\st as^'iif'vc'r t» iillci; a csenhnionl bo 
\\)n(l \Lilgaif^i)h^ci"Viiti()n,\ nor to /ittcinpi 

ji 

making use ol' reason' upon •'any (u'ea- 
sion wliatet'er ; so that a j)eison nouhl 
easily l)elieve her inind to be still iiiinieised 
in the dc’plhs of ignoKun c\ 

hi the valuaf)le cu(lccii:>;K o.- Iiiogi’aphy, 
‘\\'iii( h this y(iu>yg lady kindly sidnniited to 
my jx rusaT* iht^ lirsl book jjiat allra^cU'd m\ 
alleii.[jpn was the Jlision/ (fj' a Xohlt- 
Muni ; bn.t I soon lound< ^tlud tl}e word 
'!:lsj()ril \vA^ inore^ meanings in tlie hnglish 
lac^i>iiage, th'^in tliat wliieh is given to it in 
tlie*" Di^'tionary. I^lt is ibcKf said to be, a 
Uc? native eif events uml facts, delivered with 
dignity/' But the history of this illustrious 
nopleinan, con%sted of notliing more than 
a-fev^' letters vvpttcn in the days of juvenile 
folly, on the subject of love !a~^lndeed^ I 



- < aiinot imagine why such iiriniatnrc \)\<^ 
■fluclions prescrMci at Ul! . 

and htdl le.-^s caA c^*>iicei\ c l*(ir u hiit uiir- 
j>ose ibe\^ given lo*llie wn^nl, to w hon>, 
ihc opinion which a ytu^ng yiaii (aitcrla*}).'- 
oi‘ tlia un])aVa]reled bea'i^ty ol’ Ins nn-s tress's 
complexion, 'can siircly be Ol' xery little 
€oiis(*(gienee. Other histories I found writ- 
ten ill t]ie inaiMK'i Aof ineinoirs; these are 
^said to con Iriin. tlic lives of illustrious per- 
smVvges, whosy^^'ames adorji th(‘ title page. 

appears \erv kStr;inge, that the lix'cs oT 
tliesy i’rcat pta^^onages sliouKr^aliound in 
iiieickmts so similar; an account of^onc wijj 
serve to give yuu an idea of t lie events tluO. 
]ia\ e/y)ecurred in lifty iawiMu's, w liose ins*- 
lories I have aliea.dy read. 

It generally iiappens, that a. noble-bom 
infant is ckr erted by its*fpnd parents, rnid 
ex[)Oi>ed to the c^irc of, 4.-l]aru:e, and ^*1110 
humanity of strangers. 
f'ouiullingsl never lkil»to lie a<lof)te/:l by the 
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first person who takes them up, and as these 
:iiv ai\\'.i\s people c/t' I'orUinc,. they ivct'ivc 
from tiieiT Hounty an .education., every way 
suitable to their real rank. An sooii as tiie 
yr».ing nobleman attains the age ofinaijhooti, 
he- ill love the (iaiighlrr of liis 

bcnefaet(^i% a.*'circunisLa.ncc wnich ni\., ‘ cs 
I be loving” [)air in the (lee|>est iniserv. At 

/f 

Icngtli, a period is jnri t^’) their nnsibi tunes, 
b\' the diseovery of tlu: rca/ jiarents, aiui 
llie young lord'^js :idinitte(iA/> ard the n.nivi- 
leges of liis oid( r. Yc^u nniy now perhap.s 
expect tliarVbe hision/ slio|,uhl heeoufC inor(^ 
interesting and important, and lie curious 
tV) bear lio\y the young iioUkvinan co^nducts 
himself in lii.smew statH)n; wbetber tlie 
e.ypcricmce Iw. has bad of life serves to ex- 
pand liis benewilt'nce, tov invigorate bis 
intellect uaf powers, and to render liim a 
mure worthy member of that., august tri- 
buiyil, in wbiclkis coiicentraled the ,iUos- 
tr>ous mass of hereditary virtue? As to all 
ihesc pYnts you must content ^omself to 



tTnmi)) iii ij^norniict'. with the oi 

iije Lero, iXw'hhi^rij of his iilc cudcU.uc'. ! 

Troni IJiis ctmunslance, and, iHlcetf 
f)()Tn flu' whole tenur of these hooks, 
apjx^ars evidcnl, thal with i hese ishiiulv'is 
in srnai^e is a caatain j)assj)ort to never fail-« 
ini»\*t.nd never- fadr^o- hlls^! A sta{(' nearly 
resianhlifi^' llial divjne. absorption ^of the 
• seul descr,il)ed bv, our Yoi^ees, whicli eii- 
ii,?e]\r^e\eludes'‘ } he carc.^ and concerns oj' 
life, ai^I ill whioli*tlK‘ mind j^s wrapt in a 
deli.rium of perlt’ct and uninterrupted feli- 
city f " Chippy country ’ where' the ]>Tddenrc 
^^md fidelity oi^tlie, women of rank, so 
plaink^ e\ince (lie care tlTafls iiestowed on 
tlieir insti u(;tioip and whcaotlic pkUy iea ru- 
ing, and.morali'ty of tlu^ men, is only to 
e(}Lialled by their Iminility, ! 

I will not coneeal fnfm you, tiiat in 
these and faithful pictures of lhvj«‘ 

manners and morals of \hc people of f^ng- 



land, 1 sfc much thal appears to me extra 
oiaiinary, aiid inc()nlprel^.^^l^ii)le. ] lerc', it 
:s sr.d l)^’ oirr [)l)il/)so|d)('rs, lli’aP in this 
file (com j>onii‘ird oi g('Od and e')in '' sick-- 
nr>s ami licaith, o)j-iil(‘nee and cakimil}, 
fruition and disaj)pointinent, aic l)ound up 
togedicr; even/ //Ih/a, is ])) Oiliiccduilh 
a (uinpavia/i ichich sIh/II r’es/ rci/ if" Ih this 
sclicim^ of iJjiuiis, ihc wounds of afllieliou 
air over williiu the rcacl} of so'nt' cord’ai. 
l)alm, wliic'ii, il' it does luh o^nad, u'iay at 
least serve Ip alieviale its anguish/ While, 
in ihe piuest cup of felic-ity, is mingled sncli 
i.artiele.') as may serve to remind the nnulal 
to whom it is ])resenied, o't' the scddunaiy 
sdu/ee from wiieiice it ilowed.— In England, 
on rhj .contrary, (if 1 am to believe tliesc 
']ns<ori('s) happiness and iniscry are known 
onl\ III ewreines ; iJaae, the tide of adver- 
:sii\ sets in wilh siieh desluiet've fury, ihat 
the hare recital of the iinheard-of calamities 


' MtrtoparU's, 



■lit occasions, is sujnc.icnt to’ melt the Jiankst 
liVuTit ! Nor^^vhen •llic 11o(ul ol foi KiUc 
foincs, is lorreiil. <i\ y \\ liu li it 

])rotliices./lcvs (^xtraorbinnr^ aiul aiua/ing.*' 
Iij its i^csistk’ss carrci, ^ay obstacle (o 
piness is* bo:)kcn (Joww’- The uiuii ^cr\ uh^‘ 
liusUiiKk »lJ)rrrrTcl tal her, and*ilic niaiaaoiis 
auiH, are all carried olF by death: 'vdiile 
riches, boiioups Alles. line eloihes, aiui 
spoi l(ss ebaiacter, cs))n[>!ele the leHcal y 
(5t ndiy t)eavilitVF'‘aiul loyiryV j)air, who are 
dVsinaK^TT) be p\ (;i wdielnied in this scji (Tf 
1)iis.':i. 

. IVom^ tiie fiytliority of tlicsc aulJiOUii 
nienmn's. it apjjeais, that ij;;;»ij-iage in I’npgju: 
is iie\ er eonlraeted but fitmi ihc iiHrslepiUT 
and (lisinteTcsled ]noii\es. Lvery ^oanj; 
woman wJu) is bandsojne and ac^'Oinpiislied, 

howev er humble lier birt*]), or small her for- 

0 

luiKy is ihere tertenft of ailracting llie^ove 
and admiration ol’ numbers of the hi^■l\est 

rank ill Pi.c •comnuii>ity. ^\'hat^ a 



eiicourao’enienl IsMu ld- ]brth to the female^- 
i^r tlhil huj-'j)} ishiiui: \vho_^ ijiiist Lhiiri 
iiulctd nol fo jfCj.iTjvc, llirJ it is ihcii ow n 
ojisfindcn aiK? /^//r/, lliat aioiu' ca a j>().ssil>iy 
|Wv(ii( ihrir afl'’aaciaiU’iU to iho vcr\ 
-^aaoiniit oi' I'oisob v ! ' 


ib] sue): ioily and <)i).stina(‘y, \vhenc\'e] 
il raaairs, a \(ay pccadia and oxliaordinary 
]»anisiinuai( is ruscwnl. .It'ic'r a trvv^ vtairs. 
sj)rnl, ah it is ycniaalK ^.^*lin\'':*d, iu ^aiin 
]\‘|>ciilanc(\ and iihc loss i hay all at 

onca*, willidut any ox( t'|)lunis in favoiu (d’ 
Airtiicy yncill, useilii or oniaincnlal ac'coin- 
])!ishin(.'iil uiidorg’o a oerba'in strano’C and 
iaooTuprc'licn.sihi'*,. t ransibnnation, and. l)t> 
coinJ'wiiat is Ua.ned ( )li) Ma j]}S. Ib'oiu 
all that J ha\ r Jiilficrto been able to learn 
of ,,l])e.se crealnres, tlic Old Maid is a sort 
of venomous aniinaf so wicked in its Icni- 
per, and so nhsqjiievous in its disposition, 
that one is surprised that its very exisl* 



slioukU be tolenited in a civili/td 

<oeiclr. 


Ai TFii Jiavin|LJC* s])(\iil inany (Liys in llu' 
oi' l!i<)sc‘ aulhurs. \ya);inly rc(‘oi)i- 
liihin ;*! ]>c£>an to ap- 
priaiciidyflnil thou^-li to inoia^ enJii>’}itciK4(! 
minds, tiny iloubt !t‘ss^ prdv e a source 

of inslnndion ami dclig'ht, they WTir* not 
suffu'ienjU adaptj»‘d to my wcalvcapacai}'^ 

'* . " '*’v *" 

i(^ alfo^d any rf‘(‘om|)(‘m'e time 

in tiieir perusaL Never ladoK* df< 
jiearl refuse its sympatiiy to Imman miserly; 
but the distresses of tlie Lady lia^a iots, ami 

• t 

tlie Ladv C'lu'jiolJtcs, which, called i’orth t}>e 
. ^ . ... 

ovcillowings of' coiiipuss'ioa in tlie breasts 
of Ibcir fair 'corrcspondenls, .were (d a na- 

i 

ture loo reTiijd(l and 'delicate, to l/e tliscern- 


S|Hpi 

I inr. 
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abir to any, ^avc the microscopic cye^yf)! 
E»ri()pc<ui ^ciiMbility ^ 

V 

Tiu* cliaimV vvinc!), accoi»t]i\i^ to tJiese 
.aj^'c \v] it( }8 n<f\ cls has lakt u , place' in 
’■jmjinan nalr.rc, m'«s} ka\’C l)Ccir’ as sudden 
as it njypcni'-i uu,tcL * )>' nh inni In ll'C 6n\s 
ol' tiuai piea.t draiicUic ])oe(, ///e Calulas of 
it was >aa‘i ahdyooiknoyvn ; in his^ 
jna'-U'i'l\ deliiK'ad lOns ok Uie |)assioiis, i\ i.- 
\ wlierc, ai (^\ rvocorod the-sunuc* 
and iVoin a perusal oi. his woi ks/i^uu' would 
he {(‘Hiprt'ri to im ao iiK\y nol w'i t hsi aiiding' 
the c.' idence oi* ihese out halt ii' iiianoirs to 
llie tonl.’ar\d that thougi^ inainijns may, 
did'er, and ioe^J customs tall into ohhvion^ 
.the I i ails of kdidred likeness, whieh llie 
Creator has been ])ieased to impress on the 
great famil\ ol* the luiman race, may, Ipy a 
discerning eye.^ be traced tlirough every 
chine, and in ercry jferiod of its existence? 
llo\v otlierwisc should tlic iinin'orlal Calidas. 



VvV)flounshe?l two thousand years and 

ha* d of Enj^+wid, who was eolcinporarv 
will] Ackhai^ teach thV lifari-to \ii)]:ale 
\v!lhdh(‘ sa 1 jK‘*seirsati 4 )n^’^^ tlic SaeonUihi of 
the (>110, •and llu^ ] )es(l(iho*na of' llic ol!)ei/ 
‘<:?jH‘ak .^o JK'arl)’ 1 Ja' saine*]aiii^'nag-(\ di(j 

1 not hclic\c ihc lli(' Indiiin poet to 

liai ti. h(’en long «d‘sorl}(‘d m the regions of 
J( iieilv, Ndiouh! iindl|ut)l/(llv iinai^ine. that 
rl w:is t^lHulas hin’stj/ wl^., zander tlie name 
of/Siiak/’Ni;eA!^,^ 'y^ain \/mf*lisafed to en- 
liidaen a/ni di\'erl dif.woiid !-- si is at Ica^st 
e\iderit, iluil tk^*>' iiave ho^h eo[)icd from 
Ahe ;»aine original — IJnclKOo/nrA^ crcrki^tin^ 
A alurcy<-% 

Calidiis, tifi' .cclehralod flny^iatio poet of liulit?-, 
according lo Sir Wiiliaiii Jones, iiO the 

9 ^ • \ 9 

eeiitnn hefoje Christ; he was one of the^niue iniai of 
j^enius, eojniiionly called tile e\li>4* Ut ms^ who w( rc fa- 
\oure(l with the ^ratroirage, •ami. splendidly siipporle(| by 
l}j<‘ ooiinly ol \ icnunadif\cs, a IVlonarch eminent 1\ dis- 
l inn ni shed hv taste for lileraturjL* — See die prelkce 
to Sir William 5o\ies's translation^ of *SVzrow/a7^/. 



A c]nsm of niaiiv na'cks ha‘^^iakep plare 
hi ipv jonnui!. Aiab! ^V[](I] i s,'uKi'U»ok 
io write it, 1 was iio( iiware of the* tedious 
iiiiironiiily'ot* a sra toxa^a*. Ihit flionoh 
void of iiu'uh'iit, tin* scene has not keen 
(IcsJitutc (d‘ insli u‘ti(oi. * jJy time, and in- 

I ' * . , r 

creasinn,* intim'.eV, tec characters t>f my 
comjianions inve heen d mc I’ulhedex clop- 
C(l The hist sketeh that was ohaM'n by 
llie liasty jicnhil of ima’^iination, I canifi- 
deut'Iy pronounced to be a striking like- 
ness; !nit x'ery diiferenl '^iniw aj.^-K^ars the 
jrieinre lliat flJs been delineated l)y slow- 
y) ( ) r Is i ii g o b s e r i o in 

In iny'-lcttcr from Madras* I informed 
you of llic ac(ju:sition I enpecred from the 
society of the ydUng officer/ xvliose spiiglitly 


This LeUer is not to be ioand. 



manners, ar^l cominiin/caUvT disposition, 
gave the })r()inise of an.cyer-plcasiii^ cijnj- 
panVon. Ijiie, alas! I soon discovered fhal 
s|)figlillifles^; apd l{)(]uaeijy are by no Tneans 
unfled will) urbanity and oheeifulness. 
The small .slfK'k \)f* j)ers()nal anecdote, with 
\vbich^tiiciue4'!e::k> of bis life ])a.d funnsbed 
him; was no soon<‘r exliausied, than lie be- 
came ilulb insipid, aiid morose. N^or was 
^-Tie change which s|eim|(>b wrouglit On liis 
IcTnper, less cylraor(;jnar\|,|tfxin that which 
took plac*^ in his manners This youth, 
seenhngly so gentry; who took*»>uch ]>lea- 
sure’in ohliging; who lived Lut to pionrote 

I- . . ^ 

the Tki jipiness others, gives every day 

, , • * . . 

such e()iiviiieiiig proofs of die malignM.y of 
his dis])osition, in the cru//i "treatnient' lie 
bestows upohTiis } oiiiige/ brother, tbal it 
is impos.hbk* to beliolif it without feeli?igs' 
of horror, and indignation, 

How diilerent from this, is tlie change 
» 1 ^ ^ 

■'bat has ki!|i‘u pla^e.in iny opinion, con- 



cermng tlie character of tlie Oc^waii. Alas ’ 

I fe ar, I hat, in iiior e iiistaiu es than tht se, 
my iirst opinion has been hke an nnjnst 
Jnd^v,, wlio snil'er^ his deefsipn/ to he influ- 
enced by the -elocpieiK'e of liatlci y. Self- 
love whisjKa s, thiat thos(^ u ho are j)]easeil 
with IIS, ar^* [>leasino'; isr not bil ex- 

perience lias coin inccd ns oi‘ our eiror, tliat 
we are willing' to^lisien to, the voice of truth. 
The /es(a\e and /.sM^ n-e which at hrsl seem- ' 
ed lo i>ivc to tfu* < liara 'tea- i)f Dew an an- 

t , j-' -A ' » 

aj:>pearancc' of sulRniiess and s'ru| irlity , gra- 
dually ck^ared aw^ay, by !ime ami im'rc asiiig 
inlimac\% and oliscovc rtal to us inec>nt(sl- 

ablt^ ]n'oofs oi' a mild and^placid temper, a 

1^" 

deenly -thinkiiur weil-iidbnned iniiid, ^and a 
hntnane and iTcoevolent lieart. ■ 

rhe conducL of iiis lady lias not, I con- 
fess, undergone' much change ; but my 
ophiiou of it lias been some'wdiat altered, 
by an insight into its motives. , 



Hi 


. I hat ^liauglUy and an-oo-ant denieaiiouK 
vvhicl)^ I had conceived lo flow iion^ tlic 
conscaoiis suc.criorit y ol' birth and ^-^icril, 

* • f 

was, il 'setan.y assumed by folly, ’to ci^^sccal 
the fcal meanness of l^olh.. Her histoiy 
appeal ed !<,) me :^x> very extraordinary, I hat 
had I jujbdvid ni()^t c'onvineina,* itrooH 
of itie veiaeity of I’ny inlonnei', eontiss, 
i should liave been I'ed lo doubt its tiulln 

•Hliis disdahjful I; d\', wlidm I had eon- 
sidcied as* ^uine highly exalt( d jiersonage, 

was ‘the daughU'r |d’ a tiad(snu>r., ‘‘ \vhos(‘ 

•• * 

tboirsh Idndness," said the surg(‘on, (ibr I 
give you Ills v(;iy words) '' l)esiowetr upon 
her such Tin educarion, as without ins^MKi- 

, a* . 

ing her in the (]ualities tliat are alone suited 

r • ^ * * 

to adorn an bxalled rank, rendered lieiyun- 
fit for becoming wife lb a man in her oVil* 
At the death of this parpU, she laid out 
the small ioftuiic he lieepuaithed her, in ^ine 
eloliies, and took her passage to llengal, 
where slu‘ bid not elouht ‘that lier heaut\ 



would procure her an advaniaeeOu^ mar- 
riai^e, - The event proved (‘(jual to her ex- 
])eet rations. On her arrival, yslu' was seen 
hy De'vvao, who admired, couiied, and 
marrici! her!'\, 1 thought/' said 1, inter- 

rupting my informer, “ thst Eurppeans had 
aiade companions of tlrdi: wiv/V't-^ JSurely, 
this woman was not (puilihed for being the 
companion of sucli a’ man as the Dewam 
It IS nut possiWelto/iioagine, tliai .her iiiteli 
Icctual deficie,iTcjfes wovld bej^nobsc) ved by 
a man of his sense and peueharhicfiT^' The 
iXwvaii \v,^as too much icharmed witli her 
beauty, to obkrvc any ddiciency in her 
fneritt replied tlie surgeo]j,^‘‘ or, if he‘did, ’ 
she y'fis so young, that lie promised Inpisclf 
much pleasurhsin tilling the oftice of Pre- 
ceptor/' Alas he coiisidcivd not that 

* I 

‘prillc is the iisuaf coiiconutcint,'i»)f igno- 
rance ; that it -is not, the unders 

\- 

whicli has been ^rcrverled by wnily, preju- 
dice, and lolly, tliat will listen to the in- 
structions of k husband. Il/y hopes of 






happiness v-icre from the enjoymcnl of 

Jiliritccl I)j her exahalion (o affhience^. 
“^lie tlioughl, thal to rralr/e the dreams oi' 
hliss, fonlied hv her thud fancy, she had 
only io inthTige in v:very capncujiis wliiin 
oi*^ vanity. Jler extravagance Mvas iin- 
houndc'd.^ ikit. soon, she. iuund thal it was 
not ij) llae ])ower of/spn jnlid p(|uipag(‘, or 
faulastic liuc’y. ' > till ilie* eliasm of an 
cnipty iiihid, 

Tlie (k'ligiil olhuirivalle'd pic-cnunence 
in e\'(‘ry articled -f expensh e oinanient, so()i> 
gavtvplace to sullen aj)alhy, and i'lellui dis-. 
content. New follies \ve,:e imeiiUd, an.d 
pinsued witfi no hetteixsuec'es.s/and.il will, 

• ^ * • •v * 

])crl]aps, astonish you to learri.^ that her 
mighty i*on/lness for th^* dnite creation, 
instead of proevedinj^ fnni^ the puie souiec 
ol' true btpievolence, was, Jii re:dity, no 
other tha^i.aii eUbvl-of the animal sj)!ii!^ 


VOL. ir. 
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to |)ion)io ail ()l»)cc-f of cirploviiicnt to Ik’v 
evrr K'sllcss miiid. . ■ 

M(^ ci’nsf‘(l *iii^ kiiui informer: \\ Ih) !c1i 

• * _ ^ 

vc]-y nuK'h :il []je hi 

liai! firawii of an IhiLHish ‘‘wtnnan, and a 
f hiistian. 

M'Ua nKiidi n ik'caior., 1 .llfnik I can 

thi' Miu'nhghU a.V'il ''‘I'-va oj I his vvannarfs 
ui'dt i stand ini 2 ‘* h> du a* iiistrurtioh 

'Had she received oei educ«ilion rd one of 
tliose \v)s(* *h‘a{ned, andijvious seniinjeric^s, 
called hoardini: ^chon!^, ho’ mijid wanhd 

* •m ' " 

^lo do\iht h;o'e been vii>^Unl1\ defeealed 
* ’• k k d ^ 

fVoni'tlic* iu)vi()i\;', hic*a!l}k>f v:uiil y aiul^eon' 
e^it. Si>e vvoulib^Z/e/'e leive Icaijned, aeronh 

\hv prece])ts <)i‘ her Shas^er, to have 

* , * * • 

adonu'd licrsoll' with “ sliaincfJrpdncss and 

sohricty.” “ >■><>!. wiln the hmidcred liair, 
or yi)ld. oi' jicarih^ nr ecislly am>*- bid Syliidi 
Tna •ini'cib woniciT jirot'cssinp; ^'odjiiiCN-.^ witb 
'^ood walks," Sudij -no ilcmbl^ Uie eda 





calV)n of' Christian wonu n at Chrisfinn 
;f<^4c>Ls 1 llovv c\a!l my opmiOn o] 

Ihe )Kiliv’e ^mims r.f llva WKiow”; 

when* I couiem.plalc the cwU iit ol' Ian ar- 
qulrc'J knowledge, li(’'r mnairceic-d hiirmh-ty, 
lier nndewatikig v]iso:'c‘' :oi] : :eu! t* i lu^ 
ainJe ro))^i^]er lliat, ht- h^r o’^vn ne^ 

count, >hi: n(,\ ey Miio3'C'd Ha: Wtd\ ajTl ayys 
*4' msli’uc'Mon viK *>iK <.*f lhf’^< taihiha* mai 
,>f;nh]mrie’> j but u a-^ ' e^)nliu.;yf cliu o'q (!u 
rarl)’ ji.’vl* b-. Issij, T'jot at lu'i 

parenk:"* Js prisn'.y, lird, ajaf- 

wdlisf a}ahnp; *Jf's c! '-a<l\ untage, >\u slmii!'! 
have made suc']^ pioficicae}’ in e\arq^m<a)m- 
plislnnent 'hVIyh^ sl vcul Inu a; ! eoi'certs- 
iiqy liei remain uiialteicd. Her exaitca^ 
smii iiT'eiUs^ Con! inuc lo cxeiU mv adnwia- 
tiem wiiile jua sweet Uanjx'!”, aiafewi- 
obliqinp- (h, •'position, make d^jl^' p.o^qies^ 
m my csleene 



Thk morning afier I IcCst laid down my 
ucn, W( arrivt'd at a small islaiidj wliich 
hcnigniiiiL luiml of Nature seems lo liavw 
cremial in l.lic midst- of. the' imglity occaug 
as a ^onvmiieri Clunilltk"^ for tlie tloalinir 
eaiiavansuais lliai lFa\X‘^■:^e i4> vrXb’ry bosom., 
Jler.e we spent iicaiV ^ttyenly days, and 
were cnlerLiiiicd by the iidiabilant s, who 
appoMv,^ gay ami lively people, with much 
kindness and l^ospitality. 

t 

yiie change ot 'Sccne was refislied by all 
tlie jKirty, but by noiu' so nuieb as the niec'c 
of v*lie Dewing to wlioin llic nnifonn life 
we led on board sliip, was becorne altogether 

Ciioullrivs are Iftmses built iii India fur the accoiU' 
mod a lion oi h A i‘iU r% 
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. insiij>]>ortR,ble. She harl, indeed, for a long 
l^rg^e, hecn al_ a most piterais loss cmiiloi, • 
ment. The contents of licr lihrar\; whieli 
I im’as^ancd would hav.c 'afforded Tit i a fuii'd. 
of amitscmeul, and edification during the 
course other voyage, ^weie soon exhausted. 
Having' otocc fouinl out how ah the wish’ed- 
fur marriau'cs ot aP the heroes aird lieroines 

^ V 

were brought alrout; and bet'ii let into tin*, 
secret . of the .surp.hing diseoverieg luck)' 
accidents, guul juiraculous- conibiualion of 
circumstances, vrhicli>nniloijnly Jc'd In llial 
happy (‘venl, biic had no (ui'dier inicrcsl* 
nor curiosily c(>nc( ruing ihein. Tliesc 
hooks had, nuv/;rtliclcss, by gi^ iiyi? constayl 
fr<^d to the vivid'daine of youlliful iinagiiUy 
lion, created such an insatiable craving foiV 
novelty, lis rendered every othc| soil of 
reading tasteless and insipid. Ew'U the 
ever-entertaining cbiivcr^alion of our inU!~ 

ligent companions,* luid ^o cliarms fov her, 

» ' 

I liave frc(}ucnlly known llie chain of an 
interesting arguinent, (o wliicdi I have 



oec'iJ n,sf(’n]iJir w itli and ai? 

a! (vua in’k‘rrnj){i'd, hs' licr abnipily askv 
wian we slanild .see land ^ U liatcvxr gave, 
‘llu' pionViNCcd/xaiai V, .uxaiu'd la K-anunate 
lit’i llai;gino' spiiih;. • \\d)cl])er it wxy tlic 
appearance' oi' a dyiii/^--n4i, dr the •niinour- 
cd <ipproa.ci) odan cnciiyv , ihe ch-yadung of 
a ki[!cn, n•^ ihe indicainniN of a coining 
koiiu, ail weie eouaily aeeirplahle, so lliai 

tiie\ R'Vic'\e(l her jrohn Ihe. ledious iask 

• < « 

t)l ne .igii!. The gppRKK'h Ija ilelena' 

inaiie iiei' aina^.s! v/ilckwilh iov. No >jjOnvi 

ivas 11 aniuulneed, ihan hew to iier 

('ai)in lo take i’nnu hei linnk some parti- 

euiar dres'a.'> wliicli she Ick!* leserved I'ni 
* .... . ^ 
yie occasion, and, liaskd^'diispia) ing* tliuin 

)ed>R‘ kin. aniialile w idoWj a>>ktxl her lifty 

(|ucstiojR. ill a l)reai!g concerning the iin- 

poitani point, of which was iiiusl becoin- 

ing. 


ile^nko tlie iu>\’eily ol' the scenes and 
aniuscnieulsraL St lleleiKi,, sla made 



whii^h, I will 

iiei suflicic'iii iMni‘ly o;‘ ruti'iiaiu" 
iiieni i'oi iDiinv w('ck> lo c<>']ac T!(is is iiu 
other \iiaii a, ijesli suppi} uf iioxThs ! dliis 
lilit happily accoiDpli'^lual . l)v e\clKiiigiiyi>^ 
the coiileiiLs ’of her librarx, with anolluT 
Vid'jiHg .f^ir o)U\ xvh»)iu she aeei(lentall\ 
uiel at a hali. aiul vvilh whom, ou an ac' 
([uaintaiicc ot thiee days, .-the e()Uinien<'(‘J 
an cj'lrc/Jic and (inJtiU Irieiulsiiip, I'hc 
great lo(juac‘i(\ walii which. iiiT picscaii ilow’' 
of spirh.^ Iiub inspired ibis ^^na}}' of fam/y, 
is soinetmu's n<^, less tca/ing l)uu tin* cifect^ 
of her fovinei ennui; to [he cU'gant, hut 
soinewlial laslidious Dcloinond" 'it^ is 
}'"a:uliaidy irksoide. 

In truth, it is not a Tittle to be u int llecT 
that tliis amiable man tVe(]uen{l\ imiulgcs 

i * 

a certain soreness'ol’ nund, which may not 
im])ropcily be teixned ^lic illegitmiaje off- 
spring of’ sensil)ilitye Wlial })roves its 
spurioiis birtli is,., that w hile genuiiu' s' lv 
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slbility h ever alive lo the /celinj^s oh 
others, this bastard b.ranch of the faniiVv'is 
only i>:in(]fu] of its own. Ijv bein^* ev^r 
ready la take otkence, withouf considering' 
wdicther offence Avas, iAtended to be giv^n, 
lY frequently inflicts a wound ii> tbc bosom 
of* friefidsliip^; but is unfeelingly inseiqsible 
Mo the j)ain which it luts produced. Wlrat 
a pity it is, that ibis futpostor should ever 
find a place in the breast of a worthy man ! 
-I cannot, without ])ain, behold it cherished' 
by the digniheef mind of Deloinond, and 
would not /nil lo rcmonj?tratc with liinii 
conccniing it, was lie not so easily htiri^ 
thaf^f'fear an estrangement pf his friend-’ 
sliip miglit he tlic consequence. Fa^tal pto- 
f'lisity ! which presents a barrier to the 
wliolesonie siuccour.s of advice, and cuts off 
retreat 1 rom error. Iii the various sketches 
wliich this a*mialde>^and uceoinplished Saib 
has ii'iven me of his life and his misfortunes, 
I can plainly discern, that'the disposition I 
ha\’e just how alluded tp, has hcenaio less 
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"iHnnWnlal 4o his fortune, than injiinou- 
tx» ]»h' felicity. 


I suspect that. you are now* aliiiosl 
j'nuch tired of the voyage, as l}ie iiiccc* oi 
the Dewaii, a^id begin to ly-ceho her iiitcr- 
I'ogatory, of^vheii sludl wc sec laiuP Hut 
c!Ourage, kee|> up your spirits, yodi* patience 
will not b(‘ ])ut to a iniudi longer trial.' — ■ 
has hccn^jusl discovered Froiii the 
toj)irist-hcad. — I •cannot, avoid envying 
the happy sailor, who, from the giddy, 
heiglit, catches the first view df his d?ar 
native country. Ah! what pleasing images 
play about Ins heart !' In that little s])cck 
aj)])earing in the distant horizon, he be- 

liolds his little home, his tender wife, his 

. * * 

endearing infants : ami already, in.imagi- 
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uatioi], feels and ref urns lljeir/'sofl i(dresst. 

1 go to participale in t])e joy iijes: 
honest people.; it is a bad heart to which 
l\\c ha ppbiess o/ c JclUnc )no)'lal can be iio 
clifl'erent. 

All! Maaudaara^ Innv astoimliingiy great, 
has been niy disappcinlnient ! Instead ot 
the e\[iect( (1 ■upj)earanee feiic i Ly, 1 be- 
lield in’ll).c c"oiiii[ehance.*i of the hillierio 
heai’t}^ and c^)njc‘nle<! sailors, the sLiongest 
indicationsof eoustcipaliop., tei-iO]’, and ilis- 
may! Oil^iiupuring inlo^, [lie cause of tliis 
alar m j 1 \v,as told, thai il arose from the 
rumoured aj^proach of a p^xsi^-ganp:: a })ress- 

> - A ^ V 

gang I ne\’er I)ct’orc heattl of, bul from the 
degree -of tenor it ins])ires, I can eahily eon- 
cc“ive il to be home ’infernal species of moit- 
,ster; s()?;nc cruel servant to tlie genii of 
the deej), to'' \aiom tlie long-absent sailor 
is an acceptable gaeriliee. » Accursed spirits ! 
the ter)or of jvbose name can.})ut to flight 
ibe teiidcr images of hope, aiKbcan induce 



'at a 'iiioTiK'nl . wlieu tlie sweeltsl 
.>.ij)(ilM.‘s of iKiUiic have’ kiudUal llie lorth* 
of joy ! 


■ A t tlie inonu'n'l I laid down ijiy jh'u, a, 
fine boy of aiiout hfleeii ye.ars’of age, 
had lVc(|ucii4^y‘ in llieeoiiT.se of tlie voyage 
altiMcUal niy notiee, hiii sl into dily cabin. 
“ I’oi' the love of (Jod, assist me, dear, dear 
sir," cried he, “ ihe press-gang are already 
here, and I know 1' shall not e.sea[)e ! loir 
myself I should not care ; hut, nvy poor, 
yoor mother!* she will never survive it. • 1 
know she won't. Alas! she has no son, 
but me. — Her heart is’now yearning to em- 
brace i]ie. () it will lj’ieak_, ^if she is disap- 
pointed !" I gave him time to say no more, 
but having* hastily (implied a large. trunk. 
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made him leap into it, and tAOcre *^etaintd 
,him until I was as^mred tliqit these ^lildrer/ 
of Isareyka ]iad .retired. Alas! they did 
not /eliie wiUioiit prey; •above thirty of 
those brave dellows, wliosc useful labours 
liave eondueed to, llic enrichlnent and pros- 
perity of ^Aeir couiij iy ; wlicy after an ab- 
sence of twenty niontiis^ liopcd to reap the 
reward of tlieir toifs by reluming to its 
])osbni, w^ne dragged re-mclant wictims t'o 
the InJernal vlci]ion of power! 

Nor arc these I he only monsters- that 
infest the British coast. — IVluch a])j)rehem 
sioiT is eiiLcrtaiiied by llic seamen, and pas- 
sengers, i'or certain savages, calfed Ciis/oni- 
houM' Officers ; who, it seems, are particu- 
larly ^ferocious towards thb:5e who come 
from the East. 
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.Praise to the presernng S])irit! — Our 

watery ’pilgrmiage b(*giiis to draV near its 

dosc» At ten this \iorning wc (‘ast our 

aiK'hor, aliJie dislance of al)()iit a coss from 
• , . \ ® 

OIK' of llic'iiriiK'ip’al na\;i] ](.oi1s ii7 England. 

All on board 'is now luiiiy'ancl oonlubion. 
every eye s‘])af!;!e.s witli ’ihe eagerness of> 
exj)ectation, and svery heart seOins warm, 
^witli ibe iboug'lils of onee morc bcbohbng 
their friends, and’ llieir native eouni.rv : it is 
the ru.nudt of deliglit; tlie dread of tlie 
cusloin-house yilicers is forgotten ; ‘ I sup- 
pose our fleet wag loo formidal)le for 'tlie^c 
savages to dare !o make any altUick ujion. 
it. And now that wc arc tvilliin .siglit of 
an English ])ort,' wc can .1/ave nothing t*o 
fear. Seeing c\cry one making pre])ara- 
tiolis for going ashoi'^, 1 I’ctired^ fa spend 



an hour at my pen ; \mt, t)\c ii^crca^ing 
^bustle leiulois it iinpo-.s-ibie tor me to piT/- 
reed further sil piCMut. 


Oy going upon 'deck, 0 was surprised to 
observe a tuuubcr ot* slran/j(^ face^. . and 
anxiously ln(|uired, jvhat kVi»\t friends had 
taken rlTrs early opporj unity oi' greeting 

our arrival ^ — VVith astonishment 1 learned, 

• • • 

tliat tiic stniumTS were ifo other llian'.ihe 
dr(‘ad( fl custonvhouNC officers. In maniKas, 
dress, stature, and complexion, nay, even in 
language* these sa\ ages bear so strong a 
resemblance to the English, lliat they 
might at a slight view be mistaken for the 
same but, on .a n^orc arccurate examina- 
tion of theii; countenances, evident traces 
of thcii- savage ori^'wi may .bf: easily rlis' 
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crme.d; are less feioeious tlian the 

scidoir. nnmUr tliose who fall 

into tin ir hnnds. unless, in eases of* lesist- 
ancte dlf's lKe\ did n('*t ine'et witli from 
air\ of q.s : bnl got leave \o rifle, rob, and 
|)lunder, untTiouf an} huulranc’C or moles- 
ialion? dlfsrir avidity, for pluiKk'r, ihoiigb 
eagi r l)r‘\ond deseiHption, scenes to l)e ar- 
tuat((l b}^ tlu' <tr;ing(^st caprice. On tlu' 
t'Animodjties ot Ifnropei the}’ seamed to set 
ii(f,v:du(‘: !)ut :a i/Cil wi(l).saVage ra]>acity 
on tlve inrr.c ^eb'gan.l crodnclions of' thy 
Last! . In vespc'ct^io these, tlie mfee of the 
Dev'an, and ?)n se lf, have bc(m llie greatest 
s\iff<'iers. A befiulitbl piec(^ of ;sil\'cr mus- 
lin, winch tlie fair reader of novels had 
treasured up as her choicest ornament, and 
,on whicl) she set a ten-fold value, fyonrits 

' ‘V 

heiiig ol’ a similar description to tlial whicb 
was worn ihe Right lion. Cady Araminta 
Eleanora BU)oniville,' oh. *he day of her 
nuptials, was seized by these, relentless bar- 
barians, w’ithout reai^rsc., With.a*copious 
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flood of tears, slie bcsouglit ti^cm to spun 
1/cr favourite robt ; but, alar ! the supplica- 
tions of beauty toviclied not tlie heart of 
tliese savage j)limderers, who beliekb un- 
ino\'ed, tlie pearly drops which coursed 
eacli oilier down the fair one’s cheek ! Aly 
cabin affoi Jed a still more ain]Je share oi 
j)lunder. The shawls, the muslins, wliich 
1 intended to have presented to the sister 
of l\*rey ; and the less costly, though in the- 
eye of atfeet/on, no less valuable presents, 
wliich the 'generosity of Gret^iad enaliled 
young Mmton to send to his family : all, 
ail >vere seized, by the uniiallowed liands 
of these ruthless spoilers ! flad they taken 
my whole chest of gokf Alhors, it would 
not have grieved me half so much ! Tut as 
it is a misfortune, for which I perceive there, 
is"no remedy, I must have recourse to thak 
only physic of the hopeless — Patience, 
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From tli^'^uefen of thg ocean, the favour- 
ed Island of Great-B/itain, doos the wan- 
dering Zaannilla noV address the most be- 
loved of friends. — d^^^ng taken leave of the 
Captain and officers, land returned \vell- 
nierited thaqks for their, kind attention 
during our w^yage; ^we- went into a boat,^ 
which had beeii'signt from the harbour, for 
the conveyance of the passengers, and were 
qirickly landed mn one of the ghauts of 
Portsmouth. It i? impossible to convey to 
your imagination, any notion of the mag- 
nificence of the spectacle that’ presented 
itself to our view, in this short pail. 
idea of the sublimity of a fleet of floating 
fortresses, can f)OsSihly ■ conceived by 
those%ho have not beheld t,he unequalled 
scene. The army p#" th^ most •powerful 

VOL. II. I) ’ 
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monarch of the East, though ;iiimerous.,as 
the grains of sand upon the^ sliorcs of the 
sea, the dust of the, feel of whose elephants 
obscures the noon-day sun, cannot, in point 
of grandeur, bear comparison with an as- 
seml)lage of these glories o‘f the ocean, that 
ride triumphant in an English port. 

We have taken up /o'uv j)rescnt abode at 
a soil of choultrie, called an Hotel, and ate 
to s|)end the lemaindcr oi' the d^y together. 
To morrow, we sludl separator- perhaps, for 
ever! Tbctlovcly widow, in whose counte- 
nance 1 see the emotions of tender rtcol- 
lections struggling with thiit amiable forti- 
tude, which strives to repress tlie ibcljngs 
of una\ ailing sorrow, pur])oses going to the 
house .of a friend, at a few miles distance 
from this place, and there to wait tlic ar- 
ri\al of her 'ni'uther.' I am to have the 
ha>j)[)iness of D^'kinuKul's com])aiiy, on my 
journey to London, which is'^a \ eiy^rea1, 
comfort to me, as Wind nivself almost as 
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much at ^loss here, as if I had never be- 
fore been in, an. settlement. The 

Devvnin has been busily em^;l6ve(J in prepa- 
rations for t^he conveyance of his iamilv 
His lacjy's extreme (lelicac}* not permitting 
her to submit to the ordinary mode of tt^- 
veiling-, 'hi hiied uarriages, he has been 
qliliged to purchase one for her accommo- 
dation. l^ippily, mortality which pre- 
vailed a'lnongsL her faVoprites,^!! the course 
of the voyage, has so diminished tlieir num- 
bers, as to itnder their conveyance a nijat- 
tef of little c^PAKATivK (Idfeulty ; had 
they all survix ed, he must surely have had 
■/i carriage builjt for them on purpose ! 


i AM happy 1 had not closed this packet, 
as it givtts nie an ap^ortpnity qf ^secording 
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a scene that lias just now passed,’ while my 
heart still glows with the . emotions it has 
excited. 

The youth, Whom 1 had the good lor- 
tllne to protect from the ruthless fangs of 
the press-ga'ng, jiresented himself before 
me at an early hour this morning. — “ You 
will think me a sad ungrateful feljow, sir, ' 
said he, “ that 1 should not have a])peared' 
to thank you, for the very gaeat service 
you rendered me ; but. the inoment 1 ob- 
tained the 'Captain's leave,,! made the best 
of my way out of this place; as I did not 
chink I should be in safety.' till I reached 
home. I set olF on foot, and had gol 
rather more than ten tniles on my jour- 
iley ' last night, when I was overtaken by 
a Yellow-sfiilor, who informed me of the 
loss you had sukained from the sharks of 
the* custom-houst I-Jikye get here, a bit of 
your India sorjt of stuff, to take home to 
my mother; but I ktfow she w^uld wear 
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Nothing brought her with any satisfac- 

» 

tion, if she thought so'meanly of ine, as ?hat 
. I could basely forget a debt (»f,^ratitude.” 
So saying, he pulled from his bosom a \ ery 
handsome shawl, purchased, no doubt, with 
the scanty earnings of his initiating- vdj*- 
age.’ “ Here, sir^’'*said he, )jresenting it 
to me in a carcie^ss manner, as if in order 
to depreciate .itst vilNye ; “ it is nothing, to 
^be sure," in comparison .of the line things 
you have lost; but, as iS) i.s’re^/ hidutn, it 
may be mofe acceptable to your English 
friends, titan soVaething much be’tter bought 
at home.'’ There was something s(j open 
and iriq-enuous in the countenance of thfe 
youth, while he spoke these words, which 
he did in thy most impressive manner, that 
he altogether, overpowered iny Teeting^t^ 

Protecting Power! I exclaimed, thou, whose 

* * • 

jnighty br.eath can kindle, in the human 
soul,- the tlamfe of. \hrfue^ oh ! grant, 'that 
the son of Zaannilla may.be capable of in- 
spiring, m. the breast a styaijger, suolt 
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sensations as the noble' action of this yontH' 
cauSt-s now to glow iti mine! But think not, 
excellent ypung man; (continued I) that I 
'can deprive thy motl'ier^of the'gifft of such 
a son. No, long may she wear thie, and 
pfdudly may she exhibit it to he'r friends 
.and neighhouTs, as the s^veel plcdg’e of fdial 
affection ; more honourable than the gifts 
of princes! mqic precy^'u's than the jewels 
of (ioleonda'! — I v;as interrupted by the' 
Dewan, who h‘;'d* hiliicrto hcen a sileni 
spectator of all that' had ])assc‘H. Shaking 
the youth ffeJirlily by the Iv’f^id, “ You are 
a nohlg fellow-,” said he, “ and I must know 
n5ore of you; hut you maj, ’uake yourself- 
perfectly easy about this gentleman’s losses, 
as, I believe, I have taken su.ch steps as 
jvjli c'ffect their restitution ; but I must let 
yoif know »where to find me, and assure 
you, that wherever I am, there .you shall 
'have' a friend.’' So-saying, he gave him his 
address, enjoiniBg him to call upon him as 
soon as could, finch an opportunity. 



53 


While he ;^t spoke,, two men arrived, with 
the whole of. the goods which had btcn 
seized by tlie pirates. .The, Dewan desired 
each of us^to*pick out onr own ; but wordd 
give no satisfaction, 'as* to tlie manner 
in which die bail effected their release. 

I am told the carriage waits for me, and 
must tlicreforc ewn'e^ude this long protract- 

'l 

'e.(l Joui’fiai. 

May the Almigl;ty Preserver, whose om- 
nijiolent arm l\th safely guided me across 
the world of waters, to this remote corner 

I • 

.of the habitaljle globe; He, wliose essence 
pervades all space! shed the dews of his 
mercy on the dwelling of my friend ! May 
his choicest blessings rest dn the ‘chiid 
of my affections! the blossom (^f my he^rt! 
and may the sweet bud's of hope, peace, 
and, conlentmentj toiltirtue to e.xpan’d in 
tire virtuous bosom of my gentle Zamar- 
canda ! •* What can 1 say more, 
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.iV'r length, .Maaiulaarji, beliold ine Ir the 
metropolis of England, 4he celebrated city 
of London. My heaijt. 'bounds within me, 
at the idea ^f the new scenes I am about 
to behold. The pulse of expectation beats 
in every vein. — I was all impatience to 
deliver my 'letters of introdj/ction ; but, un- 
luckily, we arrived at the very season of a 
solemn festival, wliich is very.properly eele= 
brated by the Christians, incommemoratisn 
of an event which opened to their view the 
gdorious . hopes of rising from the bed of 
de«tli, to the regions qf eternal glory ! — 
You may well imagine, that a festival ori- 
ginating in suclx a source,^ is celebrated 
throughout the Christian -world with ap- 
propriate jsQlemnitj^. Wi,th them, trim forms 
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and ceremdlfties of their religion remain, 
not merely as a testimoiiy of the superior 
piety which produced them., The,sc insti- 
tutions have not become rcpToach to the 
degenerajpy of succceding'ages ! They have 
not, with them, become a solemn mockery !' 
a satii'e upon a tritling and fitvolous ge- 
neration ! Noj at the time of these holi- 
days, mq^t of .th<j.i4iSnilies of distinction 
retire info the counffy,. that ’they may 
tlicje enjoy the heait-j)urifyy'ig benefit of 
solemn meditation, ^.ininterrupted by the 
business, or pleaSnres of the woWd. Ah ! 
how edifying their devotion ! . How^ ex- 
e'nJplary their^flanduct ! — How happy for 
the community must it be, if the lower 
orders are induced to -tread in tlK’ir foot- 
.steps ! The few people of rank who remain 
in town, are ecpially sedulous in preparing 
their minds for this devtAit solemnity. — 
i'hey frerpient mo pHce.s. t4iat are not pri- 
vate; — private theatricals, private concerts, 
private |)lfSu\ 0 -banks, T h<vve alrea^W heard 
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of; and I make no doubt, thcTe are nume- 
r»us ‘other places of* private. resort, equally 
hoDourajjl(; lot religion, ami favourable Jg 
virtue 1 

By the kind care of my friend' Delomond, 
I am provkled with arveis eonxfnien'L lodg- 
ing, in the sticet whie/i leads to the King’s 
palace. Tiiis palacc^sf'ip. truth, Ijul a mean 
budding, very unlike 'the Durbar of- ail 
eastern monarch. 


•I have spent the greater part of the week, 
fn taking a survey of the town, and exa- 
mining its temples, and other public build- 
in'gs. — The cxttfnibf tins UTetropolis, though 
it shrinks into insignificance, when com- 
pared (lYith the .imp'i^tial residehce of our 
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ancient Rajafis, the celebrated birth place 
of Rama,'*'' or the Ganga-'waslied walls of 
Canongp;"!' is yet suffieieiltly great JU) sliike 
with astonisI1me^U the insi^iiiticant mortal, 
who has helield only the modern cities of 
IJindoostan.” The foot-paths, wliich are 
raised a’t ih? sides of^e'cery street,* are filled 
with a busy throng, where it is curious to 
behold wojnen, as as nuMi, apparently 
intent upon busure^s^ Entering ‘ into t he 
^sbops, and m'a’king puK*has(?s, /with the uii* 
daunted mien of inascddine assurance. Far 
from walking alo^* the strects/with that 
^pmid air of shrinking modesty, whicli dis- 

v^ude, said in tlie Malihabaret, to have been the 

first regular imperial city of Hindoostan, and. extended, 

if we may believe the Brain ins, over a line of ten Yogi^ns, 

or about forti/ miles ; and the present city of Lucknow 

was only a lodge for one of .its gate^. . 

* ’ 

t Canouge, a celebrated jyicient jity of Hindoost^, 
on the banks of the Cadges ; wliose walls are said, in 

tlie Malihabaret, to have been one hundred miles in 

• 

circumference. 
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tiiiguishes the females of ou/ race, when 
they venture intohlie walks of men, their 
fearless^ eye b:nclaunted meets the glances , 
of every beholdei : and happy is it for the 
men of the country that it dotlnso; for if 
modesty was super>added to their other 
cliarms, it would be impossible tct guard 
the heart from tlieir fascinating inlluence. 

Having^ heard, that the first day of llie 
week, Aude^;tye war, f was aiipointed tor 
attending the worship of » the Deity in 
public, 1 expressed to P^lomond my wish 
of being present at the soleipnily. lie de- 
dined accompanying inch l)ut sent td a 
lady of his acquaintance to beg she. Would 

^ See tlie elegant engravings, illustrative of Mr 
Jiodges's remarks on this subject, in Ins Travels in 
^/iidia. 

It is very remarkable,, that the days of the week 
are named in the Shaiiscrit* language from Uie same 
planets to* which they were assigned by the Greeks and 
Romans ^ « / 
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uccornyhodatt^ me with a seat in lier ])e\v. 
— These pews .are little, inclosuies, inia 
which the greatest part. of flie teinplc is 
subdivided. We walked 4,ip that which 
belonged to this Bibby, preceded by one oi’ 
her servants, who openecj the door of the . 
pew, and followed by, another in the saine 
live/y, wlio carried the books of prayer, 
with wliicli, having.p.'ii>ij'cnted us, he retired. 

!• have already obse^'vxaj to you how scru- 
pulqusly thi' Tnglish Christiaans adhere to" 
those precepts of their Shasler, whicli seem 
to dis(X)unteuanck\the outward appearance 
of a religious sentiment; and so rigorously 

OT ^ ^ 

<ro',tbey abstain- from the display of these 
deli„,htful emotion's, that they wdio will 
thankfully acknowledge the most, trifling 
obligations, conferred upon them by the 
meanest of their fellow'- creatures, would- 

r • 

blu.sh to be suspected of j^’ratitude to the 

beneficent Goveimor of thenmiverse ! In- 

» * 

stead of behaving in this temple, as if they 
had assembled togethtr to send, .up their 
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jmited tribute of praise, than^csgivingj^and 
.hunil)(e supplication, to th? Most High, so 
successfully (Jicl they affect the concealment 
of tlieir cTevotiotjal sentiments, that no one 
would have j^aspected they had met together 
for any other puj'pose, but that of staring 
at each other's dre^ss ! I inui^t, ho\ve\er, 
make an exception m regard to a small 
nimd)er of |X"()plcv haj)ited, who 

stood, diaing the KserviLce, in a pjirt of the 
cluiich cailoJ t]ie aisle; these, appeared not 
to have anived at ^uch a stale of pe'rfection. 
Tlicif could not afi'ect indifference, qs they 
joined in the petition for averting the pii> 
nishment of sins ; nor conpleal tlie interest* 
they had in the glad ticrings of eternal hap- 
piness. They listened with peculiar compla- 
<;Gncy to -the accounts of him who camp 
46 preadi the gospel to tlie poor/’ and tlie 
hopes of hishdour seemed to irradiate with 
joy the bosom of Tes*ignatk)n. A female of 
advanceal life^ in whom all these emotions 
were (li^cernible, particular!}?;, arrested my 
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aitention. paleness of her countenance 
spoke her want of health, and the lings 
which sorrow ijad traegd in it, ar coVded 
with tlic sable, weeds of ^wkhnv hoTxl w liich 
she “wore. She appeal cU ready to faint 
iVoni tlie fatioHi’e of louii standini;', and 
made a nuiilcst ap])lication lo a person/ who' 
seenual to ac'l as porter oi* the ]jews,* foi 
admit lanec into on^ji-^hhciu. To my asto- 
nishment, slie mct„with aieliisal; nor did 
ail}' one of^T^e goro-cously ap)xH'edled. Chris- ' 
tiaiis wlio sat in them apjicar to be any way 
concerned for situation; iinh'cd, they 
all seemed to regard tliose v/ho worshipped 
'God Irom the uisle, as if they liad Leeii 
beings of a^n interior race. 1 was, liowever,^ 
well convinced, that Christianity admits of 
no such distinctions ; and supposii^ig* Jthe 
Christian lad}' wlio sat by me, though liea* 
eyes were roving to ail parts of the temple, 

was, ill reality,* too much lengagcd in her 

• * 

d,€\’Otious to observe what passed^, 1 took 
the libert}4 qf acting *for her, and, ppening 
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the door of the pew, invited fne poor sick 
stranger to a seat.- At that moment, the 
priest was picferripg a j)el'i.tion in favour of 
all “ fatitErless 'c|)ildren, and xtidows, and 
all zt'lio are doiolaic and oppressed to which 
the great lady had just uttered tlie response 
■ of, ‘‘ We ^beseech tlpee to heaj us, good 
Lord !” — when observing the poor woman 
by her side, her -fa/i^^.nslantly flushed a 
ilccp crimson ; ragc^ancijndlgnatiqn darted, 
from her eyes, _ and, telling, ffje fainting 
stranger, that “ sh.e was very impudent for 
daring toointrude herself ijsfo her presence,” 
she turned her out into tlie aisle. I was 
wealf enougli to be shocked at the beba-' 
viour of this well-dressed votary of Christi- 
anity. Ah ! thought I, can it be, that this 
wamap sheuld be so conscious of her supe-, 
riority, in every thing which constitutes 
distinction in tlje eye of the Omnif)otent, 

as* to consider dierse^' worthy of sitting in 

« 

his presence, while she spurns from her 
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own,' the liumble child of poverty and ai- 
iliction ? 


1 HAVE just re.u|i^ncd from my first visit 
to Doctor Severan,v the^ genllerr/an to whose ^ 
attentions' Grey has most ^particularly re- 
commended me ; npr could he, according 
to tlie opinion cf Delomond, hav^e done me 
a more essential service. My accompljshed 
friend, who was, it seems, the companion* 
of his youthful studies, tells me, that at the 
university, it aj)peared evident that he was 
born to be the ornament of scierfee. ’Whilst 
other young men were pursuing the gaudy 
phantom of pleasure, his tkne was occupied 
in investigating tin? law* of nature, * in 
tearing the choicest secrets from her reluc- 
tant bosons, or in , Ifacii^g her. r^oot-steps 
VOL. II. E * 
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through the various phasnoniena^of the. n>a- 
tefial^ world. — ^Nor, continued Dclomond, 
_as we dro>^ to4hisgentlen?}Mi'shouse, i.s he 
less estimable as ayinan, thairrespectable as 
a philosopher. * But,, indeed, the connexion 
between philosophy and virtue fs “ so. na- 
tural, that 'it is only- their separation that 
can excite surprise; for is not the very basis 
of science, a sinceih di.sinterc,sted love 
of truth? i\n enlafged'view of things can- 
not fail to deitroy the etfects ef''prejudiye ; 
and while it awakens in the mind the most 
sublime ideas of the greiv? original Cause; 
it promotes, most necessarily, a detestation, 
of everv thing that is meaii or base." We 
just then stopped at the door of his friciid, 
and were ushered into an apartment, sur- 
rounded with shelves of books, arranged in , 
iio very good order; every table, and almost 
every seat, was 'occupied by numerous odd 
shaped vessels, ^ome of. gla'ss, and others of 
metal, but for.what use I could not possibly 
comprehend. The philosopher 'himself at 



Jength appeared : A tall thin man, of about 
forty years of.agy, his .dress put *011 in»a 
Jiiaaner (<jirticularly careless ; but Jfis coun- 
tenance/ so mild, and serious! it was the 
Acry person hi cation of lienignity. lie ap- 
peared rejoiced at seeing Deloniond, who^ 
if possible, was exalted in n)y»e.steeiri, by 
seeing- the degree of estimation in which he 
was held liy the ,p’'s^ifo50j)ber. Myself he 
■received in the most gracious manner; and, 
by his kindness to me, Jip ^ve the most 
convinckig prpof of his r,cgard for my friend 
Grey, of wlioiii, indeed, he spok&wr} hand- 
somely. Me informed me, that Lady Grey, 
widow to the brother of our friend, ^was then 
at her cou'ntry residence, but that lier bro- 
ther, Sir Cajnice Ardent, for whom 1 had 
likewise, a letter of introduction, was » in 
London ; and added, that he should do him- 
self the pleasure of 'accoihpanying me to 
the liouse of this gentleman, the day nfter 
to-morrow ; and hoped that 1 wou]d come 
io cat my hrenhjast xoith him b^orjc.’Uic xcent. 



You wili smile at the invitati(5u; and, no 
deubt, be surprised to find this philosopher, 
whom one would expect to soar above, the 
practices and notions of the-vul^gar, taking 
such a method of shewing his hospitality ; 
but it is a difficulty thing to get the better 
of early prejudice ; po^ do the •generality 
of mankind in any country, inquire into 
the propriety of custW.s, to w.l]ich they 
have been tendered ramiliar by use.' Though 
to us it app^Jars. highly absurd, "“as well as 
grossly indelicate, .to see people looking in 
each othfers’ faces, while/ they chew, their 
food, and calling it sociable to swallow their 
morsel a^ the same moment; it is possible, 
•that these Europeans may think” our solitary 
manner of eating equally ridiculous ; and it 
they abstain from censuring it, is it not a, 
pjoof of their being more enlightened 
Often have I observed to you, and often do 
I see reason to Vepeat the observation, that 
it is they onlyfivho have conquered the force 



69 


of' prejudice in themselves^ that can make anij 
allowance for tdie effects of it in others.^ 


CoFi'5:E-HOUSE&Vs>*miifir to that described 
’in one of niy letters ftom Calcutta, are to 
be. met with* in every quartej- of this city. 
Those 1 have here seen "are schools of poli- 
tics, resorted to by all who takd" an interest 
in public affairs : — a true and authwtic 
statement of winch is daily printed on large 
sh&ets of paper, and copies are, I am told; 
sent to every part of the island.'’ In the 
coffee-houses these are. handed abouT; from 
politician to politician, and furnish matter 
for the general discourse.* For my part, 
though possesseti (\f a sufficient share of 
curiosity, I did not care to be tgo forward 
in seeking* to pry j a to the state *'<ffairs of 
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the country ; but, having accompanied 
Dciomond, yesterday, into a neighbouring 
cohee-house, afid hearing a gentlphiaij-'v’ho 
sat near me declarp, tliat the paper he was 
then perusing, was indubitably published 
.under the inunediale direction of the British 
Minister, I could not lestrain my impatience 
to examine its contents ; and the mo- 

ment he la'id.it down, Feagcrly tlcw to its 
perusal. 

It is impossible to describe to you, the 
admiration with wliicli the reading of this 
pap«r inspired me, for tlie talents and vir-, 
tues of l^his .sapient noble, who nresidcs'^in 
the supreme councils of this happy nation. 
So extensive ! so multifarious ! so minute 
are the subjects of his concerns, that one-' 
ooHtempktes, with astonishment, the mind 
that is capable of grasping such an infinity 
of objects ! In one paragraph, he reports 
to the nation .tlie account of a victory, 
wlxich their armies had pbtained, or nearly 
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obtained, over the forces of their Christian 
enemies ; tells the number of the ’slain— rof 
'Shose who are st^ll suffering; the- agomes of 
pain, far from the sooUn’ng halm of affec-’ 
tion ! far from the healing. consolations of 
friendship!— T(i the fariiilies of such as are 
in a situation to affor^ the expensive insignia 
of sorrow, the names of their fallen friends 
are annpuncecl ; buf, ‘ eo the popr, who can 
only atfprd to wear moaning in their hearts, 
there is no .necessity of givkig such a par- 
ticular accoupt of their friends ; it is suffi- 
cient for them to know, that few, very few 
of them can ever again behold their native 
homes ! In the ^exl paragraph, this puissant . 
statesman informs the world of the safp 
arrival in town of Sir Dapper Dawdle, in hi^ 
phaeton and four; which, and ‘many simi- 
lar pieces of Intelligence, are, no doulrt, 
given, with the beneficenf. intention of in- 
forming the poor and wtetthed, where they 
may find their benefactors those who, by 
their libe^'al and repeated acts. pf. charity, 



have obtained tJic blessipg of them who arc 
ready to perish. Nor is tlie nourishment 
of tlie mind neglected by this wise n^’si- 
ster : the public are informed^ in this news- 
paper, where such books are to be had, as 
are, doubtless, best calculated for their in- 
struction. I have already told you,' that 
the females of this place go themselves into 
the shops, in order to' purchase wljat they 
want; and, methink.s, it is highly praise- 
worthy of this good superintendent of the 
kingdom, to point out tp the fair creatures, 
where they may lay out th,eir money to the 
most advantage. They are in one part 
•strongly assured of the superior excellence 
qf the goods at the Pigeons; m another, 
they are conjured to buy their stockings at 
the ‘^Flccce , their shoes, their gloves, nay', 
the very ppwder, with whicli they disfigure 
their beautiful hair, are all objects of this 
good nobleman'^ tender an.xiety ; Indeed, 
the proper decoration of their persons, 
seems to employ no iliqonsklerable portion 
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of his' attention ; t](ie/e is no deformity ol’ 
the body, no disoi^er of- the skin, against 
t^.k’h they are not here provided witli a 
remedy. Nor* doth royal dignity itself, 
disdain to extend its cares to beautifying 

and adorning tlie female, subjects of these 

• • 

realms*. You will, ^pea-haps, smtle, to hear 
of the royal firman’s being attached to the 
ladies' gofers P.lfui there is not brush for 
.their naU’s, nor a soap i^r. their hands, nor 
powder for.their teeth, nor ^ash for their 
j)retty faces, that is lyjt as highly honoured. 
Alas ! .now much jue these femeti^ indebt- 
ed to a prince, who evinces such une()ual- 
leeLsolicitude fof the preservationjof their 
beauty 1 


, Nor doth the parentaj care of it)yalty for 
the welfare of the people stop herg, Theii'; 
health is an object of peculiar concern. 
Innumerable are* the fists, df medicines 6f 
approved cilieacy, which arg here, recom- 
mended to»tije pubiit*. I,reeko;uitlabovc 
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sixty, that had receiv^c^ the royal sanction, 
sealed by the royal arms, and mentioned 
by royal autliority. When we redect, Jioxv 
many nauseous draughts, the 7'oyal counsel- 
lors must needs have tasted ; how many 
bitter ])ills, they, doubtless, must have 
swallowed, belbrc tliey could advise his 
IVlajesty on a subject so important ; we 
can scarcely refrain from pitying tlie situa- 
tion of tlfose, whose high stations im))ose 
upon them Uie performance such disa; 

greeable duties ! ! 1 could furnish you 

with fufther proofs of the tender care of 
this government, for the liealtli and happi- 
ness of its subjects, but aiA obliged to leave 
off, on account of my visit to Sir (yipdcc 
Ardent. • 



I Ft)RG'feT vvlietli^r *I informe*! you, tiial. 
a necessary j)ait of niy establislirnent, is a 
carriage* • A motlel of wluclv,. 1) hav'e this 
■•morning purchased for ‘you, at wliat is 
called. a toy-shop, tliat 3 'ou nja}" form some 
idea of the manner « 9 ii whicli the great are 
drawn about the streets of this efty. Num- 
bers, however, even of an exalted rank, 
oc«;asionayy wafk : nor is it thought any 
degradation, to make use of thei|; own legs.* 
I this morniug met the Heir-Apparent of 
the thrfme, walking o 4 i foot, in the very 
street in which I liv^; far frpm appearing 
in mj^ eyes as shorn of his dignity, by thus 
condescending to mingle with his people, 
it shed upon it, in my opinion, a ‘beam of 
additional* lustre. .Ah' what a ‘WUnseen- 



7CJ 


(lent degree of excellencfe nuisl we siipj)ose 
tFicse liigWy favoiired Princes to, possess, 
who, together Vith' the dignified sentiineihTs 

V » 

(rf their exalted rabk, enjoy the. advantages 
of that instruction, which is only to be 
obtained by coimncrce with the world ! The 
mirror of truth is setj before tiicin’ and,^ 
surely, they will never turn from it to view 
theinselvc.*! through the distorting* medium 
of venal flattery, and deceitful adhlation ! !’ 
— llul, to re'’ uni from this digression: I 
took uj) Dr Several!, according to appoint- 
ment, anti ■pJ'^^c^^ded with him to the-house 
of the Baronet, which is situated at, the 
upjier end of a short street, lunie of the 
•buildings pf which are yet completech they 
seem as if they were intendet) for houses of 
veiy different sizes and shapes, and at pre- • 
«ent have a yery strajigc apjiearance ; but, 
it is impossible’ to form any idea of what 
they may be, wfien fini-sheih The entrance 
to the house of <Sir Caprice, was somewhat 
obstructed by heaps ol^ rubbish, Occasioned, 
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as M'e soon learned, the destruction of 

i ^ • 

a row o/ pillaj's, of Grecian architcctin«c, 
h'ith whi’ch tlu’ hall had been, originally 
{graced. These proud ornaments, which, 
during the short period of their exaltation, 
had heard* the lofty roQf which they sus- 
tai.ner} re-ccho the ^'ou-es of their flatterers, 
were on a sudden, disgraced, dismissed, 
and hulk'll hegdloiig'to tlie groand ! Their 
•fall was- like that of tU? favourites 'of prin- 
ce^ which shakes the throAe they once 
appeared destined t(i support. A long train 
of dependants were involved in 4l1e mighty 
ruin, and it was not without some degree 
of^langer, that,* following the seiwant, we 
sc. ambled ihrougli this scene of desolation 


to the apartment of Sir Caprice, whom we 
found seated at a large table, *on •winch 
an innumerable (juantity of plays, inaps*» 
models of buildings, and «ther various or- 
naments, were hea})ed. ‘After reading fhc 
letter I had brought him^ pougratulating 
me on my arrival iiCEngjand, au^ inquir- 



iiig alter tlie health of Mr Grey, lie turned 
io Doctor Severan; and expressed, in strong 
terms, the. jia’^ticuiar pleasure he at tba,i 
moment felt *in seeing him. — “ I know 
you are a man of taste, ’ cried he, “ and 
sliall he wonderfully hapjly to have your 
adv'ice on the plan of a new burlding, 
which I intend shall be something very 
extraordinary. Here 'it is, ’, continued he, 
h'.’itung' up a sma'fi model; “ here, you. 
s{'e, I ba\e contrived to unite all the or- 
(l> IS 01 .uchitecture ii\ regular gradation; 
here, you will please to ob.serve, that the 
basis 1.3 truly Gothic; above that, observe 
the Tuscan; above that the Composite, the 
Corinthian, the Doric, the’ Ionic — all [)laced 
as they never were placed before ! Still, 
however, the top is unlinished ; for that 1 
have had many plans ; but that w liicli 
])leascs me besfr* is, the idea of crowning 
the whole with'a Chinese temple; is it not 
a good tliougbt,_ ell ? Perhaps this gentle- 
man ^ ' I'd furnish iht willi a hpt. Pray. 
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sir," tnrning to me, ^has the Emperor of 

China done an,y thAng new in this way, of 

iale r” Tlie philosopher, percaiviijg my con- 

fusion, remmded this nohle Ciiilder, that 1 

was from Bengal, and had never been in 

China in my life* “ Eronj Bengal? Ay, 

I had forg'{)t; a Ilindoo, is he? AVell, well, 

pcrha])s, then, he could give me a jdan of 

a inosqu 4 y a minavet,* or some swell thing; 

, it would, oblige me ext i;?ipely, as It' would 

be ^something quite new ajHWinconimon." 

JYreeiving that he ,wai,ted my answer, I 

tokl him, that I certainly had ditul many 

opportunities of seeing mosijues, some of 

thp. most stately’of which were built from 

thcMuins of our ancient temples, particular-. 

ly that at Benares, the minarets of which 

.were esteemed eminently beautiful ^ belt, 

that as I had never been in one, I jvas alto-*. 

• * 

gether unqualified to give an accurate des- 
cription of them.* “Did iro^ trouble churCh 
much, I suppose, sir ?” rejoingd he, .with an 
arch smile.* “ Good It&vcn.!” cricid.§evcran, 



do you not know,'lbat a mosfjue is a Ma- 
l^oinedaii ])I:tce of worS'hip, , and luive I not 
already told you, -that tliis gentleniun is- a 
Hindoo?”- -" 'Ay, ay, I had forgot, he is a 
heathen. So much tlie better; 1 shall love 
him, if he hates all priests and priest-ridden 
fools ; I never kne>v any good ceinc of 
either. ’’ So saying, lie offered me Iris hand, 
and shook mine in a inost cordial , manner. 
He then ;enewed''Jiis solicitations for th*; 
o].)ini(}n of Severan, in re<rard to the manner 
in wiiieh he should, finish his projected 
building, ^ (a building, for which he had 
not yet fixed ujion a situation) ; the jdiilo- 
sopher eiiuled any furthev dissertation^ on 
the subject, with great dexterity, and linnlly 

l Aplanatioiis of the terms *of Aicliitcctiire, &c 
ilioni>h vt'r> tdM ' ssary to the friends of the Rajuh, it* 
was th(night would be rather tiresome to the I’n^lish 
reader; they are tliereforje: omitted by the Tiauslator, 
who has trcqueutly been obliged to take liberties of the 


same isalure. 
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prevailed upon hiijp to introduce ‘Us to tiu; 
apartment of'his lady. 

% 

We found Lady Ardent, and Ijer eldest 
daughter, in tliQ apartment called tl^e draw- 
ing- rooin.^ Tliey were prepared to gw out, 
and had their carilage veaitiiig for tliem at 
the door; hut, on jour entrance, politely 
resumecT their ‘seats, 'phe coui^tenance of 
neither of these ladies ‘exhibited one bingle 
litre, that could lead to th(? (le\ elojuucut 
of tjieir clianu-'tcrs ; all was placjd unifor- 
mity, ‘and wispcaking regularity of icaturc. 

, Surely, said 1 lo^ myself, these women must 
h5ve ariiv<.‘d at tjie very zenith df perfec- 
tion! • How' efiectuaily must every passion 
have been subdued under the “lorious em- 
’ pire of reason, before th’ey could have attain- 
ed such inexpressive indifference! *[t is true, 
that in their eyes th^ sparjcling chubdaj:* 

• I 

The servant whose business iC its to proclaim iht 
titles of ‘^ny great person^^ge. 
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of intellect doth not proclaim his master’s 
presci'ce — but the apathy which sits uj)on 
their loieheads, speaks in plain language, 
their contempt of the world and its va- 
nities. With them, as with the lielo- 
ved of Krishna, [lain and pleasure are as 

< ' It 

one! The modesty (if i’emale haslifulness 
sealed the lips of the young lady, but her 
mother impiired after my friend Cirev, if 
not with ad'cetion, at least with much po- 
liteness. She' treated me (as I was told by 
Doctor Severan) nith an uncommon de- 
urcc of attention. Slie sfave me a slin of 
stitF jiaper, on which was marked the 10th 
day of the ne.xt month, which ,I was, in- 
formed by my friend, was an invitation to 
a rout ; that is to say, an entertainment, 
wliere a vast number of rafional, wise, and 
well-informed votaries- of immortality, meet 
together, not l^o (converse, but to look at 
eacl) other, and to turn o\'cr the bits of 
painted ])aper called cards 1 After receiv 
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irig ihis mark of her ladysliips atteiilioh^ 
we took our leave, and retired. 

1 was curious to k^iow some i\n tlier par- 
ticulars of a family, whose maimers ii|)j)ear- 
ed to me so peculiar; ahd Doctor Socran, 
whom 1 have the happiness of seeing every 
(lay, has had the goodness amply to gratily 

• V 

my curiosity.' lie heijan >vith* observing, 
that, ‘‘'to those who Make pleasuiV in in- 
\ustigating ‘the jjhenoincfia •thal fall under 
their ohsci vation, etthev mental or malerial, 
it is not sufiieient to say that things [wc 
so ; th('y must develoj) the causes in which 
ihv'y hav^^ originated. As there* are few 
suh^Unccs found in a natural h^talc, whose 
constituent jiii^irts cannot b(‘ separated from 
each other by the meUiods used in chemis- 
try, so there are few predominaiTt disposi- 
tions of the mind, which mav not be ana- 

* . f * • 

lyzcd-aud tracai tJirougii tiicir origin and 
progress, by any one who •will give liiinscU 
the trouhlV t o pursu’e the nccessSr\» proc^^ss. 
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“ This investigation, if accumlely- fol- 
lowed,” continued iny friend, “ will inva- 
j-iahly lead us to the early education of the 
object of it. In it we will commonly find 
an explanation of the inannfr in which the 
peculiar combination of ideas that ulti- 
mately forms character, has been produc- 
ed ; to it, therefore, we must always recur 
in our analyzation of the propeusiiies and 
conduct of any individual. 

“The father of Sir 'Caprice was three 
limes married. — Ilis first wife, who was the 
heiress of a wealthy family, died soon after 
the birth' of a daughter, in whom the for- 
tunes of her family are at present centered. 
— His second wife, the mother of Sir Ca- 
price, hrought him no othef dower besides 
beauty aitd good temper. Her premature 
death overwheliiied him in affliction ; but, 
happily, just as Ite was erecting a monu- 
ment to her memory, in the inscription of 
which h'u gave notice to the world, that 
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his afiVctions were for ever buried in hei 

tomb, a con^ioling angel appeared to com- 

* 

fort him, in the shape of# Lady Caroline 
E’eaumont. 


This kidy, who brcvuglit him only one 

* 

daug^itcr; proved ,an excellent wife, and 
would liave been one of the best of mothers 
to his ^diildrcn, -but for a certain timidity 
of temper, which rcstiiuiied her froi,ii exert- 
in^g authorit»y over the chiJdi^en of another, 
from her, thcrefotP, tjiey met with unli- 
mited indulgence, that most ptfwerful in- 
llamer of the passions, in whose high tem- 
perature, fortitPidc is lost, and sclhshncss, 
arrogance, and pride, arc inseparably uiiv- 
t ed. 


Their father having a dislike,to publii; 
.'.cliools, and resolving th’at his daughter 
should share the adv’antages of a classrcaf 
tylucation with his son, provided them with 
a tutor at, home--1,fie reiercml ^Ir Ergo. 
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Well do I remember bim. lie aft cru aids 
goi! the living of nur ])arish and used to 
stuff’ his scnnoi.s with Greek and Hebrew, 
in such a manner, as to n.ake the ])0'.)r 
peo|)ie stare at the deptli of his knowledge. 
In truth, he was a most profound linguist ; 
a complete' walking vocabulary ; — bat of 
every virtue that dilates the heart, of every 
science that expands the sou], he was com- 
pletely ignorant, 'fixe highest idea he could 
fonn of the cii'orls of human intellect, was 
coiitiiKd to an accurate knowledge of nouns, 
verlis, cases, and tenses; and, to cuminit 
llle^c to the memory of his pujiils, was the 
chief objyct of his solicitude. I’lnpialiticd 
to fix the generous juinci|)Ie in the ductile 
bosom, he attended not to tlie dcn clojunent 
of min'd, but, on thp contrary, ex Killed as 
xharks of. genius, the early whims and ca- 
prices of his pupil, which were, in icaHiy, 
‘the ebullitions of -an unreoulated invagina- 
lion. 
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■ . ■ I( is, perhaps, to lliis want of judg 
ment in the tutor, that tlic extraoixliij.irv 
degree of ardour and .unsteadiness, ‘vvliieii 
has distingui^ilied tlie lJai*onet,inay, in sonu* 
degree, be attributed. A recilai of the 
various aiid op'^xrsite pursuits, in winch he 
has Jieen at ditferent times engaged, \vili hi 
the best illustration 1 can give you of his 
character, which i?/ such a oiie, as, I sup- 
pose, .your eastern \\»orld' has never jno- 
duced. He is, however, bv no iheans an 
uni(|ue in this part of the world ; u heic the 
‘liberty of cofiimiLting\-vcry fo|ly that sug- 
gests itself to the lancy, is consideitd as 
llic most glorious privilege. 

‘•'i'he ardour of Sir Caprice’s mind,” con- 
linueit my friend, “was,, for the li'’^t.two 
years after hisVatliers death, expended upon 
running horses ; at’lehgth, iimling himself 
/n/rew by hi.^ compceis fif the turf, cheat- 
ed by his grooms, and most i'jeqyently dis- 



tancerl at the post, he sold his racers, and 
forswore iNevvniarket foi ever.” 

Here I was obliged to beg an explana;- 
tion from the j)ljilosopher, and found, that 
it is cuslomary for the great men in this 
kingdom, in their exertion of the privi- 
lege hinted at above, to expend immen.se 
sums of money on a very beautiful, though 
useless species of Horses, 'rhe.se animals 
are, hou'ev er, ..doomed to experience the 
effects of flic capricious humours of their 
masters. At one time, they are considered 
as the dearest friends, and most loved coin- 
nauions of their lords, who are never so 
happy, as when in tlie ajiartments of their 
four- legged favourites. While this fit of 
fondnes.s lasts, they are attended by nume- 
rous servants, who, takjng consequence 
from the dignity of their employment, are 
at once the most insolent, apd most rapa- 
cious of the domestic tribe. Some of these 
are employed in rubbing the skins of the 



hol'Sjes into a beautiful poli.sli, while others 
, serve them with the choiecsl food.* Nay* 
so far does their care extend, jhat, as if'the 
clot.hing of natiye were npt’sitfficient, they 
provWe them w ilh woollen f>'amicnts, which 
completely (;over\heir wliple bodies. M ill. 
not Ma^iiulaara think, \]vdt the t^uth Hath 
forsaken liis fiiend, wlien I say, that the 
tormentiijg of these uifforlunate favourites, 
fyrms ony -of the chief amustmumts of the 
English nobility? But, so^it is ; — al cer- 
tain appointed j)eriods, they are brouglit 
out in the midst of a ocfncourseaif specta- 
tors, ''stii])ped of their fine clothing, and 
•forced to gallop ^ound a certain ])icce of 
ground fult speed; while, for the amuse- 
ment of their cruel masters, they arc whip- 
ped, and t'veii goaded by sharp instruments 
of steel, until the blood flows in streams 
from their lacerated bodies, :tjul this is call- 
ed sport! — But, Jto rehur\ fo Sir Caprice 
Ardent. If I rightly rememher, the next 
pursuit upon which, ;trcording tp.I^octor 
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SeveraiVs acco\int, he employed the vigour 
of Ids mind, was hunting. Ihre are no 
Jungles in w.hich to pursue the ferocious 
tyrants of th^ lorest. Here, courage is not 
called forth in the attack of the wild ele- 
phant, or the roaring runi. Nor is acti- 
vity and watchfulness necessary, to guard 
against the sudden spring of the carnage' 
loving tiger. The p^irsuit of a ^inall and 
u'la], called a fo?^, employs the- vigour of 
t]]e I'inglish hunters. Jlie mischief which 
llie [)h!losopher informed me, was done by 
Sir (\ij)rice, and liis friends, in pursidt ot 
this little animal, I confess, appeared lo me 
altogetlier unaccountable. He mentioned 
their having spoiled fifteen farms, lyy break- 
ing down the fences, and that a young 
wood, of great extent, which had been 
planted by Ids father, was, by the advice of 
one of the coftipanions of Sir ( aprice, in 
(Jialer to gi\'e'Tree 'scope, to the magnani- 
mous pursuers of the red fugitive, hurnecl 
to llie ground. A’rtothcr eonrequence 



this (tivrrsion was, to me, equally iiieoui- 
prcliensibie. JVotwithstiiiuling the eoM- 
ness of the climate, it seems.to be prodiic- 
tiw oi'thcinos^ asionisliiiii*: dcLiree ()i iliirst. 
The sum of money, which, •accoidino* to 

the calculation of Doctoi* Severan, was ex.- 

• ^ # 

ptmrletl by Sir Cajujc*;, on tlie wine ynlped 

clown by liis eompaiiioiis of the ehase, 
would, if it ha.d Ixeeii employed in improv- 
•ing the- (incultivated p'uls of liis estate, 
liavc been su-flieienL to have niade tin- bar- 
ren wildcniess.a gar^len ot' delighls. 

“ Next to hunfing, ’ said D.octor Seve- 
ral!, “ sLicececic'd’ the love of eipiipage and 
fine clothes. It was now 1110 ambition of. 
the Baronet’s heart, to attract Llie attention 
of the ladies. His amjiition was* perhaps, 
in no other pursuit of his life, so laidly gra- 
tified. Wherever he appeared, his exqui- 
site tasjtc was the object 'oCunbounclecl :ftl- 
miration. 



“ To have a wife, whose beauty would 
justify the opinion entertained of his taste, 
and who would likewise give him a new 
opportunity of display ing it in the choree 
of female ornaments, now engrossed his 
cares. Such a one he soon met with. You 
have seen his lady. She is what is com- 
n)only called, one oj the he.sl of women. To 
an evenness gf temper, flowing from insen- 
sibility, she adds a strict observance of ah 
the rules of politeness and good breeding, 
taught by that sort of education given at 
modern ■'boarding-schools ; w'hich, being 
directeel to unessential forms, and useless 
accomplishments, renders ihe character cold' 
and artificial. Though incapable of gene- 
rous friendship, or heart-warming affection, 
she is. never deficient in the external cere- 
■monials of respect ; and, though she never 
did a kind or •“good-natured thing in her 
life, the low temperature ..of her passions 
assists’ her in preserving that semblance of 
placidity, often, very imprope-;ly, called 
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■m'cetness', whicli at all times appears in her 
countenance. 


'^With abetter undevstandino;, she mi^rht, 

* O ^ 

perhaps, ha\ c dii^ected the effervescence of 
her husbancTs dispositioil to some u-v^tuf 
puq)Ose, and reslrainecf it within the limits 
of common sense. As it is, she contents 
herself, iT, by the assistance of.a Utile cun- 
nin<^, in 'which women ‘’of tliis ckiss ol' iiv 
tellect arc never deficient, she ?an work out 
any little end,*, to \thi_^h lier little sellish 
mitiJ inclines her. 

” * 

It wcKild be too tedious,” cemtinued 

Severai>, to follow the Baronet through 

all the various whims and fancies, in which 
• . . * • * 

his restless spirits have discharged them- 
selves. 

“ The only perioddn which I ever knew 

t 

reading to occupy mu.ch of his time, was 
sooii after fiis marrkge, when he Hok J:o 



stndyinj^ books of education; and had ac- 
tuali\ fion^ these composed a tieatise, for 
the insliuction of his exjx'cted lieir; whicli, 
liouexcr, was forgot before tlie child had 
Icroncd to speak, for then lie liad turned 

“ It was tlicn, that ilic fine* i^rove of 
oaks and eltcsnuis, the massy richness of 
vvhfKse toiiag(‘ s( reed e(|ually to sluhter and 
adorn liis ''-tately mansion/ was le\ (’I!<'d 
]() till' gsound ; and every spot wiiliin 
sight ()/lhe windows, metainorj^liosed info 

‘ a dry smootli sha\en green,* awkwardly 

» 

sprinkled whlh knarled sappdiig^'s, and nib 
formed (humps of shrubbery. llovy far 
tills spirit of improvement might have led 
him, It is impossible to conjecture ; for it 
was still at its beiglit, when a piece of 
silver ore, found bv one of the workmen, 
in digging' a canal, hilehded to meander 
tlirougfi the grounds, gave a new object to 
liis eve;' ardent mind, . 



“'For llivce slcc|)iess nights, hij tancv 
revelled in all t4ie riches of Peru. Miners 
were broui;]it from various •]jaris of tlie 
kini^dom, and tlie grealost eneoiirageir.ent 
ofl’eretl to those who should *be sueeessful 
in tiiseoveiiilg- the vein, of the existence of' 
wdLiieh,* he could not* entertain* a doubt. 
Huge excavations were made in various 
direetion^, all hegnii in liopt^ ^aud ending 
ill disa])j)ointmcnl : The* miners slricLly 
Idllowed the \isual example oi* our Ih ili^h 
ministers of stnie ; who. when ha\(‘ 

^tnngc'd the nation into/ui unnecessary and 
unsuccessful war, take care, when the ac- 

t • ^ 

count of dyteat comes from one (imii ter, to 
amuse the attention of the public^ with tlic- 
prospect of beJLter success in another; aiul 
^ir Caprite, like tlie hcaiest Britisfi people, 
was too willing to bp deceived, k) suifer' 
liimself to discover the trick. At length, 
findinghis miners*gro>v rich, in proportion as 
lie grew poor, his patience became enlircly 
exhausted ;*and, witlunany execrations ou 
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their knavery, and his own folly, he sud- 
denly dismissed them all, and set himself 
diligently to' repair the devastations they 
had committed on .the face of his estate. 
— It was this circumstance that perhaps 
turned his thoughts to agriculture, which, 
as he contrived to 'manage it, was* as un- 
productive a folly, as any in which he had 
ever yet engaged. With such' avidity, 
however, did he' enter into it, that I well 
renieniber l»iin‘ walking about the fields 
with a silver spoon in 'his ha'nd, to taste the 
diflercnt" composts,^ into tlie sj)eciiie (|ircia- 
tics of which he thought it necessary to^ 
exaniinc; and, ignorant of chemical pro- 
cess, he trusted to his palate, for u disco- 
very of the acids or alkalis they contained. 
It would seem, that, in this particular, it 
had proved' a deceitful guide; — for, not- 
withstanding jiis delicacy of taste, and al- 
though he had Irfid out his fields in the best 
method, that the best theoretical writers 
h^d pWnfed (Jirt, hcliad the worst crops 

i 
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that were known in tlie country ; was, at 

lengtly conteiHed to replace tlie old tenants 

in their ianns; and tinding Ifis estate eonsi- 

d(*td)ly iiHunnhered Jhs various sclieines 

of fortune inakiijg, (avarice luiving no^V' bc- 

jC‘oine the passion which <^hietl\ juedonnnaf 

ed in liis heart), lje*re5olved for a few years 

to. try the economical plan of travelling. 

Ilevacc^'dingly set out -for .the continent, 

\vith his lady, leaviiig'his eldest daughter 

at .the .most fashionahie boanfing-school in 

Loudon ; his ^ccon(t,_wlio had Ina n adopt- 

"etf“tVoT>i the hour of hc^' hirth by }us sister, 

Miss Ardent, remained with her; and the 
• » ^ ^ 

youngest l^ad the liapjiiiiessji^X'i r^g recei- 

vetl uiKl^r the roof of' her exceljenl aunt, 
Lady Grey. 


0 

Sir Caprice Ardent and -his lady re- 
mained abroad for six years; in the course 
of which period Ihs Udy bfought him three 
sons, only one of whom survives; a poor 
puny boy, so completely spiTiled 'hy*nndvi- 
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gence, that there is no bearing his.petu- 
Janci‘ and prate. During Ibe residence of 
our Baronet in Italy, he gave sufficient 
proofs to his friends, 4hat the change ot’,as;r 
inosphere had no effect on the temperament 
of his mind. A'nticjues, music, pictures, 
statues, intaglios, and even butterflies, wcne, 
in their turns, the e.xclusivc objects of. his 
attention. The death of a relation jvho 
beijueathed him a Targe legacy, brought 
him at length back to his colintr^j.just as 
the rage for building llad begun to occupy 
his mind. With its effects you are suffi- 
ciently acquainted; and you will probably, 
before the conclusion of the summer, see it 
give place to some other absunlil,y, which 
will be entered on with equal ardour, ma- 
naged with equal skill, and ultimately 
abandoned with equal facility.” 

« 

Alas! cried I,T find that folly is- a plant 
which flourishes in every clime; it only 
differ^' in' the’ colouring. But if it is not 
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intruding- too far upon your time -and pa- 
tience, I should be glad to know, 'what hue 

it assumed in the young lady \vlib was edu-’ 

^ « • 

raWd by the same tuter. 

My friencl willingly gVatificd my cviiio- 
sity, and thus proceeded : 

.‘>,To -^e eldest sister of Sir Caprice, who 
inherited from nature fi stronp-er intellect, 
and quicker perception than lier brother, 
the tuition of *J[)octtjr.Ergo was attended 
with m-ore beneficial donserpiences. The 
ancient authors, wiiose works were by him 
put- into har hands, merely as^xercises in 
the dead lanojuasres, attracted her at ten- 
tion. She acquired a taste for their beau- 
ties, and soon became sO addicted to read- 
ing, as, at an early period of life rendered 

« 

her mistress of an extensive .degree of in- 
formation. But, alasr! it is not merely a 
knowledge of the fact,§ contained in his- 
tory,, nor a relish for the beJuties o/ poetic 
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imagrry^, nor a superficial acquaintance with 
an} brancli of science, tbat'can cfiecitially 
expand tlie powei's of the human mind. 
For that great end, ’tire judgment musi-fe^ 
qualified to apply them to useful ]>\irposes. 
It vois this deficiency, which led Miss Ar- 
dent to value her accidental altaimnents 
at so higli a rate, as to make her desjrise 
not only the weaknesses, but evoly tlio do- 
mestic virtues of' her own sex. Tlieir oc- 
cupations aifd amusements she treated v'itli 
the utmost contempt f and rhouglit that in 
this contempt, she gave the surest proofnf 
the superiority of her own masculine undcr- 
standiirg. 

“ From her mind the particles of vani- 
ty were not expelled, they only assumed a 
new form. • Instead, of the attention to ex- 
ternal beauty, feminine graces, and elegant 
manners, the Vanity* of Miss Ardent ap- 
peared in an affectation of originality of 
sfntiii/ent, aiiti an mtrepid singularity of 
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coiiduct. In support of this character, she 
altogether lose.s siglit of her own, .which is 
naturally gentle and benevolent; and en- 
f)]jces her opinions in jo •dietatorial a man- 
ner, as renders her equally the ohjec t, of 
* 

dread and tlislike to the. generality of her 
ac(juahitarice. An^l, .iiuleed, it must be 
ackuowiedgfd, tliat this acc()m])lished wo- 
maVi^ailiser eagerness t*o display theslrengtli 
d(' lier rkihd, too often laVs aside that outer 
robe of delicacy, which is only the 
ornament, but the awnour of female virtue; 
and th;,it she never attempts to sliflie, with- 
out exciting the alternate emotions of ad- 
miration and disgust. ’ 

Good heaven ! exclaimed I, and is t/iis 
the consequence of female learning ? 'is the 
mind of woman mi//j/_formed pf such w£al*v 
materials, that as soon as it* emerges from 
ignorance, it must tiecessarily become in- 
toxicated with the fumes . of vanity and 
conceit ? 
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“ Ar,(l (lid your higliness never see a 
niuk ])e(l;*nt ?" replied the philosopher. 

“ Did you. never behold a man destitute 
of early education, and eontined to tlm 
sociely of igiioranl and illitciate people, 
■who liad l)v sonic chance acajuiival a know- 
ledge of bOoks ; and -did he not ajipear as 
proud of his superior information, as ridi- 
eulouslv vain, as arroh;ant, us ostentatious, 
and eoneeited, as' auy learned lady thai 
ever lived ? 'pr, if a more phlegmatic tem- 
j)er j)reventcd the effervescence of 'vanity 
from dis|5laying itself in the same inannex, 
it is ten to one, that he was still more in- 
sufferable by bis dogmatic pedantry and 
superciliousness. The reason vvh^y siivli 
characters arc not so frc(juently to be met 
with amdngst men, is, that (in this conn-, 
.try,^,at least)_tlie education of boys is, in 
some degree ca’Iculated to open, and gradu- 
ally to prepare the mind for the reception 
of knoiUedge ; ,dnit of girls, on the con- 
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trany, is from their very cradles imnJiCdX to 
the cultivation of any one rational idea. • 

i . . 

In tjl^mewtal as in the Inaterial world, ' 
similar caul's will ever p/odiice similar 
cflfec'ts ; Let th*e combipatiou of ideas he 
attended to from the (^arliest pej^iod ot’life ; 
let the mind be early tanijj^. to think ; 
tail|[S>jiJ^to forni a.jus*t estimale of the ob- 
^cts, Vvithin the reach \)f its observation; 
and, apprccuiting every thingj[)y its useful- 
ness, led to see, tlyit genius is less valuable 
thaii virtue, and that the knowledge of 

’ I 

every science, and the attainment of every 
*accompIisliment* sinks into insignificance, 
whetr compared to tlie iKiiform perfornw 
ance of any known duty. Will the mind, 
whetheiiit belongs lo male or female, that 
is thus prepared, be elated into ajrogaijpa ^ 
by learning the opinions df the people of 
different ages, even thoiigl* taught to read 
them in the language in which tlley were 
originally* written i^,’*will^jijt. heegiac less 
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modes'., less amiable, less engaging, Ibr 
]]a\'ing l>een enlarged by this extent ol'in- 
ibnnation ; or Avill ft be less (jualifted for 
the performafiee of social dntiesd becau^ 
it lias been freed from the prejudic’cs of 
ignojanecA and taiiglit to iill its place in 
the scale of' rationaf beings ? Surely, no; 

I need only anention the name of Lady 
(irey, to give the fairest. proof of 
tice of my assertion. This youngeV sisLejO 
of the Arderits, Jiad, under the care of a 
mother, eminently (jualilied Tor tlie task, 
the advairitage of just such an education as 
I have desciibed; but though to all the 
understaiidiiig and acc()m[)iishmeiits of her 
Tstcr, slu* acTd^that brilliancy of iimrglna- 
tion, of which tlje value is so apt to be 
o\ er-es,tiinated by its possessors,*, she is 
ijfT^ier vain, ostentatious, nor assuming. 
Accustomed to.*eon3pare her actions, not 
with the triflers aroulid her, but witli tlie 
pure standard of Cliris^Jan excellence, her 
virtucs.ate all ggnuinh. For instance, the 
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(j'uality'of gentleness, which, in wf^ian, is 
seldom more jhan a passive tai>»eness ol" 
spirit, that yields wit.h()(f.it stiaiggling to the 
encroacljjiicnt^ ol* the turhulent and iiii- 
>7ofthy, is\^in her, the spontaneous off- 
spring;' ot' t.Rie humility; Jt is the transcrij)t 
of'tlu^t wu'sdorn \vh[cli is tVom a*!)ove, pure, 
and peaceable, and lovely ! — J\!t)desly is not 
ill affeetulion of sijifieamish deli> 

tAcy — it is the purity ,oY the heart. Ma- 
ternal f()ndi>ess (and nevea* \^is the heart 
of a mother luore ttniderJy affectionate) is, 
like every other affection of her ^oul, put 
under the controul of reason. .That Wind 
‘indulgence, vvhif h would he prejudicial to 
t/je real interests 'of its objects, is by her- 
considered as a scltish gratification, not to 
be enjo}ied but at the expenee of the fu- 


ture happiness of her child; it is tJierejj^iw» 
wisely restrained, though sometimes at the 


expenc^e of present fefeling.’ Such tender- 
ness, directed by sut\Ji wisdom, is tVe near- 
est possibl* imitation of tlje^ most .anmblc 



attvibi^'s of the divinity ! — And wlio woftld 
piH isuci^a woman as this, jn con)j)ai i,son 

with the west bci^itiful piece of insipid 

> • 

ignorance, ‘thal ever^ opened its e. es ii poi i 
the world? Is there a man,/who would 
prefer the vapid chatter of a pretty idiot 
to the conversation of such a w onura? So 
good 1 so wise 1 so beautiful ! \'cs, iny 
noble Rajah, she is still beautiful lAlviugh 
her eyes have lost l!.oincwhat of that liislrt-, 
which, but a^few years ago, was the admi- 
ration of all beholders, they still beam with 
aniniatiort and sensibility.” 

Ah ! my friend, cried i, you need say 
little to persuade me of her beauty ; the 
accomplishments and virtues of an ugly 
wbman, tan make little impression even 
«si^the i,nind of a philosopher. — My friend 
coloured, but ‘before he could ‘reply, a 
loftd explosion from "the further end of the 
room burst upon our/5 ears, and filled us 
with^rjiomcnta’v tertor. In discoursing 



on''Lildy Grey, my friend had forgo^en the 
neeessary niaiiageinent ©f a retcy^ wliic’h, 
for rraiit of his attention, burst, in pieces. 
I knovv /iiot what were its’ contents, but 
they sent \jrth such sidfo(?ating efiluvia, 

as, had I not been restrajned b\ politeness, 

• • 

would ({u’ickly Imye .driven nife from tlie 
room. 

''•^When "the smoke wtnieli followed the 
e\j)losion was somewhat dis.'^tpated, I ob- 
served my ftiend,, standing in a melan- 
choly posture, with clasped •hitnds, and 
fixed eyes, ruminating on the. misfortune 
that had befallen him. A course of ex- 
pmiments, the ‘labour erf many weeks? 
were by this unhappy accident rendered 
abortive^ It evas a subject that tould riot 
immediately admit of consolation v I 
fore, for some time, preserved fhe strictest 
silenco Just as I was about to open ftiy 
lips with the voice \^f syrppathy, 'the phi- 
losopher, *who had .nevet .Jifted 4ijs eyes 
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froHi remains of tlic broken vessel, 
SLf(lclenly-"‘laj)ping‘ his hands. together, ex- 
claimed, in a ^transport of ecslacy, 1 see 
it! I see it*! — -lleaveijis! wlidt a dv^roveryj 
— Never was "there so fortunate an inch 
dent !" I was at fH*st somewhat' afraid that 
my friend'^' senses had received a Uiock 
from this alarming incident ; but was 
happily relie>;ed from my apprchCi).^i>hs, 
on being informed, < that tlie apj)eaianee^ 
whicdi the nj^^ittrr, contained in the, retort, 
liad assumed on its explosion, gave a hint 
to the pfiilosopher, for tlie explanation of 
some phienomena hitherto unaccounted 
for. In a moment, that fine countenance 
(and never did" Erahnia’ bestow upon 
human soul an index so intelligible) which 
had been* so lately .shaded by tke cloud 
f^^dgspondency, was brightened by the 
emanations Of joy, and irradiated by the 
sniile of exultation ’ and delight, v.l was 
not sufficiently ,initiatf?il in science, to be 
able JQ. oippreciate tii? value of <*the disco- 
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very, which gave such ecstatic pWsure tc 
the uhiul of ilic philosopher; h)^ couteln- 
plated vviih rapture, the nisdom of the 
hyyuortiii-u^ Spirit, whg, when lie spread lire 
volume of\jialiire before his ralional off- 
, sjjrin<>', pa^^se(l this iinallerahle decree 
“ That ti) the iiiiml devoted td its perusal, 
the eorrosive passions slioiJld be unknown. 
That \ shouhl have power d_o assuage the 
Jwnudts of tlie soul Cv foster the emo- 
tions .of viftue; and to pro'^nce a species 
of enjoyment*, pewdiarly its own I” — Sucli, 
O ! Maandaara ! such are the Advantages 
of science ! ! 


AceoRPiNG "^to appointment, I went, a 

I f 

few evenings , ago, ■\J;p Lady Ardent s rout. 
Doctor Severan Jiad the .^ooodne&s to ac- 
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eonipalf.v me ; a piece of condescension, 
which, mnv that 1 know what, sort of a 
thill”- a rout is, I cannot hut consider as a 
very distinguished*CQnipliment. 

• A rout is a species of penanct, of whicli 
the pious A'og-ees o'f Hindoostan never 
conceived an i'dea ; if these people were 
not the professors pf a reiigiou wdifcli pro- 
hibits the worship* of the inferior dcitie^ 

I should say,^it Was a sacrifice ‘to tlie God- 
dess of Fashion ; a sacrifice, not of the 
joint of a finger, or a toe, as we are liere 
told it is the custom to present to that 
Goddess, in some newly discovered coun- 
tries,* hut of every faculty of the. souf, 
that distinguishes the rational from the 
brute Creation. These remain duting the 
of the rout,, in an absolute state 

It is supposed by “the Translator, tliat tfie Rajah 
here alludes to a custom said t^be practised in Otabeite. 
See Cool^. Voyages. 



of suspension. You may imagine,, dear 

Maandaara, w.]iat, a sacriliee ihiu'nmst 1)e 

# 

to people possessed of so niueh wisdom, ^ 
arfv} wlw^,are'so eminently (|ualilied for 
the pleasniV^ of conversation ! Wliat a 
sacrifice ! to be deprived of tlie inter- 
cliange of ideas, of every communication 
of. sentiment, and every advantage of iin- 

N. • * ' 

deist ami ing, a-nd'to be. doomed to sit stif- 
'Uv>g in a crowded room,’ during tlie lengtli 
of. -an evening, with no other ^Jiiployment, 
than that of' t'.vning over little bits of 
painted paper ! 

Jt is noj, surprising, tliat in.suchcirenm- 
stances the countenances of these votaries 
of fashion, sljould so frequently be distin- 
guished by the insipid stare of vacancy, or 
the lowering frown, of discon tc4it. - 

my part, I could not hcljj pitying them 

* • . • 

from my very "soul : I • was particularly 
concerned for a gmup of. young females, 
who were ’placed on a sopiia in a CQJajer of 
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Uie ro\>m, and wlio, instead of cavds^ liclrl 
eAch in Vhcir hand a small tan, which they 
tVoin time *lo IMije opened, and a«;ain shut in 
a very melancholy in*iinner. ' As J) cont^^m- 
plated tlicir situation witli nimdi ('ompas- 
sion, w'cndcrino' whctiier silende had actm 
ally heen iftiposcd upon them as one of the 
dulies of tlie ceremony^ my feelino's were 
etlcctually relieved hy the entrance^if three 
efieniinal e-look iiyi^ youtlis, dressed in 
military h^diit, whose pale faces and jmny 
figures rendered it a matter of doubt to 
which sex they actually belonged, till one 
of them being saluted Lord, relieved me 
from llie dilemma. Whetfier ^there was 
any thing exhiiarating* in the perfumes 
wdiich these Saibs had plentifully bestow- 
ed updn 'their persons, I know hot; but 
aj^jDearance seerned to spread a sudden 
ray of animation over the dejected Bibbys, 
who in a moment began to speak to eacli 
other with wonderful loquacity ; the fans 
wergjipened and shutwjth increasing celc- 
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rity the Chouries upon their were 

with one consent put into nioliott' waving 
like the graceful pluniage/)f the Annoy, 
wh^en iLV'arrie*s the iwesliages of ('amdeo; 
and their ejes, ^which liad hitherto rolled, 
with langufd vaicuity, frt^nn one head-dress 
to anhlher, now lunfed their glances to- 
W4ids that part of the room, where the 
lady-lil^l^ gentlemen stood. Two of these 
‘heroes, with a deu'ree of Ibutitude to vvhicli 
m^ny more gallant-looking lne'4^a)uld liavc 
been uneejuuh turning tlicir backs u])oji the 
fair creatures, wlio so sweetly ^solicited 
their attention, sat dow n at a card-table, 
each placing himself opposite to a wuinkled 
Bibby, ,old enough to be his grandmother. ' 
The young Lord, either possessing less re- 
solution t?lian his companions, or hot con- 
sidering this sort of penance 

• • 

the good of his soul, joined himself to the 

A fabulous bird, frequently merrtioned by the Poets 
of India, as th6 arabassadpr ^f love* 
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t'an-pla^\ing' party of the young ladies.—- 
Dal ness and melancholy vanished at his 
approach ; 'every word he uttered produc- 
ed a simper on the- pretty face“ of Jd.s 
female audience ! the sintper/ at length, 
increased into a tfttcring laugh. Ohserv-^ 
ing that they cast thtir eyes to the 'oppo- 
site side of the apartment, 1 judged it was 
some ohject placed there* that excited their 
risibility; following the direction of their 
glances, I p^redived a lady with a remark- 
ably ])leasaut countenance, who had in- 
<leed no thourie upon her head, and who 
was in every particular less disfigured by 
dress, than any other person ip the room. 
'I was pondering in my own mind, how 
tliis modest and unassuming' personage, 
could* excite the risibility of the fair group, 
*'WIt '' i*Ti,'lady., who h^tl for some time stood 

f • 

near them, apparently engaged in over- 
looking a card-table,, tinned round, and 
addressed them in the following manner : 
“ When you, my Lor^ and Ladies, have 
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.sufficiently amused yourselves in ridicul- 
ing the dres/i of that excellent, woman* I 
hope you will next proceed to .her charac- 
ter. You catinot do, better, than compare 
it with ydur own. I do Assure you, her 
dress is not so widely dlffierent from your’s, 

*'0 

as t*iie furniture .of either IJcr head or 
heart. That very woman, with her flat 
cap abil plain, petticoat, has an understand- 
ing of the hrst quality 5^ and a heart re- 
plele with every virtue.. While she has 
been cultivating 4 he one, and exercising 
the' other in’ the noblest mamitr ; be so 
good as to ask yourselves, how you have 
been employed*? But, perhaps, your obser- 
vations, like those of a *111011 key, can go 
no farther than the ornaments of the per- 
son ? TJien, poor things ! who can blAme 
you, for exereising the highest^yf^vy^ir. 
intellectual powers ; and fdr asserting 
your claim to rationafity, though even ‘by 
the lowest and most equivocal of its cha- 
racteristios ?” — You ’’have beheld, a flock 
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of paroquets basking llicuiselves in the ray.s 
of the sun, .all exerting their little throats, 
and scjualling and chattering with all tlieir 
might ; when, lio ! a cormorant, or other 
hiid of ])re\, has made its a^)pearanee, and 
in a moment, the clamorous voilcs of the 
lit lie gieen-iobed chatterers has been hush- 
ed in silence,— becoming as mute as the 
vegetable tribe, under \(diose friendly leaves 
they sought for j belter. 

Sueli was the effect produced upon the 
pretty gi cMp of Bibbys, by this unexpected 
harangue ; and, I confess, I participated so 
much in their feelings, that I was not a 
little alarmed, when the orator, turning^ 
with a look of ineftable.contcmpt, from her 

i 

disiiiayedliuditors, addressed herself to me. 

did it greatly tend to relieve me, 
w hen I discovered that it w^as Miss Ardent 
w hb tlius did me tjte honow of introducing 
he rsclf to my acquaintance. My friend, 
the phUosopher, had Said enough., to fright- 
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en me, at the idea of holding. any com- 
munication with a kdrticd Utd^. ij'ound 
her, liowever, not quite ,so*forniidable as 
If-^d at tirst appreheiAlcd. She, indeed, ’ 
soon found, lupans, not oidy to reconcile 
me to her* company, hitt to render itj(iuile 
clianuinof. Slie (hrt'eted the conversation 
-to the delightful subject of my dear native 
countiy !_ At-hef desire, I described to her 
the peculiar charms of^tlV blooming land- 
scape, whose exhilaraliilg -Civilities glad- 
den the licaits of ‘the liappy inhabitants of 
Almora. I painted to her im%?nation the 
immeasurable forest, whose trees have.tlieir 
shy-toucjiing heads overshadtnvtid by the 
•\enerj,ble mountains of Cuinmpw. I talR- 
ed of the tjmndc'ring torrents which are 
dashed* from the st-upendous rocks, and 

which, delighted at. their eseapc^rtiiiisi ■‘rite 

• ■ 

frozen North, run to hide themselves in 
the bosom of Alariga. told her of the 
names which they assumed upon their 
route ; eJipatiated on tlie charm'mh banks 



which adorned the course of the rapid 
Gumtjy, dnd of tlv‘e playful meandcrings 
pf the Gurfa. *I had likewise the honour 
of explaining to her, the present political 
state of the country ; it is a subject upon 
which, since I ha<'c been in England, I 
have seldom had any dpportunity, and still 
seldomer any satisfaction in conversing. 
In all tliat relates to. our country, I have in- 
deed found thesc Viajstern lovers of science 
most deplore !Jy ignorant. Y ou may believe 
it impressed me with a Very high idea of 
the superior powers of Miss Ardent’s mind, 
when I found, that she had paid particular 
attention t^i every thing conneeted with 
the history or literature of India. But 
even Miss Ardent has her ])rcjudices, and 
I did not fintl it a -very easy niMter to 
' ediiyinCe her,* that the Mahhabbaret was 
superior to thg Iliad of Homer ; or that 
Calidas was a tlramatic ’Poet equal in 
excellence to Shakspeare. You will smile 
firejudicec ; but consider; my dear 



'iViend, what you would think of the arro- 
gance of ail) foreigner, who w’oiiid ha.ve 
the presuinptioii to j)ut Uic woiks-of his 
Vouiili ymeiu in eoinpetition w ith ihose dk 
nnc IJarcIs, and you Vill, learn to make 
allo\vanc(;s' fdr thif> lady. Slie was sur- 

pri^nl 1,0 hear that I had no^ yet been to 

• * 

see tile representation of an English Natac, 
"^lercvalled a play, <and invited me to be of 
her parfy, to see the'-^jga'formance of one 
the following evening.^ I. was charmed 

■with the invitation, and dicHTot fail in iny 

• • 

■ attendance the letter-loving- Bibby, at 
the time appointed.- 

The Cuilding appropriated to tliis amuse- 
ment belongs to the King, tind is called 
his Theatre*; and to it he sends .bis servants 
for the diversion of the public. They are 
not, however, paid by ‘their masller, but, 
like all the servante of the English jiohi- 
lity, are paid by the visitors. N or are they 
so modest as some* that 'l have seen, at the 
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royal palaces and gank us, who never asked 
for, rheir wages, until they had gialiiied 
niy curiosity ; but these stij)ulated for a 
certain sniii, and (Icinanded it bel'orc they 
pei'mitled me toeiUer. 

My’^exj^ec.+ations, in respect to the mag- 
nificence of the building, and the sj)lendf)r 

r 

of its decorations, wcfc somewhat disap- 
pointed ; but, ujwjjr the whole, it is very 
well contriyci"! for seeing and hearing the 
perforrners.—ijr front of the stage, is an 
aisle largcj: than that in the cburcli, in 
whieh tlie people are, however, treated 
with more resjjcet, being all accommodated 
witli scats; tnid I could perceive, that Acre , 
their marked approbation of any passage 
excited .sf«ne degree of attention Jn the 
great people, who sat in the little pews 
above them ;■ and although among these 
great people, sortie appeare4 to regarti the 
Natae as little as the sermon, talking and 
whispering almost as mticli at the^^^ theatre 
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as' tliey had done in duircli; yet the per- 
formance was lierc, in «-encral, nnu ji better 
attended to l)y all who liad tlw* enjoynimrt 
of fheir senses? — \’orr will llfink this a 

strange cxce|)iion; but yon *nuist know, 

* • 

that a part the royal jhealre is pecu- 
liarly a^)j)j(r|)riaie(l to |lie recc]Wit)n or a 
species of luPaties, called Bucks, who are 
iiKiecd >eiy noisy .and Irouhlesoinc ; but 
^d\() are treated witli aiyaiin^ing degree of 
lenity and forbearance, hv tjie benevolent 
.people, who bQstow^ uj)on them tlie pity 
that due to tlicir unhappy situati#)!). 

Great part of the entertainment seemed, 
indeefi, calculaled for tbcir.ainuscment, as 

it is well known that the eye can be gra- 

* • 

tified by ihe display of gaudy v,olour^, 

even where the mind is destitute of the.. 

. • 

gift of reason. This respecf«to folly, was, 

however, in my opinion, -carrietl too fan; 

• 

and though I slioiild have been well pleas- 
ed to have sfen the grmVn childrep ajnused 
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by the exhibition of a few shewy pictuics 
and other nmnnnery, I could not approve 
of turning the infirmities of old age into 
ridicule, for ihei*' amuseuK-nl. I liad fool- 
ishly thought that all English plays were 
like the plays of Shakspeare ; hut, alas ! I 
begin to apprehend, that theyaie*not all 
quite so good ! Instead of those portraits 
of the passions, which nature spontane- 
ously acknowW'^’^ges for her own, I only 
see exaggerated representations of tran- 
sient and incidental folly. Whetlier it oe 
owing "^0 the peculiar tastfc of the exalted 
Omrah, whose office it is to examine the 
merits of the Natacs that are performed* 
by his Majesty’s servants, or to the limited 
genius of modern poets, I know not, hut 
it appears evident, that all dramatic writers 
in this country, are now confined to one 
plot : A foolisli old man, devoted to ava- 
rice, has a daughter th^t is petulant and 
disobedient, or a son of the same character; 
perhaps two or three of these old men, 
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differing from each otlier in t.Le size and 
shape of the covering of -the head, called* 
Wigs, arc brought into the ‘same piece, 
togCT^ieravith an old unjnarried sister, who 
ahv^ays believc.s herself to be" young and 
handsome. ?Vftcr the yowng people have 
for soifie time excrjiisK’d their Ingenuity 
ill (.|eceiving the vigilance of the old ones, 
and have successfully* exposed to public 
fa,dicule the bodily infiriiiHi^'S and mental 
failings of their several parent!^ they are 
glaired for mawiage, and thus the piece 
concludes. This composition is •sailed a 
Sentimental Comedy, and is succeeded by 
what is teigied aTarce. In the Faixc, his 
Majesty's servants make faces, and perform . 
ijiany droll tricks for the diversion of the 
audience, ‘who seem particularly please'd 
with their .exertions jn this way, j^j^iich- 
they applaud with repealed *|^eals of laugh- 
ter. — And, surely, it^must be highly gra- 
tifying to the imperial mind, to see the 
people pleased at so qji’eap ^ rate^ . 
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The first time I went to the theatre was, 
<is I have already informed you, in com- 
pany with Miss Ardent, wlio was miicli 
disappointed, that tl>e illness of one of the 
royal servants should have prevented the 
representation of a new' piece, written hy 
an En^lfth ofiicer in the service' of the 
East India Company; wliich, in the opi- 
nion of this lady, is a piece of much in- 
trinsic merit. ,’•1^ is taken from tlie hist or, 
of Zingisf and adorned with the tei'-or- 
striking spirit of Zamouca, wdiich blazes 
throughout the whole of the performance. 
To me, I must confess, the presentation of 
sucli apiece would have been ipore charm- 
ing, than either the lesson of moralviy, 
given in the sentimental comedy, or the 
fooleries of the' farce ; but I was informed 
•by Miss Ardent, that I must.be cautious 
how T gave utterance to such an opinion, 
a's nothing is now deemed so barbarous as 
the energy of good sense. — “ If your high- 
ness would haye tli? people o-f this coun- 
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lry,'”’contiiuie(l she, “ entertain a good idea 
of your taste, you must give all your ad-* 
miration to hollow, but high-sounding sen- 
tiinciit. ^Sentiufcut sing-song are the 
fashion of I he day. That it h so, we arc 
much indebted to the cai;e and talents of 
our nioflenr Bards, \v\u\ by such-composi- 
tions as tlie present, spoil and contaminate 
^t])c natiT>nal tasle.’\ Pardon me,’' cried a 
, f;entleinan,*\\ ho stood by,ji^ut in my opi- 
nion, tlie stage does not so much form, as 
f'xjkct the national Jastc. Poetry has al- 
ways Veached licr maturity, whilejier vo- 
taries were in a semi-bai'barous state ; with 
The progress of civilization, she has gradu- 
ally declined ; and 'if we take the* rapidity 
of her decay in this country as the crite- 
rion of our refill emeu Ij we may p roudly 
pronounce ourselves one of the most po- 
lished nations of the earth !”' 

Miss Ardent’s carriage being announc- 
ed, put an /;nd to the’ •conversation^;, but 
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before she stepL into it, she invited liie to 
"dine with her on the following day. — 
“ What!!’ you will say, “ a single unpro- 
tected woman, invite you to her house r — 
Shameful violation of decorum!” — But con- 
sider, my friend — custom, that mighty le- 
gislator, who issues the laws of piopriety 
to the difterent nations of the earth, mak- 
eth that appear amiable and ju'oper in the 
eyes of the p^^j/le of one country, whicl 
in those of another is criminal and absurd . 
and so easily doth c\istom reconcile us te- 
ller capricious decrees, that I received the 
invitation, and went to the house of Miss 
Ardent, with as little perturbation as ff’ 
she had been a gentleman in petticoats., 

' She- received me in an apartment de- 
vote^ to literature and contemplation, 
from whence- it takes the name of study ; 
the walls of the. room, were lined with 
books, all shining in coats of glossy lea- 
ther, yichly ornamented with leaf of gold. 
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Thai pains which in Asia is bestowed in 
decorating the; illuminated page, being in 
England all given to the OMlsidc cover- 
ingv^whicli, it huist be, confessed, gives to 
the study a very splemlid app'earance. 

Tw(? gentlemen Ijad arrived before me, 
ami were already engaged in conversation. 

'i’hese, as Miss Ardtfnl informetl me in a 
whisper, were great Qri^s . — The word 
was new to me, and 1 did not clioose to 
ask for an explanation, but seeing a huge 
book upon the table, which 1 knrew to be 
an explainer of hard words, I had imme- 
diate recourse to*it, and found a critic to be 
“ a man skilled in the art oji judging of lite~- 
rature." What information might I not 
expect to receive fi;om such iiifallib'Ie 
judges, who, as the subsequent desq’jption 
informed me, must be quafified “ nicely to 
discriminate, and’ ahl^ to judge the beauties 
and faults of icritmg.s.'' — The name of a 
great authdr, whose wbrks^l had read with 



satisfaction and delight^ met my ear, and 

Ae fire of expectation was, instantly kin- 

dietl in ,iny» bosom. Conscious that I 
( 

could only skim dif suifacf of th;it ocean 
of wisdom, Contained in the work of this 
great moralist, I now ho])ctl 'to sec such 
hidden gevns prodiioed, to view, as had es- 
caped my feeble search ; bat, judge of jiny 
mortitication, at being , informed 6nly of 
the size of his — Both the Critics j)ro- 
dueed a tlR)usand little instances of the 
oddities of his manuci;, the peculiarity of 
his dresc;, and irritability of his tei)iper. 
But as to, the excellence of his precepts^ 
the strenp'th of his argui'nents. or the sii- 
blimity of his sentiment's — the critics said 
not a word ! 

The name of this author led to that of 
another — a' Poet, to whose verses Miss 
Ardent gave the’ epithet of charming .' — 

t 

Her learned guests,, though, in general, 
obsequiously submissive to hor opinion, 
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did not, in this instance, sccin t» coincide 

with her. instead of i)ointin<>- out 

the defects of his coinpci,sifjoiv, tliey oaiy 
nitwit im'icd the hadifess of his taste, of* 
which they gaye an irrefragable proof, in 
his preferring a m/,vifcr/*potatoe to a^elies- 
nut !~]\liss Ai'dent,* wdio dief not seein 
pk*ased at having the taste of her fa\a)u~ 
rite poet called in*qiiest loji, abjupt i}' turned 
tlie conversation, and fi(??ftvssing herselt'to 
liie, told ine, slie should soAii h'^\'c I lie j)lea- 
sure of introducinir me to some gcjilh men 
of distinguished talents and acfciiowledged ' 
merit, whose names I had probal^ly heaixL 
— ^he thaifi mentioned tlirce of tbe most 
celebrated writers of the present day,* 
every one of .wdiose works I had had the 
advanta^' of reading* with Delomond, in 
the course of our voyage. While cite yet 
spoke, the Chuhdar re-cehyed the names 
of these eelehrktcd^ mew; they entered, 
and paid the tribute of respect to this 
patroness f)f scieru^e^ whc^ wli^ slie was 
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seated invong them, appeared, in my eyes, 
like the (ioddcss Scrresu atti, sunoinuicd 
by the j^ems of tlie court of Vicrania- 
ditya. 

Think, Maandaara ! think \vhat I must 
iuivc fell, at tlie sio-ht of four live auslioi s ! 
You may well belicvx', that I could not 
lind myself in the immediate ])yesence of 
so many learned personages, without expe- 
riencing a emisidcrablc degree of agitation. 
1 remained immersed in siicnt awe .and 
breathless expectation. Surely, said I to 
myself, the conversation of men Avho are 
capable of writing books, mu.t be very 
different frpm tliat of common mortals. 

One of them opened his moutii— I list- 
ened .villi avidity — land beard — ^tbat the 
morning had 'been remarkably rainy. — 
How beautiful is' this, corfdescension, said 
I again to myself, iiY one so wise ! — The 
Cl^ubdar again entered, .it was tb announce 
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that, the dinner was upon the, table. 1 
followed Miss Ardent and her Icaihcd 
guests into the apartment rfestiued I'or this 
rt’^msl, w here, according to the barb.u'ous 
custom of tjie^ country, they sat ibiwii to 
eat at one* table, and conlined their con- 
\x'rsalioii, while reniaiiied at it, {o 

eulogiinns on the good things set hetdre 
them, of which,- in c()mplimeut no doubt 
io the mistress of the- they devoured 
goodly ({uantity. Whik' were thus 
employed, I retired to a sopha at the otlier 
end of the room, wlierc 1 c'offtemphi'ied 
with astonishment, how miudi-men of ge- 
nius eoidj^ eat. At length, the Igng pro- 
tracted feast was iinished ; the manglerl 
remains of the bipeds and the quadrupeds, 
the fi.sh<?s of the sea, .the vegetabfe.^ of the 
earth, and the golden fruits of the .g-arden, • 
were carried off by the dofnesties ; a vari- 
ety of wines supplied tlieir places upon’lhe 
.table— the liquid raby flowed, and these 
disciples ©f the ppet of J^hiraz s«cnicd to 
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unite with him in regard to the sovereign 
elheaey of the sparkling contents* of the 
goblet. 

So much lias been said and sung on the, 
Inspiring powers of wine, that I anxiously 
'ivatcheii its effects oti these men of learn- 

* The allusion is taken from 0 !>e of the odes of 
Hafiz, which, as itdo^^Oot appear among: those select- 
ed by Ml Nolti for his very elegant Translation, wc 
think the following literal one may not prove unac- 
ceptable : 

1. The season of sjiring is arrived, let the sparkling 

goblet go round ! 

2. Seize, U ye youths, the fleeting hour, mid enjoy tlie 
extatic delight of the company of the fawn-eyed 
daughters of love. 

3. Boy ! "fill out the wine, and let the liquid- ruby flow, 
for it is it alone that poureth the oil of gladness into 
the hearts of the unfortunate, and is the healing balm 
of the wounds of the afflicted. 

L Leave the corroding‘^thorn& of worldly cares, and the 
anxiety of ambition, to immortalize the names, of 
Cj^rus and Alexandgr. 
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ing.^ — But, unfortunately for wij and me, 
no sooner wsere the bqttles set upon tlic 
table, than the subject of politics was in- 
trpducied; a subject ivhich", tome, is ever* 
|lul] and barren of delight. To Miss Ar- 
dent, it appeared othesu ise ; she entered 
witlf warmth and. caergy into* the discus- 
sion, and spoke of ministers and their mea- 
sui'cs, of the management of wars, and the 
interests of nations,. ^such a decisive 
manner, as proved Jier qiKiiifit'd to become 
the vizir of an empire. 

Not seeing the conversation likely to 
take a t Jiai to any other subject, and con- 


5. Let me indulge in my favourite wine^ and see which 
of us shall soonest obtain. the object of iiis desires. 

6 . Let mine ear listen to tlie melody of the lute and ^ 
the cymbal, and mine eye& be MiarnTed with the fair 
daughters of Circassia. 

7. Go, O my soul, and ^ive thyself to joy, for it is 
--^jeedless to anticipate to-day the sorrows of to-mor- 


row. 
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;',itlei iiig that the presence of a stranger 
niiglil throw some restraint on the discus- 
sion of affairs \)f state, I took my leave, 
and must confess, ti'at I returned fro.n 
lliis baiKjuet of reason, not allogelher 
satislietl with my e.nlei taiument.’ 

As, after having lost a game at Chess, it 
is my custom tr) ponde'V on the past moves, 
until I tind out the false step that led to 
my defeat, s6 do I ruminate on the disap- 
pointment of exj)ccted felicity, till I make 
a discovciy of the source from which it 
has flowed. . In doing so, I am almost 
alwa}'s certain of seeing it traced to the 
fallacy of ill-grounded expectation. Why, 
.said 1, should I have expected more from 
an author, than froin any other man of 
.sense? When a man has given his thoughts 
a form upon paper, and submitted them in 

that shape to the .perusal of the world, is 

§ 

he from thenceforth tolbe obliged to speak 
in laboured sentencei?, . and to u+ter only 
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itre aphorisms of wisdom ? ( 'arrying my 
reasonings upon this subject a little farther, 
I was almost templed to coijcludc, that tlie 
manners of even a female author, mi<>ht* 
u6£ differ much from that of other women ! 


Every di^^ presents me with some new 
’sid)ject of mt’ditation and perplexity! No- 
thing however has appeared to me so very 
extraordmary,*so altogether incomprehen- 
sible, as the notions whigh the enlightened 
people of London entertain of the duties 
of Friendship. These are capacic/iis as the 
firmament of Heaven — extensive as the_ 
bounds of space ! To have* a few real, 
affectionate, ajid disinterested friends^ we 
esteem a blessingV^served by the Gods 
for theij' peculiar favourites. One such 
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friend apj^rcars to our narrow'" ininds as"li. 
eoridial drop in the cup of life, of su/ii- 
elont ‘efficacy to sweeten its bitterest con- 
tents. Jiulg'c then-o^ the portion of liap- 
piness enjoyed liy a.uation, wdiere every 
man, and e\ er v w qnian of faslii in, boasts 
of hundreds and of thousands o\' friends, 
all equal!}' dear, and equally deserving ! Ip 
this point of view", the ladies of London 
betray an expansion of soul, which I had 
vainly thought reserved for beings of a 
higher sphere. The greater part of these 
fair creatv'-'es devote their lives to the 
duties of Tricndsliip— duties, which are 
in many respects incompatible ^yvith the 
duties of domestijc life. Yoil will, per- 
haps, imagine from this, that the powers 
of the soul are expended in the ngeessary 
interchange of sentiment, with such a 
numerous host of friends. You will con- 
ceive, that these amiable w'omen neglect 
their families, in order (jeo attend the sick- 
beds of tjie ..friends who are affligted with 
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disease — to comfort tliose who ai;e in ad- 
versity — -to console the sorrowful, and t*o 

« 

sympathize in the felicity of ihe-fortunate. 
— IS^o .sij,ch thing. I'liiC iadics of London 
know no more of tlie joys or the sorrows 
of tlieir /t'dW.v, llian tli«y know oi what 
is nov\^ doi'ng in lln; l»ouse of Maandaara. 
Reciprocal good offices, which to our little 
minds ap])ear to he (Re cement of friend- 
“.^hip, have not the smallcs^t intliience in 
uiuting the souls of people of ’fashion in 
the bonds of amity. The only essential 
'duty of friendship, in this melVo’^olis, is 
to be regular and pimcfual in leaving one’s 
'iiame ( wri dr printed, upon a Jjit of 

stiff paper) at the door of the friend’s 
' house, as frequently as the friend lea\ es 
,a similar taJisman at your’s ! Yon can ‘have 
no idea of the zeal with whiyh females, 
in tlie superior ranks, endeavour thus to 
keep alive the divine spark of friendship in 
the breasts of their si.^er beauties. With 
ctpial astonishment^ apd vtyieration* have 
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I l)eheld them hurrying in their splendid 
ehui[)ages, from street to street, dropping' 
these talismaiiic tickets at tlie dwelling 
of every fair friend. To notity thcv ap- 
proach of these votaries of friendsliip, a 
certain great hammer is suspended at 
every rloor, with Av-liich the servanv, who 
may be called the higli-jrriest of friend- 
ship, beats such aif alarming peal, as is 
sufticient to strike terror to the stoutest 
heart. This, it would appear, is a Acry 
necessary part of the ceremony — as, where- 
cver thi; otfering is not made in this man- 
ner, it fails to produce any of the feelings 
of friendship in the breasts of,, the visited. 
“ Do these friends then, you will ask, for 
ever remain strangers to each other’s per- 
sons?* Do they iijever meet ? *- Methinks 
such a species of friendship can be very 
little beneticitil to either party.” 

Be not so hasty, feiy friend, in your con- 
clusions. The ceretnopy I ha'^e described 
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is, it is true, the f)nly means by which tiie 

breath of fritMidship, between these en*- 

« 

lit^hteiied people, can possibly- be kept 
alive; An omission -of* tliis ceremony 
would iiievitaj)l^y convert I he wannest 
fnendsliip iilto the mos> bitter enmity. 
But tlfink 'not ihat.llfis is all tliat is de- 
maixlcd of fricndsliip. No, this is a trif- 
ling' sacrifice, in. comparison of that which 
follow s. Kvery lady, wlx) c,an boast some 
hundreds of friends, make,^? it a point to 
be a/ home on certain cveiiinos, a circum- 
stanee wliieh, from want of liabit^ is ex- 
tremely irksome ; anef no sooner is it 
known &> 1 friends that she is undjy the 
necessity, of performing thi?> penanee, tlian 
tliey ero\v'd to her house, in order to amuse 
• and comfoi't her. The- person who, Ijpon 
these occasions, sees otdy as many friends 
as her house will convenienfly liold, con- 
siders herself as (fuite (leserled. To hav'e 
not only the apartmems, but the passages 
and stairs fiHed with friends, wh(T pant for 
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admission, is a felicity reserved for the pe- 
culiar favourites of fortune ! At llie time 
I visited Latly Ardent, I did not know 
that her Ladyship- was then performing 
penance at home. I did iiat know the 
cause of that arr of dissatisfaction which 
was visible on her lirow. Her apartments 
were, in my opinion, sufficiently filled ; 
as I am sure the heat was sufficiently of- 
fensive ; but I have since learned, that 
of three humhed friends to wdiom she had 
notified her intention of being at home, 
onh) one hundred and fifty had made their 
ap])earance ! This was surely sufficient 
mort'fication to a woman o.^' sensibility. 
But, added to this, was her kind partici- 
pation in the feelings of her servants. In 
the countenances of her domestics she read 
the language of disappointment, and the 
good lady’s soul sympathized in their dis- 
tress. For be it known to my friend, that 
at every card-table present is made to 
the servants, so considerable, as to enable 
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them .to imitate their masters io everv 
species of fol}y and dissipation. The mo- 
ney thus g-iven is indeed,^ I* am well 

infoiuned, considered as ti fund sacred to 

• • 

profligacy and, e^itravagance. As without 
this extra p^y, the servassts of the great 
could neither afford, ter game, nor to get 
flrunk with generous wines, nor to keep 
expensive mistresses, they would, hut for 
this happy contrivance,, bg deprived of 
many enjoyments, which are considered 
by their superiors as the prime privileges 
of existence ! 

In additioai to the methods of making 
and preserving friendship,* which I have 
already, described, there is another now 
fast coming into use, w.hich bids fair,' as I 
am informed, soon to. becomy universal. 
Witli many people of sentiment, those arc 
already considered ^e ’be.st friends, who 
give the best dinners»and suppers. It is 
in this mailer that people; of tow 'birth, 
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and mean education, contrive to make 
rVicnds auiono' the great. • Could Alaan- 
daara listen to the praises sometimes be- 
stowed upon these entertainments; he 
would surely conclude, that the souls of 
people of fashion were destilicd, in their 
fulure state of existence, to animhte the 
bodies of the most detested quadrupe<ls ! 

■ — What can 1 say tiiorc ! 

The aniiahle, the engaging Delomond, 
has this morning left us. • His departure 
is like d (lark cloud, which in early spring 
deforms the face of nature, and checks the 
gaiety of the season with tho. sudden chill 
of a wintry storm. It has particularly 
affected me, as it lias at once shut the pros- 
pect tif prosperity, -which, as I liad flattered 
myself, was fast opening on my friend, and 
deprived me ‘of the sunshine of his pre- 
sence. But, perhajjs, nly disappointment 
with regard to the^ success of Delomond, 
is more in proportion Xo the eagerness of 
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ixiy wishes than to the solidity of my hopes. 
I’he mind, wliicli, like the delicate leaves 
of the Mimosa, shrinks fixiin' e\nery touch, 
is itl-CAlcidatcd to soltcif, the assistance of 
the pow erful^ t>i' gain the favour of the 
great, 'fhe'very looks of the prosperous, 
it construes into arrog'ince ; and is eipially 
woniK^ed hy the civility which appears to 
condescend, and by the insol.ence which 
wears the form of contempt. 

From all these multiplied mortifications, 
some, perhaps, real, and some dnl^' imagi- 
nary, has Delomond hastily retired ; and, 
i’elinqui.shin^y. the pursuit of fortuns^ and 
the {Measures of society, ddvotes^his future 
Tife to, the indolent repose of ohscurity. 
But, alas y how shall he, who was dis- 
comfited by the first thorny branch which 
hung across the path of fortune, struggle 
through the shafp b^ers of ailversity?— 
Can a mind, formed rinythe happiness of 
domestic lift, endowed with.such* exrjuis j^e 
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rclisli fftr tlic refined enjoyment of taste 
and sentimenl, find eonifon in a joyless 
state of s'oli tilde; or, what is worse than 
solitude, the eoiii|ja)iy of the r«<le and 
ignorant? — Ah! my amiahle friend, thou 
wilt find, wlien’it is too late, that the 
road to happiness iS not to l)C entered by 
the gate of fastidious refinement. 


Tk£ first care that occupsd my mind, 
after my arrivai in London, was,, to' pix)- 
cure a safe conveyance for the presents* 
which I had intended to lay at 'the feet of 
the sister of Percy. . 

■ I have just receded hn answer to the 
letter that accompasiied them. — ^It is such 
ag I should have expected from her who 
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was .worthy the esteem of such ‘a brother 
Eut, alas ! ilt is written with the pen of 
sorrow, and bJotted by tbe^ tears of afiflic-^ 
tiorr: *.Tlie amiable c^d man, who supplied 
to her the pl^ce of a father, who loved 
her witii such tendernesS, and was b(;l()ved 
l>y li5r with such <i degree of hliai affec- 
lion, is <>-one to the dark mansions of death. 
She has left the happy abode of her infan- 
cy, and her dwelling is now among stran- 
gers. This >she particularly deploies, on 
iiccount of depriving her of the power ot 
shewing the sense she entertains of my 
friendship to her brother, in any other way 
than by wo^ alone. Her express«)ns of 
grafhucU' have the energetic eloquence of 
“genuine sensibility ! They are greatly be- 
yond iidiat I have merited ; but, when I ' 

consider the tender reflections. that exciteil 

• * 

them, my heart melts into synipathy. 

Alas ! it is easy to* perceive, that this 
amiable yoking womaa is ix)t to be misn- 

vol’.Ti. k 
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bcrcd wit’i the liappy. Perhaps, lier. pre- 
sent situation is peculiarly unfortunate. 
Perliaps, she lias there been destined to 
experience the cold reception, the ^’n-fccl- 
ing neglect, of sonic little, narrow, selfish 
mind to whose attentions she had been 

I 

particularly recommended by her departed 
1 datives. Perhaps, some fricntl of hei 
brother. — But, no ; the ?Y'a/ fi icuds of 
Percy were, like himself, noble, generous, 
and good. Far from being capable of dis- 
honouring the memory of tlieir friend, by 
neglecting to perform the rites of hospi- 
tality to his sister, they have taken an 
'interest in her feelings, anJ» by acts of 
kindness and attention, have endeavoured 
to promote her happiness. And, .surely7 
for no act of kindness can the sister of 
Percy be ungrateful to the friends of her 
brother ! 

The loss of Dylomond, and the melan- 
choly letter of Miss Percy, dwelt upon my 
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and sunk them to a state,of unusual 
depression., I s})cnt the niglit in sadness,* 
and, early in the niiornin",»wcnt in search 
okj^TVwii^encI, tlie. philosopher, wliose con-* 
versa! ion is to me as the rod of Krishna, 
which nc' sooner tou'ihed iht eyes of 
Arjaun, 'tlian he saw'tlie figur<? of truth, as 
it aj)pears unto the (iods themselyes. This 
amiable friend had* of late been so much 
engrosstd by his scieuitilic pursuits, that I 
liad cnjoyeil little of his company. He, 
received me. with an air of unusual viva- 
city. “ When I last saw you,*” !»aid he, ‘‘ I 
am afraid I must heive appeared strangely 
inattentivvf,,,, Hut, in trutl), my mind was 
at ThAt time vefy much, embarrassed, and 
almost solcl^^ occupied on a subject which 
1 did not tlien choose to spcak 'of, buk 
whicli I shall novv fully explain. You 
must know, that I had toely entered on 
a course of experinyjnfs, more intcresf-ing 
than any in which « I have ever yet en- 
gaged, ai^d from which, ^ had*no <loubt, a 
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most iiDportant discovery would result, i 
round it, however, , altogether .impossible 
to go on without the assistance of an addi- 
tional apparatus, the price of w}j'cl}.,,Wis 
far more than I could atlbrd.^ It was litty 
pounds : Little less than a quarter of a 
year’s rent of my whole estate ! What v\ as 
I to do? bespeak it of the artizan, without 
having the money rciidy to pay for it ? 
This would be nothing less than an act of 
wilful dishonesty ; for dishonesty, cither 
to one’s self or others, running in debt 
always is. ■ 

. ■“ Covdd I hope to save it by retrenching 
any of my ordinary expences ? I calculat- 
ed every thing, even to living on fnead 
jjnd watier, but found it impossible I had, 
then, nothing, for it, but to relinquish my 
plan entirely* and since I could not carry 
it on myself, to con\munk:ate my ideas 
upon the subject to »ome more opulent 
philosopheiy by whose means the |jenefit of 



the' discovery might be still gh^en to .tlie^ 
world.” “ Ah ! my fri’eiK],” interrupted I, 

“ I now see ♦that you have no regard for.^ 
m^ir^i would have given me the envi- 
able pleasure, ’the delight of hcipg able to 
. say to myself, that I too, ignorgnt a» I am, 

I too have contributed my feeble aid to 

the ;i.dvancement of science, and the be- 

• 

nelit of society.” “ You arc very good,” 

returned the Doctor, “ *and, I have no 

• ^ • 
doubt of your generosity. But, as the 

action of heat evaporates llnids^ so does 
the borrowing of money, in my opinion, 
destroy tlie independence of the soul : that 
indepcndciftu, which gives life and energy 
^to virtye, without which, it becomes inca- 
pable 4)f being exerted to any truly useful 
purpose. * No ; what I cannot effect by* 
the means which Divine Ji'Qvidence has 
put into my power, Ixhinl?is not intend- 
ed by Providence tfe^t I should effect at 
all. 
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was therefore quietly employing my- 
self ii. unfixing that great retort ; when 
jthis morning, a letter was brought me 
from my agent in the country, liffoi'i ‘uig 
me of his having obtained for me, from 
a neighboiuing ’S(]uire, the sum of fifty 
pounds ; for damages done me, by taking, 
through mistake, a piece of my grouiui 
into one of his iiiclosures ; which sum he 
inclosed to gie in a letter. Thus, you sec, 
my dilemma is quite at an end. I shall 
now go on Avith spirit ; and as I need lose 
no more time, I am just going into the 
city, to give the necessary directions to 
the Avork-people ; who, if they arc any 

^ f I 

way diligent, may have the whole. appara- 
tus completely finished in a w'eekV’ As 
he spoke, I contemplated with delight the 
glow of pleasure which animated his finely 
expressive countenance ; a pleasure so dif- 
ferent from the spailkling extacy of pas- 
sion, that merely to'^liave beheld it, would 
have been sulheient' to convince the most 
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devoted sensualist, of the .superiority of 
mind over ev'cry enjoyment of mere sepse. 

Jla yhm : accepted ^m^ offer of attending^ 
liiili* we were just about to depart, when 
jnevented. ’by the entrance c(jf a ladj^, 
wluise air and manner had in.them some- 
what so interesting, that the unseasona- 
bleiTess (d’ the inte/rujjtion was soon for- 
gotten.- Grief and anxiety' were painted 
on her countenance. Every feature was 
labouring with ill-suppressed emotion, and 
'when she attempted to speak, ^thc tremor 
of her voice prevented her words from 
being distinctly lieard. I, however, soon 
gathered from -her broken sentences, and 
the ^mpathetic replies of the philosopher, 

that she was the wife of an old school- 

• ^ 

fellow, one of his early and csteeme*ci 
friends. — That she had bec’fi born to afflu- 
ence, but forfeited* the* favour of, her 
family by her marfiage ; her husband hav- 
ing virtue and taleilts, buj. no fortune. 



H\s talents, however, had been turned to 
good account ; he had employed himself 
in drawing plans of the estates of the 
caffluent, which his taste taught J/un^ to 
embellish in sucli a manner, as grafiiicd 
the vanity of his employers, by the ad~ 
miration it excited. , He was contented 
with the profit, while they enjojed tlic 
praise. 

Wo were doing charmingly,” said the 
lady, and had the prospect of soon 
getting above the world, and paying oth 
all the little debts, which, at our lirst sett-* 
ing out in life, necessity bad compelled us 
to contract. Wlien, in tlie beginning of 
last Summer; my liusband was sekeS with 
a fever,- which lasted seven weeks ; and 
left him so weak, that many more elapsed 
before he was'able to go abroad. During 
that time, he lo§t sortie of Ips most advan- 
tageous situations ; gentlemen wlio had 



employed him, having, in the'tinje of liis 
illncSs, conltactcd witli others. W'intcfl’ 

came on, and no funds ^isre. provided 

• * • 

agai.’Aiit vis. wants ; my •husband, w hose 

* t ^ 

tenddiness and afi’ection for his familv, 
.seemed to he increased hy the difficulty 
he foiMid in procuring their supljort, had 
a genius fruitful in resources. In those 
monlirs when the seasfou necessarily put a 
.stop to his employments, he wrote for the 
printer of a periodical publfcation, iuL 
wdiich work he tauglit me to assist him ; 
and thus, by our united endeavours, we 
contrived still to keep -up a decent appear- 
ance ; and to maintain with frugality our 
four little ones, tVliose iijnocent endear- 
.nents i^paid all our trouble, and made us, 
when we s^at dorvn to our little meal, for- 
get the labour by which it had been 
earned. Ah ! my poor bab’es !* it is your 
sufferings, that, more ^han his ow n, no^V 
wrings your father’s h^art 1” 



“ But, w'licre is now niy 1'rieiKl?” intei- 
raptcd Sevi'iaii. “ Is he well ? W'hat can 
I do to serve 1;inir Where can I see him'” 

“Alas, he is in prison!” returned the 
lady. ' ‘ lie is in a loathsome, dismal 
prison !— deprived of light, of - liberty, ol' 
every comfort, and enjoyment ; and his 
dear child) en, his pretty darlings, ot whom 
lie used to he so fond, they too must go, 
must he iiiirscd in the abode of miseiv, 
and made familiar rvith every species of 
wretchedness!” — Here tears came to her 
relief, and for some time ehoaked her 
utterance. 

At length, recovering hersclt', and 
Numihg an air of dejected composure, “ I 
beg your pardon,” continued she, (observ- 
ing the mark's of sensibility, that over- 
spread the benignant countenance of our 
friend), “ I did not mean to distress you, 
but ,lt is^ so .few that can feel for one 



afllictioii ! — and the voice of sympatby is 
so grateful hi the woundcal liearL— tlial I 
•could not <lenY myself tfie^‘ef)nsolatiou of 
spcaki)'^'t*;^'ou, 15ut* things may yet go 
better. — My husband has enough owing 
tp him, to enable him to* pay e\ ery one. 
But th*e mlsforlune is, *lhaL his debtors arc 
all j)eyplc of fortune, whose favour would 
be for ever lost, by an *iin timely application 
for money ; and should tl^c news of his 
having been imprisoned for’debf once gei- 
abroad, he is ruined forever! No person 
of fashion will ever employ liinr more !” 

“ I cannof. .think so,” said tlie Doctor,, 
'with'liis.wontcd mildnessi^ ‘‘ we see daily- 
instances of the high favour that is shewn 
to people^of I’uincd circumstances; many 
of whom I have known, even when wortli- 
less and depraved, to meet wTth attention 
and support, frotn people of elevated rafik 
and fashion !” 



“ Ah ! sir,"’ rcp!k'(i the larly, “ these 
Weic people who had squandered their 
fortunes in iiVxury and dissipation; such, 
indeed, sekloni fail to meet pku’ons 
and henefactors ; but, it ‘s far oUicrwise 
with the poor man, who has been struf*’- 
gliii;" with adveisiVy, and employing his 
chbrts for llie maintenance of a vptuous 
wife and family: 'w])cn he fails, he is 
consideicd as, an object unworthy of no- 
bce ; /'/s situation creates no interest; his 
w letchcdness excites no commiseration.” 
— “ But^ydur owm family, my dear Madam, 
— they have it in tlieir porver to extricate 
you from every ditficulty ; ^^ll you permit 
me to apply to them in your behalf ?” 

“ Alas ! sir, I fear it would be in vain ; 
they' are too. fond of money', to give it to 
those who have none. You know how I 
otfenrled them by ihy nuirriage ; yet, had 
my husband succeeded in the world, and 
made & foi'icine,, would not have been 



withliekl from liim. It woukriiaye been 
given, if we had not wanted it; but, now' 

9 

that we are reduced to povef-ff, 1 have no 

• • 

liojrer^of ^saistance from any of my friends. 
Yet would I thank you for making trial 
of an ajjplieafeion to them, tif they kere in 
town — 4jut they are not*. They aTe alf at 
York, except one aunt, who is, indeed, 
very lich ; she is also*Very religious, and 
very charitable, but makes it a ruie, nevwr 
lo give assistance to any who a'rc not o£i 
her own sect.” 

Then,” cried Sevxwan, with, unusual 
warmth, “ whatever are her professions, 
sl\p is .a stranger to the religion of Jesus 
Christ ! *But you have not told me the 
amount of jhe debt, for which youi’ l)u.s- 
band is confined; is it not considerable?” 

“ Alas ! yes,” returnc'd the lady ; “ it if?, 
more than forty pound^ ; and, what with 
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llic haijift 's and the jailor’s fees, will, I 
vlarc say, arise lo little less than lifty !” 

“ Fifty pouink !V rcpcatcd^tJiO' plnloso- 
plier. “ And lifty pounds would release 
your li’usbaud from a jail : 'Fifty pounds 
would restore a fattier to his iufant'family, 
and make the heart of a virtuous woman 
rejoiee. It is the'uohlest of all experi- 
ments! — A ikI detested be the pursuit, that 
vi'ould stand in the way of the happiness 
of a fellow-creature. INIy. good Madam,” 
continued' he, addressing himself to the 
lady, who looked astonished at the iuca)- 
herence of his expression, “ you must 
know, that 1 „tliis indrnii^ made a n\is- 
lake; I thought that Providence ''had selrt 
me fifty pounds, to enable mo, to pursue a. 
pliilosophical disecivery, on which 1 had 
vainl}^ set' i!ty heart : but I now find, it 
h as for a nobler purpose ; it was to con- 
tribute to the happiness of an unfortunate- 
family; hw^it is; and all I desire is, that 



you wouitl consider me only'^ as tlve agent, 
and keej) your thanks for iiini who sedl 


■it. 




Tlic various ^emotions of astonishment, 
doubt, gratifude, and joy, 'wliich fook pos- 
scssiort oftlic ]M)or lady's l)<)soii], struggled 
for-utlcr:incc\ and al length found vent in 
tears. 

The effect upon my feelings, was tMc-- 
powerful to bf> supported ; I left the room, 
and w'hcn I returned, found my [fiend ad- 
vising W'ith the lady, ‘on the steps neces- 
sary to he tal<;,en for her husband’s release... 
I had, fi'om the commeticemcnt of our 
acquaintance,^ regarded the philosopher as 
the lirst o[S human beings. I now looked, 

up to him as .something more, To help a 

• ^ 

. fellow-creature in distress, is the ins' .nc- 
tivc impulse of benevolence ; hut to sacri- 
fice, for the good ofi otlicrs, the darling 
pursuit of^one's lifei to gj'Tfryip »n that 



account, the ‘favourite, tlie cherished object 
of one’s mind ! this belongs* only to the 
philosophy of Jesus. It was now that I 
understood what* gutting off the ^ight 
liand, and plucking out Jhe right eye, 
truly nu^ant. But ah ! my fi'iend, if tliis 
is really tne religion of (Ihrist, how falsely 
are people often called Christians ! 

On the arrival of the man of the law, 
athom the 'Doctor had sent for to conduct 
the business, we all set out'>^*ith the lady, 
for the ‘ place of her husband’s confine- 
ment. 

When we arrived at the great,, gloomy 
mansion, ihoctor Sc\ eran, thinking it in- 
dclicafe to go immediately into the pre- 
sence of his friend,, sent his lawyer W'ith 
the lady to nffdrm her husband of his libe- 

i ^ 

ra'tion, and, in the ihean time, indulged m}!- 
euriosiry with a sight of the prison. 
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You have seen the dungeon^ in whieli 
the Mussulhians coniine their maleliwtors, 
and in whicli their prisoners' of war are 
often Tlooii^ed to suffer" the lingering tor- 
tures of de.spiir; to inhale the noxious 
vaj)ours of pestilence, and to pine ,in all 
the iin* series of disease and famine. liut 
after. wJiat I have said of Christian clia- 
rity, you will, uo doul)t, think it impos- 
sil)le, that in a Clirislian ^country similar 
places should be found. This, indeed, *al 
first sight, appears very iiiex])lical)le ; but. 
it only, serves to confirm me in the Irutl) 
of my former conjecture, rcspechiig a new 
revelation, a fiupplemeulaiy code of Chris- 
tian *law« and Cliristian precepts, wliich, 
m many l^espeets, must very essentially 
differ fron> the old one. * 

V In this new gospel, J liavue every reason 
to believe, from* all .that I haxc o))served 
since my abode in England, that poverty 
is eonsider(id as one of the fiiost heiiiouryof 
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crimes. 


l6\: 

It is, accordingly, b}" tlic Chris- 
tians of the new system, not only stigma- 

I 

tized Avith a degree of infamy, hul by 
iheiv very law s, aiuruiider the iiniheciiaic 
inspection of their sage inagistrales, it is 
punisju'd yn 1 he ’most cxem]>!ary manner. 
The abhorrence in whieli tliis crime is 
liekl by those (Christian legislators, is, in- 
deed, evident throughout the tenour ol' 
their laves. 


Can a person contrive by villainy to 
possess himself of the estate of another, 
provided it can be clearly ])roved, that 
poicrty liad no share in instigating him 
to the offence, the law is satislied ’ with 
simple restitution. But, shodlld a poor 
.starving wretch put forth hi^ audacious 
hand to satisfy the calls of hunger, or still 
the clamorous demands of an infant fami- 
ly, he is condemned to death, or doomed 
to everlasting wre.chcdness. ' You who 
aKe prejudice in favour of the mild ordi- 



nances of our rev ered Pundits, .will, per- 
haps, think* it unjust, that to the iniseia- 
hle mortal who steals the*v'Alue of twenty 
rupee.ts and to him <who holdly ventures 
on *pluiiderinjf the wealth of a family, 
adding muTder to the tnmc of robbery, 
the same punishment should b'f allotted; 
but, you will tulmire the principle upon 
which the laws of 4hesc new Christians 
in this case proceeds. It throws the 
crime of poverty into tlie^scair, which.iu-, 
stantly settles the balance. 

E\’ei) when poverfy constitutx’s the sole 

offence, nothiifg is more equitable than, 

.the punishments which ju'ocecd in regular 

•gradarion, and correspond in c.xact propor- 

tion to tjie degree in wdiicli the'- crime^ 

exists. For instance, within the massy 

walls of this prison, whose^irTni gates open 

to receive the reeking murderer, the mid- 
» 

night thief, and all .those miserable out- 
casts of society, why; lost./ts- "eveny prin- 



ciple ot shame, every feeling of humanity, 
IiaSe sunk into all the brutality of vice; 
those guilty of the crime of poverty, are 
like\rise immured.' 'But think nob that 
the-}’ are all C(jiially vvrctche<J. No; those 
that can citford Ic defraud their cieditors, 
arc suh'ered, by these ise legislators, to 
live in a degree of luxury. Those who 
can save enough from the wreck of tbrmci 
time.s, to pay for their accommodaiion, 
:n''y still enjoy some comparative degree 
of comfort. But, it is those -n' retches who 
have lost' their all, and are alike destitute 
of friends and fortune — it is they who arc 
floomcd to sufiler the bitterness of cojifmc- 
ment, in. all its horrors. 

It is' true, that some ’who follpw the old 
system of Christianity, as it was taught 
by Jesus Christ and his apostles, by whom 
poverty is not considered as so unpardona- 
ble a crime, have exeateJ their endeavours 
for relic ving'-^ie suftcrings of their fellow- 



cieatures, who for small sums, ctre shut uu 
• • « 
ill these dreary abodes of wretehei.lucss. 

But nol withsiauding lliei¥ endeax uiirs, not* 
wiUis tandi’ig* tlie zealous eftdrts, tlie heart 
touching icuK)nstrances of one of these 
.(,'hristiaus of the old school, wjio d^'votes 
his iTfe to the chilifreu of misfortune ;* 
still,, in tliese prisons, many thousands of 
the inhaliitants of this land. of freedom, 
are, left to pine out a •mise<al)l^* existence, 
alike useless to themselves and to socifiv. 
Many, at whose birth the voice of congTa- 
tulation has been raised, and over ndiose 
infant forms the tears of parental tender- 
ness have been fondly shed, are here suffer- 
ed td languish, unnoticed'and ynknown. 

As for ^hose wretches who have com-* 
niitted such offences' agaijisS society, as 
"all nations upon eart|^ haw deemed cri- 

* We suppose the Rajalf points at the benevolent 
exertions of Mf Howard. 



166 


mina], rhey are here held in such just ab- 
lion dice, that it is not t]iout>li. suttk*?cnL 
, to visit their sbrswilli /t /f/poraZ jai- 

nishment, but e\ery possible paMis is laKen 
to preserve them in sucli a ^tsile of* wick- 
edness, as may give them e\ery |)ossil)le, 
chance of being, ac'cording to the failh of 
the lawgivers, miserable to all eternilp. 

This, you may, perhaps, esteem ratlier 
an un justifiable degree of severity. — But 
eousider, O benevolent Maandaara, that, 
by the old Chiisliau Shastcr, none are ex- 
cluded from the hopes of mercy, who seek 
it by sinceie repentance- Mow, nothing 
is more pj-qbable tlian that many of those 
miserable beings, wlio have been unwitt- 
‘ ingly swept into the torrent of Vice; might, 
when they fin.thenrsclves shipwrecked on 
its barren shores, gkidly listen to the voice 
that would conduct them to the paths of 
peace and virtue. - If kept in a state of se- 
pafalion from the bdd, “and favoured with 



iHcaiis of instnictioi) from ihe good, I his 
would, iio.doidM, often be die case. 
then consider what migliU he the conse- 
quence: perhajis, sopie ()f these vde leions 
initj:ht coine lo Jiave'a hiirlier seal in hea- 
veil, than#sonie of lliejjroud and jealous 
guajidiaHs of the laws, wliich lidfd con- 
demued them upon earth. The idea is not 
to Ije endured witli patience ! and to pre- 
\’ent any possibility of its being realized, 
the poor trembling wret^di, •tievv' to ^d('e, 
and whose ;nind is not yet hardened in 
iniquity, no sooner commits. (oi' is said to 
have committed) tire most trifling offence 
that stands w1th\n the cognizance of the 
]a\v, than, hurletl into the society of those 
veterans in sin, of whose replmtance dicre 
is little reason to be afraid, the'unfortu- 
iiale oft'ender is gradually^ trained to an 
equal degree of depravity. - 

Tims, the door of mercy is for evei 
shut ; the returning path to virtue is bar- 



vicaded, and so filled up by the briers and 
t|ie thorns, which these new ('i)ristians 
have Llirown in the way, that, it, becomes 
.|uite invisible; and, lest reflection should 
point it out, intoxicating litiuors arc allow- 
ed in all prisons tg. be distributed in sulfi- 
cient (juantlties, to prevent the most <li.s- 
tant apprehensions of such an event. 
Thus elo these enlightened peo]>le exert 
their endea\ (nirs to fill the regions of Na- 
rcj l^;i I ! 

As for the philosopher, who, 1 need not 
tell you, is a Christian according to the 
old Gospel, he deprecates the whole sys- 
tejn, and w as so , much shocked ^ at the 
sight of the y’oung victims, who are here 
devotexL to vice, in order that t|)ey may 
be afterwards ymmolatcd on the altars of 
justice, that no cordial less powerful than 
the sight of the happiness he had himself 
created, would have had efficacy to restote 
his mind to anv>,dcgree of composure. 



J]eforc I ( oncUidc this cpisllc,. I must 
entreat yon to scml for the good and piou!^ 
.IJraniin Sheennaal : — lell 'liiln, -tliat my 
lieart rqj'roachcs me, for tTie injustiee I 
was guilly him i J im[)iore bis 

j)ardon, I’oi the incredulitj’ w itlMvliieh I 
regai(l<rd bis accouiit of the conduct of 
Cbrkstians. — Experience lias now taught 
me to ackuow ledge, fliat his words were 
dictated by truth, and liis. observations 
emanated from wisdom ! 

All that I have written, thoir Afilt not, 
perhaps, think jnoper 'to read to Zamar- 
canda ; many part^ of it, she certaitil^- 
could .not ..understand ! hut. I request thou 
wbuldst assure her, that the love of her 
brother is liiidiminished. — I embrace my 

son — and implore upop hint l«hc blessing 

• ^ 

all the benignant D^wtaljs ! — May the 
fortunes of Maairtlaara be established for 
ever !— What can I say. more ? 
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LETTER XIV. 

Since i last took »up the reed of friend- 
shij)j my heart has been fretted vvitli vexa- 
tion, and my soul chilled with astonish- 
ment. Will the friend of Zaarmilla believe 
it possible, that I should have found fraud 
and falsehood, venality and corruption, 
even in that court-protected vehicle of 
public information/ that j)ure source of in- 
telligence, called a Newspaper? 

The manner in which I made the dis- 
agreeable discovery was, to ,me, no less 
extraordiiuwy; than tlie discovery itself. 
I went, as usual, yesterday morning, to 
^spend an hour at the neighbouring coffee- 
house, and, on enlering it, was surprised 
to find myself the .object of universal at- 



tenlion. Every eye was turned, towards 
me; some l'e\\- seemed lo reyard me wilti 
•a look of eon tempt ; but tlit y^meral ex- 
presjjioi^ was thal of |fttv and eompassion. 

I had advaueeHto a box, and called for a 
iy;‘ws[)a|)er ; lint was besitatiny w^iclher I 
sliouhT refire (»t stay tff peruse its contents, 
when, a gentleman, whom I observed to 
ese me with ])arti(.*ular eagerness, ap- 
proaching- me with much formality, beg- 
ged leave to impure, whcllrCr I was indeed 
tire Rajah of •Almora, a native prince of 
Hohilcund? On being answered in the 
affirmative, the gentleman, again bowing 
to the ground, thiis proceeded : “ I l^ojae. 
yourdiigliness will not attribute it to any 
want of respect, that I have thus presumed 
to intrutle-^myself into your presence, f 
entertain too much respect, 'for rvhatcver 
■ffs illustrious in birth, or honourable in 
rank, or dignified in 'title, or exalted 'in 
authority, to do any.thing derogatory to 
its greatness. 1 ajn Jbut too conscious of 



the prcjMdice wliicJi youi higline.ss. must 
jijevitably {.‘Uterfaiu against this nation, to 
hope that you wiil look upon any indi- 
vidual belonging to it without siispicion 
and abhonence ! But 1 ho;>e to convince 
you, in spite ot'' the reasons you have had 
to the contrary, that we arc not -Agnation 
of monsters. Some Aurtue still remains 
among us, confined 'to me, and my hon- 
ourable friends, it is true; but we, sir, 
arc* Englishmen*. Englishmen, capable of 
blushing at the nefarious practices of dele- 
gated authority. Englishmen, who have 
not been completely disembowelled of our 
natural entrails : our hdarts, .and galls, and 
spleens, and livers, have not been forcibly 
torn from our bodies, and their places 
supj)lied by sl)awl.s, and lacks, and nabob- 
ships, and dewannes ' We have real hearts 
of flesh and bhx)d, within our bosoms; 
Hearts, which bleed at tlie recital of hu- 
man misery, and feel for the woes of your 
unhappy country, with all the warmth of 



uiKsophisticatcd virtue.” Pcrteiyiiio- my 
intention to sjx’ak, “ I know, sir, wliift 
you would say," cried ‘ Ire, w.ith vehe- 
incnce “ You u'ould tell me, that your 
hatred to tht^ Eng'lisir race was founded 
in nature and in justice. — You would tell 
nu', that it is fcc who have desolated vour 
empire, who have turned the fruitful and 
delicious o-ardcu of llohilcund, into a 
waste and howling wilderness.— /rc, who 
have extirpated the Jioble rjiee oT wai riots, 
who were yout kind protectors ! your in- 
dulgent lords! your henelieent •friends ! — 
to whom you paid a jrroud submission ; a 
dignified obedienVetj a subordination more 
desira.bie than Che iumultu^)us spirit of the 

nTost exalted freedom !” Again *1 attempt- 

« 

ed to sjiital^. — “ Ah !” cried he, in a still 
louder tone, “you need not. describe to 
i«e the ravages you have seen' committed ! 
the insults you have sustained ! You nedfl 
not I ell me, that yoiy friends have been 
slaughtered ; your <;ountry pluntkred ; 



your lioyscs burned ; your land laid waste ; 
your zenana dishonoured ; and lire favou- 
rite, the lovely the virinous wife of your 
affections, jicriiaps, torn from your agoniz- 
ing bosom !” This was a ejjord not lo be 
touched," even hv the rude hand of a stran- 
ger, witnout exciting a visil.)lc ciaotioin 
I see the subject i>s too much for you/' 
cried he, “ it is too- fraught willi horror, 
to be surveyed with indih'ereuce. Nature 
siekeus at the reeolleciioii ; l>ut you need 
sa}’ no more ; depend upon it, 1 sliall 
make a*{3roper representation of your case. 
Through me, your wrongs shall find a 
tongue. I will proclaim to the world, all 
that I have hei^rd you utter. That mays 
of horrors^ that system of Iniquity, which 
your highness would describe, |)hall be laid 
open to the eye of day, and its wicked, 
iiefarioqs, abominable, and detested authoz; 
exposed to the just indig^iation of the con- 
gregated universe!”— At these words, again 
bowing to the groynd^, he turned round. 



and departed. As I had no doubt of tlie 
nnbap])y niait’s insanily, 1 exceedingly re- 
joiced at his departure, and that he had 
dong no mischief to himself or others, 
during this paNixysni ofdcJirium. 

Amhng'tlie crow.d, •which the vocifera- 
tion gf this unha]>py maniac had attracted 
round us, I perceived* one of tlie gentle- 
men 1 liad met at iMiss. Ardenfs ; and was 
happy to take the opjiorluntly of renewwig 
our acijuaintance. From him 1 .learned, 
that the notice of the noisy rirator had 
heen drawn upon m'c, by a paragraph 
inserted in a newspapt'r of that mon]j,pjj, 
which, after numtioning ray name, and de- 
scribing my person, falsely and ^vickediy 
insinuated, “ that 1 had come thilfier on 
behalf of the Hindoo inhabitants of Bengal, 
to complain of the horri|l''cruelties, and un- 
exampled oppression, pinder which, through 
the mal-administratiow of the British Go- 
vernor of India, ws, were made to g>oan.” 



i was cx-'ccedingly shocked at the idea 
of tlie consequences that might arise to 
the chosen- "sepant of the minister, the 
writer of 1 he newspaper, from having suf- 
feretl liimself to he thus /Imposed upon. 
I did not know what punishment miglit 
await the confidential conductor of this 
\ehicle of intelligence, should his master 
discover that he had suffered a falsehood 
to pollute that pure fountain of public 
iuisi ruction, in which his care for the 
morals, the virtue, the fortune, the health, 
and the’ beauty of all the subjects of tin's 
extensive empire, is so fully evinced. — 
Thf gentleman, observir^g my anxiety, 
told me, that the best mefl)od of proceed- 
ing Avas, to authorise the jmblisher to con- 
tradict the paragraph alludec* i'' in the 
next paper; -and that he vv^ould, if 1 chose 

t 

it, go then with h/e to his house. 

Eager to extricate the poor man from 
.the dilemma into which his ignorance had 
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thrown him, I gladly accepted the friendly 
offer, and we proceeded immediately *to* 
the office of this prime ihinister of fame, 
who received us Wifli all the stateliness 
which an ide^of the consequence of situa- 
tion never tails to inspire. The o’entjeman 
took *upon himself to open the business ; 
whi(;h he did, by saying, that he had 
brought with him a slranger, qf high rank, 
who considered himself aggrieved by a 
paragraph, which had beeh that morning 
inserted in hiS paper; and tlien pointing 
it out, .lie told him, that I wdulti expect 
to see a contradiction of that part of it 
which rclatecJ,.to the British Goverii(M’-*iirf 
India, fop whom I entertained sentiments 
of the most profound respect. The con- 
ductor?sJfl’iJgged up his shoulders, and said,* 

the paragraph liad been paid for.” — 

That is to say, the^/ffonttadiction of it 
must be paid for likewise,” returned the 
gentleman. I dare* say, the Rajah will, 
have no objection^” •Observing tht asj:o 

t* 
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nishment that was painted in my counte- 
nance, he told me, that nothing was more 
commonly practised. . “ Yes,” added the 
news writer, “ the. gentleman must cer- 
tainly allow,, that when a 'falsehood has 
been ,paid for, it is not reasonable to ex- 
pect that it can ‘be. contradicted for 
nothing ! — It would be quite dishonour- 
able!” 

What!” cried I, with an emotion no 
longer to be suppressed, “"and is it then 
in the pow'er of a piece of gold, . to pro- 
cure circulation to whatever untruths the 
malignity of envy or, qf hatred may 
'chuse to dictate ? Are tliese the articles 
of intelligence diffused, at juch vast ex- 
‘pence,* over this Christian kingdur.. ? Ah ! 
ye simple people! whom distance has hap- 
pily preserved in^^gnorance of the wa}^ 
o^ news writers, hoy^ little do ye know 
the real value of .what ye so liberally pay 
fot!”’ 
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So much was I disgusted, •that if my 
own character alone had been concerh^d, 
I would rather have subjnitted to the evil, 
than* to the remedy.— As it was, I threw 
down the guinea and departed, with rather 
less reverence for the auldienticlty of news- 
paper intelligence, than I had entertain- 
ed.at my entrance. 

The disagreeable .consequences of this 
affair have not stopped \here : I C!m no 
longer stir abroad, without attracting the 
gaze of observation. Places’of* public en- 
tertainment are filled by the bare expecta- 
tion of beholding me ; all those of 
in the out-^Trts of the. town, have adver- 
tised me, as part of their bill of fare ; and 
I ana^tki^ evening disappointed of the plea- 
sure I expected, at a new*species of amuse- 
ment called a Masqu»f^^ from seeing in 
the newspaper “that my intention is known 
to the public. — In ImCj I can no longer find 
happiness in tlfis metropolis, and would 
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with pleasure, at this moment, re-embark 
6n Uie bosom of that otean, whose distant 
waves now beat ^against the happy shores 
of India. Some week's must elapse, before 
sueh an opportunity can be foiiud. I shall, 
therefore, in the ’interim, avail myself of 
the polite and friendly invitation of Lady 
Grey, and the family of the Ardents, to go 
into the country. 

If'*I can prevail upon the philosopher to 
accompany me, I shall indeed he happy. 
And let not Maanrlaara loo much exult 
over the disappointment of his friend, when 
Ixoufess to him., that e.^perieiice has now 
convinced me, that, though (he novelty of 
manners and opinions may produce amuse- 
ment, and the variety of human ei'var?.c,ters 
afford some degree of jnstruction, it is the 
society of the frieiri we esteem, that can 
alone solace and satisfy the heart ! 
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When I Vainly flattered myself with 
ablaining the company (tf SeveVan,^ 1 had 
entirely ‘ forgot his experiments. He has 
no\^ engaged in them with renewed ar- 
dour ; and so deep!^' is he interested in 
their success, that no- motjv'e, Jess power- 
ful than the possibility oV relieving'^ fel- 
low-creature in distress, would be sufficient 
to make him quit his laboratory. The 
morning after that in which we had visited 
the l)u,*.^jing allotted to the receptkfrj-of 
the Linfortunale people, ‘whom these good 
Christians ]iave so piously devoted to 
Eem«K,/^J paid a visit to the worthy 
family who had been ripened from the 
qjMnishment of povert^'f and, after having 
done what was' in iny power to preserve 


The»PriBcc of Hell, 
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them from' being found guilty of a like 
crime in future, directed them to return 
to Severan the sUm he had so generously 
advanced. 

But though I 'km thus deprived of his 
company for the present, he promises to 
join me, as soon as his scientific engage- 
ments will admit. And in the mean time, 
he tells me, I may expect amusement (I 
wonefer he did not rather say instruction) 
from the characters I shall 10661 at Sir 
Caprice Ardent’s. This man of many 
minds, has left his temples and his turrets, 
his-prMars and pilasters, > his arcades and 
his colonades, to be finished by the next 
lover of architecture, who may chance to 
spring lip in the family ; and hcs'’rctired 
into the country, to ' enjoy, without in- 
terruption, the calri? pleasures of philoso- 
phy. The philosophy, which at present 
engrosses the soul o^ the Baronet, is, how- 
ever,, of U different species from that which 
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engages the capacious mind of Doctor Se- 
veran. It- is a philosophy which disdains 
the slow process of experiment, and chiefly 
glories in contradicting* common sense.. 
Its'main object is to ^liew, that the tilings 
which are,* are not, and jjbe tilings which 
' are mt,- are; and tlys is called* Metaphy- 
sics. 

As I understand the matter, the art of 
these metaphysical champ*ions*lies iq^puzz- 
ling each otjier, and the best puzzler car- 
ries off the prize. 

While these Christian-born philosophers 
pique thenrsJveS in turning from lighfT to 
walk in the darkness of tlieir own vain 
im^in^iohs, may the words that are writ- 
ten in the “ Ocean of Wisdom,” never 
escape from our remerr^Jtance ! 

“ Tliough pne should be intimately ac- 

• * . ^ 

“ quainted with the whole circle of sci« 
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“ cnees, and master of the principles on 

\yliicli the most abstruse of them are 

“ founded; yety if tliis knowledge be un- 

• ^ 

accompanied by the humble worship of 
“ the omniscient God, it shajl prove aito- 
“ gether vain arai. unprofitable.”'* 

I have heard of a conveyance, uhieh, 
although not eligible fir)r my persona] ac- 
commodation, yet will serve to transmit 
tliis if+ter t6 my^friend. 

May he.AvJio possesses the eight attri- 
butes, receive your prayers ! May you walk 
in the shadow of Veeshnu ! and wlien, by 
the favour of Varuna, this letf^ei shall reach 

* This passage appears to have been takeh-tfQpj tlie 
Tervo-Vaulever Kuddel, a composition which bears the 
marks of considerable aRr'^ouity ; and which, though writ- 
ten, not by a Brainin,^3Ut a ^Jindoo of the lowest order, 
is held in high estimation, for the beauties of its poetry, 
and intrinsic value of its precepts. Fart of it has been 
lately transh^ted into English by Mr Kindersley, 



ihc •dwelling of Maandaara, ntayjie read 
its contents ivitli the same sentiments of 
friendship as now beat in, the .bosom of 
Zaarniilla. The brotlier. of Zamarcaiula 

I 

salutes the sistpr of his heart, and weeps 
over tlie tender blossom In^^entrvisled to 
he’r bosonii O that bj. her care Ifis mind 
may Jjc nourished by the refreshing dew 
of early virtue ! ’Whai can I say more ' 
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LETTER XV. 

Pr I to Ganesa ! * How would tlie 
God, whose symbol is an Elephant’s head, 
have been astonished, could he have de- 
scended to have been a spectator of the 
scene I have jjust now witnessed ? Had he 
beheld in what a ridiculous light he is re- 
presented by the philosophers of Europe, 
who pretend to be his worshippers, I atn 
afraid, he would have been more than half 
Ashamed of his votaries. ^ But let me not 
anticipate- You must travel the whole 
jourijey ; and, according to my plan of 
punctual and minute information, you 
must be told,\that I left London the 
morning after that in which my last epis- 

* l iie God of Wisdoln, whose symbol is the Head 
of an Elephant. 
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tic M'as concluded ; and travelled, after 
the manner of the countny, in a carriage* 
drawn by four horses, whicltwere changed 
every, six or eight coss,'“at Choltries re- 
plete with evefy convenience, and occu- 
pied by the politest, the civifest, tind the 
most hospitable people* I have since my 
residejjce in Europe ever encountered. 

Wherever I stopped, smiles of welcome 
sat on every brow, nor waV the bem^ 
suavity of their* manners confined tc^-my- 
self aloni;; it extended even to AiyMomes- 
tics ; and was particularly evinced in the 
cordial looks, and Jcindly gi eetings, .iie-* 
stowed on my Eftglish Sircar, who has the 
uncontrolleci^sbursement of my money. 

I had already travelled u^vards of two 
hutrdred miles (about one hujidred of our 
coss) without meeting^ with any adventure 
worth notice ; and hackturned a few^jgjiles 
out of the great soad,^ into that which 
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leads to -the Baronet’s, when, on stopping 
to change horscjs at the inii of a jraltry 
village, I met, with an unexpected delay. 
They had no horses'at home. I was, t.here- 

%j ’ ' 

fore, under the necessity ^of waiting for 
the reliivn ofSi paii, which* the landlord 
assured me would' hq back in' les's than 
half an hour, and should then proceecj: with 
me immediately. 1* was a little surprised, 

to hear him pro|)Ose having my carriage 

♦ 

diTiw'ji by (W6’/pair, as my English servant 

had assured me, ‘it was a thing ivipossihlc. 

Aiur hi^ jiidgnient had been confirmed,' 

not only by the London horse-hirer, but 

.the master of every inn upon the road. 

'But as the road .was now ifiore broken, and 
« * 
inoie hilly, than I had hitherto travelled, 

I fou’nd that two horses wogl^ suffi- 
cient. And for tliese two I resolved to 
wait with all^ po?Nil)Ie patience. — I do nht 

know that I have hitherto mentioned to 

* 

you, trhat in this country there arc various 
.ways K)f measuring •time ; and that what 



, is with trades'peoplc, inn-keepers, servants, 
&c. called five minutes, isvseldom less than 
one lioiir, by .the sun-diai« ’'\¥hat they 
call aji flour, is a very undeteriniiiate [leriod 
indeed ; being sometimes two hours, and, 
as^ I have frequently knowif it \fith^my 
Englisl* servant, soruetmies the length of 
a whqle evening, hlaking up my mind, 
therefore, to spend t\^o or thryc hours at 
this sorry village, 1 was not ly little pleased 
to hear, that I had the prospect of smde 
company; and that two gentlemen , from 
Sir Caprice Ardent's were in 'thb same 
house. They soon' intrbtluced themselves 
to my acquaintance^ and it was not k«ig» 
before I discoveftd, that these were two 
of the- phihi^Qphers, mentioned to me by 
my fri«ad Stweran. 

They informed me, that they had been 
brought to the viltagf on a disagreeable- 
errand. They had, it seeyis, been stepped 
and robbed in theiu way from LondtJn 
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Ardent" Hall. The robber was now in 
' custody, but their evidence was necessary 
for his comn^itment to prison. On this 
account they WSre desired to appear 
before a magistrate ; ami' as 1 rejoice in 
every rfew s?:ene, from which I can hope 
to acquire a new, idea, I gladly accompani- 
ed them thither. Little did I know, what 
acejuisitions were to be made to my stock 
of knowledge ! or, that in the simple 
business of {ecognizing the person of a 
robber, I was to be made acquainted with 
a complete system of philosophy. Alas ! 
ignorant that I was ! I knew not, that to 
iirmlve the simplest question in perplexity, 
and to veil the plain dictates -of common 
sense, in the thick mist of obscurity and 
doubt, is an easy matter with*' mstaphysi- 
cal philoso'phers ! 

We were shewn into the hall of justice, 
and found the magistrate seated in his 
chair. This , partly ^ personage,, who in 
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figure very much resembled those images 
of the Mandarines of China, which arh 
often to be seeji both in i^ia and Europe, 

with due solemnity df''voice, addressing 

■ • 

himself to the eldest of the two gentle- 
men, desirecf him to examiile thd features 
of the* culprit who .no^e stood before him, 
and .^ay, whether he was satisfied as to his 
identity. “ Much mfty be said upon - the 
subject of identity," replied Mr Puzzle- 
dorf ; “ the greatest philosophers ha^^ dif- 
fered in their opinions concerning jt, and 
ill would it become me to dec'idc? upon a 
question of such vast importance.” “ You 
have but to look in the man’s face,*gir 
^•eturned the magistrate, to see whether 
he is the ici^gntical person by whom you 
haveJbeeii rpbbed ; and I do not seej what- 
a^y philosopher has to sayjconcerning it.” 
‘'Mt would ill become me tc^ instruct your 
worship upon this point,” resumed Mr 
Puzzledorf, “ but his.b^ing identically the 
same, is, in my opiniont altogether in)po|si- 



l)Ic. Nc/r is iny opinion singular ; happih , 
it is supported j)y the most respectable 
autlioritic.^. Lfcke, indeech makes iden- 
tity to consist in 'consciousness, but con- 
sciousness exists in succession, it cannot 
be tlie feme ''in any two moments. His 
liypotbesis, therefore, • is not tenable ; in 
fuel, Watts, Colins, Clarke, Butler, Beckley, 
Price, Priestly, all have, in some degree, 
dilfered from it." “ Pray, sir, were these 
gehilenien Justices of the King's Bench?” 
interrupted the magistrate;' “ if they were 
not, I ntust take the liberty of telling you, 
sir, they were very impertinent to inter- 
Aue dn such questions ! I am not to be 
taught the business of a 5’listice*of Peace.^ 
by any of them. — And agf'n ask you, 
whether that man, who c?-lls himself 
Tobias, r///V/.y Ttoiotby Trundle, be the very 
identical person, by whom you were robbed 
on the 18th instant, on his Majesty’s high- 
way?"-'* I must again repeat it,” returned 
philosopher, “(the thing is impossible ; 
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it is proved beyond a doubt, that there is 
no such (jiiality as permanent identity, 
appertaining to any thing^wfiatfcvcr — and 
that, no one can any mote remain one and 
the same person for two moments together, 
than that two successive moment^ cjj,n be 
one and the same -moment. And if you 
will .give me the honour of stating my 
arguments upon the subject, which 1 shall 
do in a manner truly philosophicjil, I make 
no doubt of convincing yop of the truth 
of my system. ’ It is, indeed, a system so 
clear, so plain, so unanswerable, that 
nothing but the most wilful blindness and 
obstinacy can resist its truth.” “'Tlmt i 
deny,” saifl Mr*”Axiora^ inteirupting his 
friend. “ I,>i,agree rvith you, that con- 
sciousness, Iveing frequently interrupted, is' 
nn^t strictly continuous, andj therefore, the 
continuity of consciousness cannot consti- 
tute identity : I also jillow, that wherever 
there is a chemical combination, thtre is a 
corresponding change ^f properties', a»d 
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that file ihajority of the particles of which 
the aiiaii is coaiposed, are necessarily in 
succession ehaR>;>e(l. — But, .1 assert, and 
will ui](iertake to prove, that there exists 
certain stamina which are never carried 
otf. ,W]tere tliis stamina is situated, will, 
I know, admit of dispute. In the heart, 
say some; in the hrain, say others.- for 
my part, I . think it is most probable, that 
it is placed in that jiart of the brain which 
approaches the nearest possible to the very 
top of 'the nose, vvhicii situation is, un- 
doubtedly, the most convenient for rc- 
cei\ing the notices sent to it from the 
vn-gc'ns of sight, hearing, smelling, &c. and 
'which may^ be more incdhtestably proved 

from the folKrwing arguments-; first”- 

' “ Fire and fury !” exclaimed the Magiotrate, 
“ this is inord. than human patience cgn 
bear ! But de not think, gentlemen, that 
J am to be made a fooFof in this way ; 1 
.shall let you knoAV,“that it is no sucli easy 
"ityitti^l- to make atfooBof me ' And was it 
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not for the sake of my worthy friend, Sir 
Caprice Ardent, I shoirjd let you know 
the €onscqueix:e of insulting one of his 
Majesty’s Justices of the Peace, in the ex- 
ercise of his duty. A vile misdemeanor ! 
breach of decorum ! and ^if:)lJo be 

--t 

suffered to pass with impunity. Once for 
all; I* desire you, si)*, (to Axiom) to exa- 
mine the eountcnance*()f the culprit, and, 
Avithout loss of time, lo dec4are-i-whether 
he l)e actually the person (guilty of the 
aKeo'cd crime 

As for crime,'’ replied Mr Axiom, 1 
absolutely deny the existence of crim^ in 
axiy case wdiateveV. What* is b^^ the vul- 
gar erroneon^^ly called so, is, in the en- 
lighj^etied eye of philosophy, nothing moi e 
tl^n an error in judgment..! And, indeed, 
according to my friend l)(x:tor Sceptic, 
(7"im Trundle's former.master) u e have no 
right to predicate thi^f much. — Fof what 
is right^r what is Avrem^? what is *vic(\?^ 
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what, is virtue ? but terms merely relative, 
aiul •which are to be applied by the stan- 
dard of a maiys., own reason. If, for in- 
stance, the reason of Jk'Ir Timothy Trun- 
lile leads him to revolt at the unjust dis- 
tributiojf of property, and to think it vir- 
tue to give liis feeble -aid towards redress- 
ing that enormous abuse, who shall, dare 
to call it wrong ?” ‘‘ I can tell you, sir,” 
cried the, Justice, that the, law — will think 
it right, that Mr Timothy Trundle should 
be hanged for so doing. — Nor would it be 
any loss to the world, if all the promul- 
gators of such doctrines, the aiders and 
abe'rtors of such acts of atrocity, shared 
the same fate r “ ThaT:f sir,’^ returnc l 
Aiiom, with great calmness^.." I conceive 
to be an error of judgment, on the part of 
your worship.’i — “ You, however, declaie, 
that this is the person by whom you were 
robbed?” said the Justice. “ Yes,” re- 
plied ‘Axiom, “ I have no scruples on the 
s»*bject of his personal identity; identity 
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being, as I said before,” — “ O say no more 
upon the suliject, but l^t the clerk reaH 
your affidavit,, and have^-<]one with it,” 
cried the Magistrate. Ihe clerk proceed- 
ed, and the solemn appeal to the Deity — 
ap appeal wfiich so nearly concc^e^ the 
life of *a fellow-creature, was made — by the 
extraordinary, and, to me, incomprehen- 
sible ceremony, of kissing a little, dirty- 
lookinj; book ! 

O 


The prisonet, who had hitherto- main- 
tained a strict silence, now adtTressed him- 
self to Mr Axiom, to whom, it seems, he 
was well known, having long been»ser- 
TOnt to lire particular friend. He began 
in a sullen lone, as follows ; 

I did not think as ho\y|it would have 
been your honour, that wosld have had 
the heart to turn so. against me at last. 
Many a time and oft ‘have I heaTtl you, 
and my mast.er. Doctor .ISceptic, saf,' thjaf 



all mankrncl were e{|ual, and that the poor 
‘had as good a right to pro|)erly as the 
rich. You said,; moreov er, <^hat they were 
all fools that woUld not make the most 
they could of this world, seeing as how 
•there was’ no other; for that religion was all 
a hum, and the {)arson a rogue, who did not 
himself believe a word of it.- — Nay the 
very last day that ever I attended you at 
dinner, did uat you say, again and again, 
that kings, ptinces, and prime ministers, 
were all worse than pick-pockets ? And 
yet now you would go for to hang me, 
for having only civilly asked a few gui- 
neas'* to make up a little matter of loss I 
‘had had in the lottery. ' I wonder you 
a’nt ashamed to turn so against your own 
‘Words." “ No, Timothy,” returned the 
philosopher, “my opinions are not so easily 
changed. No man ever yet convineetl me 
of being in an error, 'i ou har e only to 
regret your having- lived in a dark age, 
w}ien Vulgar prejiJdices so far prevail, as 



to' consider laws as necessary to the w'cll- 
bciiig of society.— But he comforted, Tinn)* 
thy ! The age of reason a.|)pToaehes. That 
gioric^us era ^ is fast adv^aiicing, in which 
every man shall do tliat which is right in 
his own eye’s, and tl)e fear of the gallows 
slialHiaVe as little.inMuence as the lear of 
liell" 

Ah ! that I had kept to my good 
grandniothefs wholesome ‘docti ineTjf •liell 
and damnation (exclaiKied the. j)()or 
wrelch, whom the Jusiice'ti men were 
now dragging back to prison) — ‘‘ I should 
not now l)e at the mercy of a false jjiend, 
who laughed me out of the tear of God-^ 
and now leaves me to the mercy oti the 
gahows f’—He continued to speak, but 
t^we could no longer hear.^ He was drag-^ 
ged to his prison, and we, Itaving made our 
obeisance to the Magistrate, departed' . I 
have been enabled tltus^circumstantially to 
detail the particglars of this curifRis cw~ ' 
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versation, from the politeness of the Ma- 
ghtrale’s nephew, who was so kind as to 
furnish me with^a copy of his notes, taken 
down in what is cklled Short Hand. 

It is possible, that much of it may ap- 
pear to you unintelligible ; but be not dis* 
couraged. How should our unenlightened 
minds expect to understand the language 
of philosophers, since, from all I can learn, 
they seldom thefroughly understand them- 
selves ? 

On returning to the inn, I found the 
horsey in waiting, the gentlemen’s were 
also in readiness and wO'i proceeded in . 
company to* Ardent-Hall. My reception 
from tJte Baronet was very cordial. 
of his lady was, most frigidly polite.- Hey 
daughter did qot seem to remember ever 
Baving seen me before ; but the elder Miss 
Ardent .shpok me^ by the hand, with a 



degree of frankness, as niascliliire as her 
understanding. 

The conversation of tfie^ev'ening turned 
upon the same topics that had been dis- 
cussed before t he Magistrate ; Mr Axiom 
and Mr Puz^ledorf doing little i^iore than^ 
suppott the opinions* tlicy had ToTmerly 
advanced. Sir Ca])rice Ardent seemed, in 
general, disposed to* agree with the last 
speaker ; and Doctor Sceptic, wlio made 
one of tlie party, made a pbint of agreeing 
with none. — Miss. Ardent Kjtired.to.wrilc 
letters, and her Ladyship and heralaughtcr 
remained as silent as did the friend of 
Maandaara. 


O Sheermaal ! — Wise’and learned Bra- 
min ! — May thy meek ‘and generous sph-jt 
pardon the presumptjon of my igporance, 
which, refusing tp confide in thy-expey^- 
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ence, persisted in cherishing tlif^ ill-found- 
rC.d notion, that all the people of England 
were Christians 1 — -With all humdity, I 
now retract my error ; and confess, that 
of the many religions prevalent in' this 
strange country, Christianity (as it is set 
fori h in the Shaster) has the smallest num- 
ber of votaries ; and, according to the ac- 
counts of my new friend, is fast journeying 
to oblivion. 

o -t 

Mncl) do the jdiilosophers exult, in ex- 
posing the weakness and wickedness of its 
autliors. These artful and designing men, 
who, having entered into a eondiination to 
lead the most vii;tuous lives, having hound 
theinselves to the practice of fortitude and 
forbearance, meekness and magnaniijiity, 
piety towards (god, and benevolence to 'i ’ 
mankind, weakly and foolishly refused to 
take to themselves any nrerit for their con- 
duct; ap,<l, renouncirig all worldly honours 
itnd interests, resigned themselves to per- 
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sedition, pains, tortAires, ami (ll'atb? in sup- 
port of the friitli of their ciocliines. 

AjKtliis appears very foolisli in the eyes 
of the philosopliers; who, ju(!i>-iug of others 
by theinsch^es, pronounce so njuch self- 
denial* fortitude, and* forbearanct^^to be 
utteijy impossible. Tlie God of the Chris- 
tians appears, in then- eyes, as \ ery unrea- 
sonable, in exacting purity of lieart, and 
humility from his votaries. *They therefore 
think it is doing iwucli scrvWe tomatikiml, 
to free them from tliese uneasy restraints, 
and to lead them to the worshi]) of Dewtah 
that arc not quite so unreasonable. 

To make tlic attempt, is all tliat is neces- 
sary, towards obtaining the ajipellation qf 
^Philosopher. 

On examining the Cosha,* I found, 
indeed, that the wgr([ Philo, sojiiicr, wa.‘i 


Diclionar} . 
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said to ^gfiity. “ a man deep in know- 
Jedge, either inonil or uaturar — but, from 
my own experience, 1 can pronounce the 
definition to be nugatory; and tliat tliose 
who usually call themselves such, are men 
who, without much knowledge, either 
moral dr natural, entertain a high idea of 
their own superiority, from having the te- 
merity to reject whatever has the sanction 
of experience, and common sense. 

The Poojah "of philosophers is perform- 
ed to certain idols, called Systems. The 
faith of each system has been promulgated 
by the priest, who either first formed the 
idol, or first set it up to receive the Poo- 
jah of the credulous. This faitli is re- 
ceived hy the votary of the sy^gtem wjth 
undoubting confidence, and defended witliy 
the fervency of pious zeal. It must be 
confessed, that this zeal sometimes carries 
the philosophers to a^pitch of intolerance 
ll^t is repugnant tmthe feelings of a Hin- 



<loo. • Never did the most b'5gt)ted der- 
veish* of tlie Mussulmans, betray moae. 

.V * 

abhorrence at the sight of tile idols of the 
Pagpefa, than is evinced by the worship- 
per of system towards a Cliristian priest ! 
And yet, so 'far are the latter fropi return-^ 
ing any portion of. this dislike, tliat the 
majority of them are very careful not to 
offend the philosophers, by too rigid an 

adherence to the prece])ts of tliat Shaster, 

» 

to which they know their ildversarie's have 
such an insuj)erabkj antipathy. 

All the jdrilosophcrs now at Ardent- 
Hall, perform Popjah to different syffems; 

. and seem to Imve no opinion in common, 
except the expectation of the return of 
the Suttee; Jogue, which they distinguisj) 
by the name of 'Vht Age oj Reason. 

* The antipathy of the A^ussulmans to every species 
of idolatry, is still the occasion of frequent disturbance 
to the Hindoos, in the perfbrmance of the'^uperstiliouK 
ceremonies of their relipon. • i». ^ 



In Blessed era. of purity and per- 
rfrction, it is believed by each of the j)liilo- 
sophers, that ll;e worsliip of liis idol shall 
be establislied ; and tlie doelrines bf his 
priest be the faitli of the M^orkl 

Tlien,’’ says IVIr^Piizzledorf, \vill be 
evinc'ed tlie dignity of man/’ for this is the 
idol to which Mr Piu.zledorf professes the 
perfonnance of Poojah. You aie, perhaps, 
eurioifs to knovv in what this dignity eon- 
sisis?. Know, 4hen, that it apjx’ars,. from 
the researches of the priest of iMr Puzzle- 
dorf- — that some d.ticrenee, in point of or- 
ganization, doth actually exist between 
him and a bambop, or a bianible-bush : ikj 
brain bavin”' as yet been discox'ered in any 
of tlie* vegelable tribes. Sliopld snelj a 
discovery crown the labours of some fu-' 
turc philosopher, what a sad stroke will 
it b'e to the dignity bf man? He will then 
be reduced to a Icvg}, not only with the 
b^^isls ('t',the field, but with the very trees 



ot the forest ! The similarity h already 
t(X) conspicuous. Like them, he is dooiur, 
ed slowly to advance to’ ii^aturity ; sliort- 
ly to tfourish, and quickly to decay. Like 
them too, according to the faith of Mr 
Puzzlerlr>rf, lie is doomed to moit^lder into ^ 
dusi, from which .there is no ho])es of 
resusejiatiom no pros])eet of revival ! -“ 
Such, in the eyes of >he adherents of tliis 
system, is the vaunted dignity of man ! 

The idol of 'Mr Axiom, is^ tlie litjle sta- 
mina at the top of the nose. ’Lhis, lie de- 
clares to he impcrisliable, and that it must 
of necessity exist to all eternity- — the 
faith of Mr Axiom, Mr Pyzzkalorf oppose.'i 
an argument, tliat is frequentfy made^use 
of hy the l^igoted of all sects, against tln^ 
opinions of their adversaries : — viz. That it 
is noimnsc. He says, moreover, that in tlie 
age of reason it will incontestably appear, 
that evciy particle is ylike liable to the de* 
composition which these poor bii^dies of 
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ours must undergo in the laboratory of 
death, who is too good a chemist to sutfer 
the little fav^ourite stamina of Mr Axiom 
to escape him. Both philosophers appeal 
for the truth of their systems, to the expe- 
riments of Doctor Severan. Alas ! little 
does the good Doctor think, that the ex- 
istence of a future state depends upyu the 
management of his crucible ! 

I Lave not been able to discover the 
name of ther system, • to -whicli Doctor 
Sceptic .pays his vows; the only thing 1 
have ever heard him attempt to prove, is, 
that nothing ever was, will, or can be 
proved ; all religions beings in liis opinion, 
equally false, ridiculous, and absurd. But, 
thougii he performs not Poojal\,to the idols 
of any of his brother philosophers, it is 
the religion of Christianity, against which 
the arrows of his sa'rcasimarc chiefly point- 
ed. Wlten an opportunity occurs of vent- 
mg thp overflowings of his zeal, in a sneer 



at any of the opinions or praettces of the 
(')nistians," his rigid features relax inl(T!i 
smile of Irimnpli, which,* ?’or' a moment, 
disj^els from his countcnanee tlie gloom of 
discontent. It seems to liave been the 
endeavour of liis life, to eradical'C from hie 
hdsom tfiose social, feclin^-s and afFcctioiis, 
llich form so great a part of t])e felicity 
of common mortalsf A stiauiger to the 
aniiTKitiiig glow of Iriendsliip, ajul tlic ten- 
der confidence of esteem j he considers all 
attachments as a ^noof of ^ cakness—into 
wliich, if he has ever in any (le^ee relax- 
ed, it is in favour of a nephew, a hopeful 
youtli. whom he piques himself up(«v hav- 
ing freed* from* the prejudices he liad con- 
# * 
tracted from a pious father, at wliose jnet} , 

and whosc^ncjiidices, the young man now 
lauglts in a very becoming manner ! 

The idol to whose service this young 
man hath devoted himself is calted Athe- 
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ism. From all that I have been able to 
leani; Atheism is an infernal deity, who 
demands of hfs v.otaries such cruel sacri- 
fices — that every one initiated into the 
mysteries of this faith, must make a so- 
lemn aiif! absolute renunciation of the 
use of his senses — sHut his eyes upon the 
fair volume of nature — and deny to his 
heart the plpasurable°emotions of admira- 
tion and gratitude ! 

Such are th^e sacrifices required by this 
idol, eveii, from its speculative votaries. 
The zeal of its practical proselytes carries 
them still farther. — I am told, that the 
female converts seldom fail to make an 

4 ^ ^ 

ofFeriii" to Atheism of their peace, purity, 
and good fame ; and that of its worshippers, 
among the lower orders of men, numbers 
every year suffer martyrdom, at a place 
called Newgate; which I suppose to Im a 
temple dedicated to this superstition. 
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What are the posthumolis, honours, 
which the •martyrs of Atheism rccci\i(i 
from their brethren, tlie jfHiilosophers, I 
have ‘not been able to discover, as it is a 
subject on whicli the philosoplicrs mo- 
destly declirtc to expatiate. 

From the conversations that I have 
overheard, between tlie nephew of Doctor 
Sceptic, and Mr Vapour, who is one of 
the most renowned teachers of this’ faith ; 
I find, that its adherents perforni P.oojah 
to certain inferior Dewtah, called Exist- 
ing, or External, circumstances, energies, 
and powers, of whom I am not yet sufii- 
ciently prepared to speak. 

]Mr Vapour is particularly tenaefous of 
his faith, which is, indeed, of a very extra- 
ordinary nature. Rejecting all the receiv- 
ed opinions that, have' hitherto prevailed 
in the world, and utterly discrediting the 
circumstances upon wlach they haye been 



I’oundetl ; he reserves his whole slock of 
crcdulily for futurity. Here ids faith is 
so strong, as to hound over the harriers of 
juobability, to unite all that is discordant 
in nature, and to believe in things impos- 
sible. 

The age of reason is thought, by IMr 
\bipour, to be very near at liand. Not Idng. 
he says, is so easy, as to bring it about 
immediately. It is only to persuade the 
people., in po'^v'er to re.dgn its exercise; 
the rich to part with tlieir property ; and, 
witli one consent, to abolish all laws, and 
put aip^ end to all government : “ Then,” 
says this cicduloys philosopher, “ sliall we 
see the perfection of virtue ! ’ Not such 
virtue,' it is true, as has heretofore passed 
current in the world. Benevolence will 
not then' be heard of; gratitude will be 
considered as a crime, and punished with 
the contempt it so justly deserves. Filial 
liffection would, ne doubt, be treated as a 
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crime of a still deeper dye, Imt that U; 
prev enl the possibility af such a breach Mi 
virtue, no nv4i\ in the agt of Teasou, shall 
be^ahle tx) guess who his father is ; nor any 
woman to say to her husband, behold } our 
son ! Chasfity shall then be cousidercul tui 
a Weakness, and tke virtue of a female csli- 
nnUtxl according as slie has had sid’ficient 
energy to break its flieaii restfaints. “ i'o 
wliat sublime heights,’’ cxelaiijis tliis sa- 
pient philosopher, “ may we not expect 
that virtue will then be seeTi to sww! — By 
ilestroying the domestic affCe^fms, what 
an addition will be iiiade to human hajrjii- 
ness ! and when man is no longeiuiorrupt- 
ed by the tender and endearing ties of 
brother, sister, wife, and child, how great- 
ly will his iiispositions be meliorated ! Tire 
fcai' of punishment too, that ignoble bon- 
dage, whieli, at present, resitrains the ener- 
gies of so manygreat men, will no longer 
damp the noble ardour.of the during rob- 
ber, or the midnight tliief. Nor*will jjn'iy 
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man then' be degraded by working ■ for 
another. The divine energies of (he soul 
will not thfcn bfc, stifled by .labouring for 
support. What is necessary, every indivi- 
dual may, without difficulty, do for himself. 
Every man shall then till his* own field, 
and cultivate his own garden .” — “ And 
pray how are the ladies to be clothed in 
the age of reason ?” a^ked Miss Ardent. — 
“ Any lady,” replied the philosopher, 
“ who chooses to wear clothes, which, in 
this cDld climate, may by some be consi- 
dered as a matter of necessity, must herself 
pluck the wool from the back of the sheep, 
and spir it on a distaff of her own mak- 
ing.” ■“ But she cannot weave it,’’ rejoin- 
ed Miss Ardent, “ Avithout a loom ; a loom 
cannot well be made Avithout iron tools, 
and iron tools can have no existence 
Avithout the aggregated labours of many 
individuals.” “ True,” rdtur,ned Mr Va- 
pour; “ and it is therefore probable, that 
iiT-ii)e“g'lorious era' I spieak of. men will 



again liave recourse to tlie skins of ])east^ 
for covering; and these will be procured 
according to the strength ^ind capatity of 
the individual. A sunifner's dress may be, 
made of the skins of mice, a^rd such ani- 
mals; whil^ those of sheep, hares, horses, 
’dpg!i, &c. may be worn in winl:of. Such 
things may, for a time, take j)lace. But 
as the human mind^ advances to that per- 
fection, at which, when deprived of reli- 
gion, laws, and government, it is,destined 
to arrive, men wdl, no doubt, possess suffi- 
cient energy, to resist the effects of cold; 
and to exist, not only withoftt clothing, 
but without food also. When reason is 
thus far advanced, an effort of*iRe mind 
will he sufficient to prevent. the approach 
of disease, and stop the progress of 'decay. 
People will not then be so foolish as to 
die.” 


“ I can believe, tiiat in the a^e of reason 
women won’t be troubled with the I’a; 



j)()uis,” replied Miss Ardent, “ but, that 
they sliould be able to live without food 
and clothing, is another affair.” “ Women ! " 
repeated !Mr Vapoiir, with a conteniptaous 
smile ; “ wp sliall not tlien be troubled 
with women. In the age of ’cason, the 
world shall contain oply a race of mcr ! ! 

' Nothing could be more repugnant to the 
opinions of ^liss Ardent, than this asser- 
tion. — This 'worthy daughter of Serraswatti 
is firmly persuaded, that, ii^the age of rea- 
son, a very different doctrine will be esta- 
blished. Tf is her opinion, that ther per- 
fection of the female understanding will 
then bc^uhiversally acknowledged. 

Shc^ j-jants for that blessed period, when 
the eyes of men shall no longer be attract- 
ed by the charmr, of youth and beauty ; 
when mind, arid mind alone, shall be 
thought worthy the attention of a philoso- 
nher. 



111. that Avishcd-for era, the* tjileiits ot 
women, she “says, shall nyt be debased by,, 
household drudgery, or th^ii'iiqble spirits 
brokcif by base sulmiission to usurped 
authority. The reins will then be put into 
!he hands of •wisdom ; and as women will, 
in the fige’of reason^ probably be found to 
have t|je largest sliare, it is they who will 
then drive the chariot of state, and guide 
the steeds of war ! 

Mr Axiom,, ^iose defesence -to .'the 
opinions of Miss Ardent is im^cit and 
unv’iH'iable, perfectly coincides in her opi- 
nion . — “ Who,” said he, the other evening, 
in discoursing upon this subject ; “ who 
would look ^for mind, in the Insipid fea- 
tures of a girl? It is when the countenance, 
has acquired a character, which it never 
can do under the period df^forty, that it 
becomes an object, of admiration, to a man 

of sense. Ah ! how different is the senti- 

• • 

ment which it then inspires !’’ The. tender 



sigh, which was heaved by Mr Axiom af 
the conclusion of tliis senlciice, in vibrat- 
ing on the ears of Miss Ardent, seemed to 

( 

touch some pleasant unison, lha'c. over- 
spread her countenance with a smile.' You, 
my friend, will, I doubt not,'smile also, at 
hearing of these glad tidings for giand- 
mothers ; and divert yourself with think- 
ing, when this empire of reason shall be 
extended to the regions of the East, what 
curioas revolutions it will make in the 
zenanas of Hindoostaall— -May the Gods 
of our fathers preserve thee from the 
spirits of’ the deep — and the sykeihs of 
philosophers ! — What can I say more ? 
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LETTER XVI 

May He, \v1io at all times claims prc 
ference* in adoration,, preserve thee ! 

The day after that tn which I last took 
up the reed of instruction, some strangers 
arrived at Ardent-Hall, who ‘had conTe into 
the country on purpose to see* a celcjbrated 
water-fall — on whose beauties ‘thfy pour- 

*<*^9 * * 

ed out such encomiums, as kindled the 
flame of curiosity in my bosom. 

no sooner expressed my delire of visit- 
ing this scene of wonders, than Sir Caprice,, 
with great politeness, ordered the chief 
officer of his household to atfend me thither. 
—It was natural to expect, that some of 
the philosophers rpiglft have felt'an incli- 
nation to view a scene, ‘to the description 
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of wliicb, U iiji'pcared, they were no stran- 
.gers. — But, alas! to the ’(\’orsl)i|)per of 
systems, .the fair face of fiature has no 
charms! — In vain, lor liim, does 'tlie ap- 
])carance of Arjoon tint>c the cheeks of 
the cup-lrearci's of the sky,’* with the crim- 
son hhisli of glathjess ! In vaiii, for ’him, 
do the lobes of the seasons, wove in the 
changeful looms of nature, piesent tlie 
ceaseless charms of variety ! In vain, for 
him, s-miles the soft beauties of tlie bloom- 
ing, valley, when the Hnnet, sitting on his 
rose-buAi, ^ings forth the praises of tlie 
spring ! And eijualty in vain for him',' doth 
nature expose to view the terrors of her 
wonder-working arm, ’ in the scenes of 
sublimity and grandeur ! In all the beau- 
ties of creation, a philosopher sees nothing- 
beautiful, but the system which he wor- 
ships ! 

* An appellation for the Clouds, which frequently 
occurs in Asiatic Poetry, 



Happily for me, Mr Trueliian* ijje stew 
ard of Sir ('a])rice, was a stranger to sys- 
tems; l)iit had^eultivated^ skp^much taste 
for t hy *I)eauties of the rural landscape, as 
enable?! him to point out to my observaition 
a thousand eh!irms, w hich mi<2;ht olherwisc 
have escaped niy nptite. Nor was this 
ihe only benefit I derived from his soeiety. 
From liis plain «-o()«l* sense, I received 
more real and useful information, in our 
ride of four hours, than I had gaifT(?d in 
nearly as many •we\:;ks, in the. company- ol 
the philosophers. 

For the distance of many milc.^ round 
Ardent-flail, the country js irregular and 
undulating. It abounds in trees, which, 
though they, boast not the height of the. 
Mango, or the vast circumference of the 
Banyan, are neither tlestitiite of grandeur, 
nor of beauty. These* arc not clumped 

9 

together in soler^n groves, or '■ gloomy 
jungles ; but are so jrlanfed, as to suruouml 



the smajl fieldfs into which tlic country is 
, divided ; each of which small enclosures, 
now fraught' with the riches of the yellow 
harvest, appears like a ‘‘ topaz in a setting 
of emeralds.” The cheerful aspect 'of the 
peasants, busily employed iu'cuLting down 
the grain, while their fancies seemed to 
revel in the scene of plenty, excited the 
most pleasurable emotions in my heart ; 
for who but a philosopher can “ breathe 
the ail of hilatity, and not partake of the 
intoxication of delight r ’ * 

The scene, however, soon changeU : an 
extensive plain opened before us, where 
no yellow harvest waved ,its golden head 
— where nO tall trees afforded shelter to 
the traveller — all was waste and barren. 
Upon inquiring of my intelligent compa- 

In several passages of this Letter, the Rajah seems 
to have adopted the imagerv of the Persian Poet Inatulla, 
of Delhi— with whose writings hfe was, doubtless, well 
ai^ouaiuteJ. 



nion, the reason of this wor}(lerftil,change. 
he could only inform me, that this was 
called L\Commoi\, and that it could not be 
cultivafed, without a solemn act of the 
LegislSturc. 1 now perceived, that it was 
from reasons •of state, tliat these great 
porti'ons of land (for^Ci?mmons occur very 
frequently in England) were sufl’ered to 
remain desolate ; but *n vain did I endea- 
vour to discover the motives, which could 
induce tlie government to la}? this restraint 
.on cultivation. 

A^geese appeared to have here an ex- 
clusive right of pa.sturage, I was inclined 
to think, that they might, ^perhaps, he the 
obje*cts of superstitious venerafion to the 
English court ; but, on applying to my 
guide, 1 found that geese were not of the 
number of protected animal's ^ and that far 
from being honoured in the manner of 
those that are called Game, the nftirder of 
a goose might be performed, without ^erj- 
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inony, 1>y the most i<ijiiol)le liaiuls.- Por- 
,iia]).s, lliought I, it is iiom tlic benevolent 
regartl of the .minister towards the old 
women, who keep these noisy flocks ; but, 
alas ! a little reflection convinced nie, -that 
the age of reason is Hbt }’et sufiii'iently 
established, to courrtenance the supposition 
It must, then, be from the pious apprehen- 
sion of endangering the virtue of the peo- 
ple, by an overflow of plenty. — If this be 
really the case, it must be confessed, that 
a mf)r<;, effectual niethdd could not be taken 
to bring about the desired end. 

Having passed the common, we entered 
info a deep and narrow valleys over-hung 
with frowning rocks ; these seemed fre- 
quently to close upon us, and sternly to 
deny all access to the interior scene. A 
silver stream, which alternately kissed the 
feet of the precipices on each side, en- 
couraged us to prQceed, and gently con- 
ducted us to the*' furthermost end of the 



valley. It was here, tha,t glories of 
the cataract burst upon our senses. — Biy, 
how shall my feeble pen (Injustice to such 
a sceite ? Can I, by description, stun the 
eats of Maandaara,. with the thunder of the 
falling waters ; oi' present to his imagina- 
tion, the* grotesque ftgures of the rocks, 
surrounding the magnificent bason into 
which they fell? Can 1 bring terror to his 
bosom, by the mention of the over-jutting 
crags, which, on one side, topped file pre- 
cipice ; or produ^f in liis mjnd tbe^spnsa- 
tion of delight, by a minute desci^iption of 
the^Tarious trees and shrubs, whose thick 
foliage ornamented the opposite bank ? — 
Ah no ! Tjre tgisk is impossible ; or pos- 
sible only to the magic pen* of poetry. 

Zaarmilla, it must be passed over ii\ 
silence ! , 

We returned to Afdent-Hall, as the 
chariot of Surrava was sinkinEr behind the 
distant hills. On apprnaching thQ bouse, 
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we behelfl a ycene of extraordinary com- 
motion. All was hurry and confusion. — 
Men and boys, household, servants and 
labourers, all seemed eni^aged in the pur- 
suit of some invisible object. At one part 
of the lawn we beheld Doctor Sceptic and 
Mr Puzzledorf, cautiously stepping along, 
and carefully peeping into every bush 
they passed ; at another place, we saw 
Sir Caprice, attended by the rest of the 
philosophers, carrying a large net — which, 
with, much caxe, they soilly spread upon a 
hedge, ard then began to beat the roots of 
the shrubs that composed it, in the"^ihost 
furious manner. 

“ What is the matter ?” cried my com- 
panion, to a lad who was running past us. 
“ What is the occasion of all this bustle ? 
What, in the name of goodness, are you all 
about?” Catching sparrows, sir,” returned 
the lad, 'in breathless hurry. “ Catching 
sparrows !” repeated the good steward. 
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“ Philosophers, catching ,sp^WOWs ! . That 
is doing some good with their learning, in,;- 
deed ! — If thqy had begun.^to do this work 
soonCl’, the early corn in the South-field 
avquM have been the better for it !” 

As my mind has no^ yet been sufficiently 
contaminated by the practices of Chris- 
tians, to take pleasure in beholding misery 
inflicted upon any part of the animated 
creation, I hastened from this cruH scene, 
and took refuge^fin my own apartment. 
After some time spent in medi|,ating on 
th^ miel dispositions of Europeans, and in 
performing Poojah to the benignant Dew- 
tah of our.fathiprs, I descended, to pay my 
respects to Miss Ardent, whose voice I 

f 

heard in the hall. “ How happy’ it i^ 
that you have returned to-night !” ex- 
claimed she, on perceiving me. “ You 
have come in time to' assist at the most 

wonderful of all discoveries ! What will 

• • • 

your friends in India think, when .you tell 
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them, tliat sp*^.rrows may be changed jnto 
honey-bees ?” 

“ It is a subject, on which none of my 
friends could possibly entertain a doabt,’" 
returned I ; “ the transmigration of soul, 
from body to body, is evidently necessary 
for its purification. — It is the doctrine of 
the Vedas — and its ,^uthority is unques- 
tionable.” But the change I speak of has 
nothijjg to do with the doctrine of trans- 
migration,” rejoined Misp Ajdent. “ Our 
sjitirrows ^re„still to continue goud and ?'eal 
sparrows it is only their instincts •fhat 
are to undergo a change, from the power 
oftcr/erw// circumslances. So young Scep- 
tic declared this morning at breakfast, and 
my brother, whose imagination takes fire 
at every new idea, declared instantly, that 
the experiment should be made. It is 
true,” continued Miss Ardent, “ this theory 
is not confined to spart ows — The reasoning 
faculties, of whicf* we poor two-legged 
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animals are so proud — and 1;he rarious in- 
stincts wli^h mark each tj ibe of the brufE 
creation, all *cqually origmate in a com- 
bination of external circumstances. And, 
according to the argahnent^ of the young 
philosopher, I see no reason, wJiy, by a 
proper course of education, a monkey may 
not be a Minister of State, or a goose 
Lord Chancellor of £ngland.”» 

Here a stop was put to our conversation, 
by the entrance c^' the gentl*emen,Vbach of 
wl^f^i .was so full of his deeds pi prowess, 
in the engagement with the sj)arro\vs, that 
he could talk of nothing else. (*^ne hun- 
dred spafrows* were alit;ady^ taken pri- 
soners; — but as this was only one-third^ of 
the number declared necessary to form a 
hive, a rewanl was offere(| l)y the Baronet 
for each live sparrow that should be 
brought to the Hall .in the course of thfc 
succeeding day ;-^a to^asure which was 
crowi>ed with such success, that’ befftre 
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sun-set on tlie following evening, the 
nuinbQr was declared complete. 

Another tedious day elapsed, before the 
hut destined for their future residence 
could be finished ; this was made exactly 
after the model of tliose of the domestic 
bees, which, in this country, are built of 
straw, made into small bundles, and bound 
together by the fibres of an aquatic plant. 
This hut, or hive, as it is called, bore the 
same pi't-portiou to its model, as the size of 
a sparrow ,^oes to that of a bee; it was 
furnished with cross sticks for the support 
of the combs ; and that the sparrows might 
have no apology for not beginning imme- 
diately, to work, great care was taken that 
no convenience usually afforded to the 
bees, should be wanting. — After undergo- 
ing a careful e-xamination by the philoso- 
phers, this huge sparrow-hive was placed 
upon a platform, that had been reared 
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for its reception; and the^garroAvs having 
Been brought in baskefs to tlie spot, Sir 
Caprice ^^lent, in presence of all tbe pTii- 
losophers, with his own band, pair by pair^ 
deposited them in their new abode. The 
apparent satisfaction with whicli they en- 
tered their hive, ^a\ e such a txmvincmg 
proof of the power of external circum- 
stances, as alreacH^ rendered Sir Caprice a 
complete conxert to the system. At the 
conclusion of the ceremony, •Im cordially 
shook hands x ^^ h the young philosopher, 
and requesting the rest of* the })arty xx^ould 
e:>3CU"se him for the evening, he* retired 
to his study, to begin a journal of these 
important: proceedings, xvith which he in- 
4:ended to illuminate the wqrld. 

At thS first indication of the daxvn of 
morning, I xvent, as is .my constant prac- 
tice, to the river side, afid after the per- 
formance of the aecustomary,Poojah, and 


\ 
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having bathed i^n the refreshing stream, I 
strolled into tliat jp^rt of the garden where 
the hoitey-making^' sparrows were placed. 

It w'^as at an hour when my meditations 
have here never been disturbed by the ap- 
pearance of a fellow iportal. Judge then 
of my surprise, at beholding the Baronet, 
who, wrapped in his night-robes, stood at 
the side of the newly erected hut, listen- 
ing with.e%er pars, to catch the first 
sound that should emanatg from its pre- 
cincts ; On perceiving me he made the 
signal of silence, and then beckoning wie 
to approach— inquired, in a soft whisper, 
whether I did not hear the sparro»ws hum? 
i told him thaf, I did indeed hear a burn- 
ing noke; but believed that it proceeded 
from a solitary bee, which was liovering 
over the adjoining, shrubs. Chagrined at 
my discovery, thfe Baronet turned from me 
in displeasure, and went into the house. 
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^ were the visits, ’/hich, in the 

course of l^is day, were made to the ne\v 
})ive. It w;l\ soon discofcied, that the 
sparrows diad heen so far impelled by the 
pressure of exist Dig^ circumstances, as to go 
abroad in the morning, in quest of neces- 
siTry food-; and it was.hoped by tfie philo- 
sophers, that, as is the custom of bees, 
they woidd return before the decline of 
day to deposit their yellow spoils. But, 
alas ! fallacious is the hope of ntortals ! 

^The shades of .eviii^ing arrived, an^l night 
succeeded, spreading her dark jnantle over 
the fiice of nature, but not a sjrarrow ajj- 
peared ! 

Miss Ardent, whose knowledge extends 
to all the particulars of rural econom^q on, 
perceiving the vexation of her brother, 
suggested the idea that th*e sparrows had 
probably swarmed on ^ome tree in the. 
neighbourhood, where^they might remain 
in safety till the follo’fring day;, V and 
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then,” cont'rf^ie^ she, “ if they shew any 
inclination to 4y off, they ma^y easily be 
fixed, by beatiijg the frying-pans, as they 
do to a swarm of bees.” 


This hint from Miss Ardent re-kindled 

the expiring flame of hope in the breast’s of 

the philosophers. — Next morning, which 

proved a very rainy Qne, word was brought 

that a number of the fugitives were seen 

in a hawthorn- tree, at the bottom of the 

lawn : — thither the philosophers instantly^ 

repaired, _ each armed with some culinary 

instrument, w hich, ns soon as they rtSiched 

the place, they began to beat, in such a 
« 

manner as might have rescued the ntoon 
from the jaws of the Crocodile ! * 

Lost was the labour of the philosophers, 
who, in this insftance, exerted their talents 

* Alludiflg to a superstilious notion prevalent in the 
East. ‘ ‘ 



iH vain ! Instead of gatheivn^ together in 
a cluster, a^vjvas expected,* no sooner did( 
the discordanll sounds frdvn* the instru- 
nieiits of the philosophers reach the hear- 
ing*'tit the sparrows, than away they flew 
to^ another tree. Thither they were again 
pursued, hut still the more noise that was 
made, the less did the sparrows seem in- 
clined to listen. Tin? master of the bees 
declared, that he had never seen a swarm 
so unmanageable ! 

Wet, and wearied, Sir Caprice- and his 
• * # ^ ' 
learned guests at length returned into 

the house. Miss Ardent and Axiom 
.thought it- a good opportunity to laugh 
at the system of the young philosopher ; 
who, on his^art, defended the infallibility, 
of his idol, by declaring, that the experi- 
ment held not been fully mg^le : — that the 
habits of old sparrows were not easily con^ 
quered ; but that, young ones, or young 
birds jjf an]{ kind,, he was still coiwinc^d, 
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if taken » bef«)rc their habits were siltil- 
cieijtly formed^ would be ft)^nd to obey 
the necessity .of existing 'circumstances, 
exactly as did the little useful insects, of 
whose instinctive sagacity ignorance -diad 
said so much. 

The hint was not lost upon the Baronet. 
A reward for nestlings, of every descrip- 
tion, wa.s, again offered; and again attend- 
ed with the wished-for success. — Ah ! liow 
many -bving, pairs among ‘the feathered' 
tribes, were, for the sake of this experi- 
ment, bereft of their infant families ! I'he 
groves resounded with the plaints of woe 1 
But little pain ,did the sorrows of the 
mourners give to the heart of the young 
systeniist. By his advice, thejittle birds, 
after having had their bills rubbed with 
honey, were ^hut up in the hive, with a 
portion of the same sweet food, for their 
subsistence. 



On the evening of the thii^i tlay, which 
usion of their.-tlestined term 
of probation, ^le entrance io.the hive was 
opened, hilt not a bird came forth; every 
mejho.'i was taken to en,tice them abroad — 
blit in vain. ‘At length, by the assistance 
of’tfie servants, their Imbitation was so far 
raised, .as to enable the philosophers to 
take a peep within. • Sight of horrors! 
and smell still worse than the sight ! — The 
lifeless corses of the three* hundrod half- 
pledged nestliggSi Jay at the bottom . of 
their hive, in a promiscuous heap. — “ They 
have Effectually swarmed at last^" said Mr 
A.viom. — Neither the Baronet, nor the 
young philosoghcr, staid to make any 
reidark ; but every one putting his fingers 
to his nose, impelled by the mcessSiy of 
existing circumstances, hurried from the 
dismal scene. 

Such, Maandaara, ire the illusive phan- 

• • • ^ 

toms which the all-pervading Spifit, the 


was the con.^1 
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sovereign presents to the perception 

of metaphysiCcjl philosophers ! 

May Ganesa, averting calamity', pre- 
serve to thee the use of thy senses'! And 
may the Poojali performed for thy f iend, 
by the holy Bramins of Almora,' preserve 
his mind from the contamination of sys- 
tems ! What can I isay more ? 
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LETTER XVII. 


My time, for these Iwo past clays, has 
been occupied in a manner, that, I hope, 
will give pleasure to Maandaara. 

I have been engaged in translating for 
your ’perusal, the greatest part* of a very 
long epistle, with which Doctor Severan 
has had the goqdness to favour his unwor- 
thy servant. 

According to previous agreement, I 
transmitted to him all that I had written 
to you since my. arrival at Ardent-Hall; 
intreating him to faVour me with such 
strictures upon it, as he* thought njight be 
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neccssarjr, ^towards giving me more just 
ideas upon the subjects of which I had 
treated. 

In his observations, the Doctor dcres rot 
follow me through the particular syt terns 
of me philosophers; but speaks in general 
terms, of the eticcts produced by what he 
calls Scepticism ; which, according to the 
great English Cosha, is the art of doubt- 
ing. But you shall have it as nearly as the 
difl'ereut idioms of the two languages will 
permit, in bis own words. After open- 

ing his letter with the usual exordium, he 
thus proceeds ; 

“ Knowing the ardour with which you 
pursue knowledge, and the strong inclina- 
tion that impels you to investigate the 
causes of the different phenomena which 
present tliemselves to your observation, I 
qheerfully comply with your request. 
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“ The history of literataafe is tntiraately 
connected with the revojuuons of empires^ 
and among all the rude storms which have 
■t^ssailed it, in none did it suffer more, than 
ill* tJrat* which it endured, together with 

t^ie/government of ancient Rome.. Lj^ra^. 

• 

ture was, by this event, effectually driven 
from those countries where it had formerly 
flourished ; and, during a long. period (em- 
phatically distinguished by^ our Jiistorians, 
by the epithet t)f dark) learning was al- 
‘ most completely obliterated.* In this era 
of ignorance, superstition established her 
gloomy reign : and when the attention of 
men was once hiore turned to literary pur- 
, suits, the-objefets they had to surmount 
were new and numerous, and of a jiature 
not very easily to be subdued. • 

“ Instead of that free communication, 
which had fornferly, been perniitted to 
men, they were now feWered by the tyran- 
, nical ^icts.of kings and priests ;* the rn- 

Q 
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vestigatioa of being equally hobtiU 

oO the interests of both. While freedom 
of discussion was- thus restrained, the fa- 
culties of the human mind were benumb- 
ed, and truth and falsehood were cotifounil- 
jed together. 

“ The errors that are mixed with truth, 
and promulgated by authority, enlist for 
a time tbje prejudices of mankind in their 
favour ; but when, from the detection of 
error, these prejudices ait ta^ught to mu- 
tiny, they desert not only the error, but 
the truth to which it was united. There 
is a propensity in the human mind to rush 
from one extreme to another,- and thus 
implicit belief is succeeded by uijiversal 
scepticism. 

“ W herever the mind has been bound 
by the fetters pf authority; whfrever in- 
quiry has been deemfed, a crime, and the 
frfe use pf reason has been condemned as 
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impious ; there shall we the throne 
of superstition usurped hy enthusiasm^ or* 
overturned by infidelity. 

Such is the natural progress of events. 
W,e/vain and presumptuous mortals, - 
in the short span of our limited duration, 
can behold but one of the oscillations of 
the balance, are too apt to conclude, that 
whichever scale we see descend, must 
there for ever rest ! Could we extend the 
‘sphere of our't^Bservation, we would, I 
make ^np doubt, perceive these^vibrations 
of public opinion at length fixed by the 
immutable law of truth ! 

“ In this kingdom, which has long held 
freedom of investigation as one of its most* 
glorious privileges, conscientious sceptics 
(if I may so call them) are but rare. Our 
wisest legislators, our greatest philosophers,' 
whdse names are the b^st and honour of 
^our cc^try, .were all firm believers in the 
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truth of thatt;rcvelation, whose doctrines 
accord with all that sound philosophy has 
ever taught. Th'e only species of sceptics 
in which we abound, are men of sha’- 
low understandings, ^nd cold hearts ; who, 
•■feeJyig their incapacity to attract attention 
by going on in the ofdinary path, endea- 
vour to gain it by stating opinions which 
may astonish their hearers, and acquire 
them some degree of applause^ for their 
ingenuity and boldness. It may, indeed, 
be observed *of this class, that they take 
special cafe never to utter their oracles 
before those who are capable of entering 
into argument with them, though they 
deliver themselves with dogmatical assur- 
aneb before the ignorant and illiterate. 

“ But let not my noble friend imagine 
from this account of scepticism, or from 
his, own^ penetrating observation on the 
conduct of the gcpiftlemen at Ardent-Hall, 
that metaphysical inquiry is- witlSut its„ 
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Ase.' Such inquiry expands, tl/e powers of 
the human mind, enlarges l^e understand,-, 
mg, and, by placing the. science of morals 
Wi a true foundation, tends to increase the 
hapjjihess of society. 

“ Would its professbrs pursue the same 
plan of investigation that has been so suc- 
cessfully adopted by 'natural philosophers, 
that of first making themselves well ac- 
quainted with facts, and thoroughly inves- 

f * 

tigating them,* .-before they draw'*qonclu- 
sions’ they would perceive the necessity 
of allowing first principles, wfiich are so 
self-evident as not to admit of any ditect 
proof. Indeed,, I do not l^esitate to ^assert, 
that almost all the errors of metaphysicians 
have arisen,jfrom their neglect of natural 
philosophy. — The extreme accuracy, and 
exact precision, that is re(|uisite in the in- 
vestigation of the pheiiomena of the ma- 
terial world, would ipduce like* habits of 
jcasoning in regard to that of the mental ; 
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while that 'Cc^Iossus of scepticism, I niean 
.atheism, wouth', by an acquaintance with 
the works of .nature, be utterly annihi-* 
lated. 

r 

“ I have endeavoured to explain rtiyself 
to'^iny noble friend* aa clearly as possible 
on the subject of his letter ; and shall 
only add, that true philosophy is never 
the comjjanion of arrogance and vanity. 
While it investigates with assiduity, and 
pronoynces with diffidence ; they assert' 
with boldness, and give the crude conjec- 
tures of fancy, for the sound deductions of 
truth. 

“ The natural turn of my mind, and, 
tStill liiore, the objects which |iave for the 
greatest part of my life occupied my at- 
tention, have ‘effectually precluded me 
from sceptical opinions,* and rendered rpe 
callous to‘ the sopl^try of their promoters ; 
'bqt it has always* appeared to me, that 
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jw'faere freedom of discussion^is permitted? 
there scepticism and infid^ity will be but 
little known.” 

Si'cb, Maandaara, are th.e opinions of 
the' naturaUphilosopher. The philosophers 
at Ardent-Hall declare, that it isTa p.vl.y' so 
good ^ man should have so many odd jire- 
judices. I confess, ,that, to me, who have 
been accustomed to behold with reverence 
the self-inflicted torture af hoiyjmen, the 
noble enthusiasm of the worshjppers of 
System is the object of veneration. It is 
truc^ these philosophers hold it not ne- 
cessary to mortify the body, or to bring 
the irregul3.r passions under Subjection. 
But what is the severest pppance of the 
most pious Yogee, compared to the utter 
dereliction of eternal happiness ? By hope,' 
a man is supported through many sorrows, 
but, on the shrine of^his itlol, the philoso- 
phic Sanassee m^kfis a voluntary sacrifice 
of even hope ifself T^On the system that 
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ke worships, hi« thoughts for ever dwe].!'; 
on it his tongu^, for ever runs ; and, while 
if extlusivcly occupies every avenue to 
his soul, he, with a superlative degree of 
modesty, bestows the epithet of prejudiced 
enthusiast on the votary of Christianity. • 

Shall I confess to my friend, that to my 
weak mind, the enlightening conversation 
of the philosophers had become so tire- 
some, as^to render the arrival of Lady 
Grey, and her blooming party, a consi- 
derable felief tb my wearied spirits ? Till 
then, I was destitute of all resource ;• Miss 
Ardent being too fond of disputing with 
the philosophers, and top much engaged 

ts » 

By them to at|end*to me ; and her Lady- 
ship so .entirely engrossed by her darling 
'boy, as to be incapable of attending to 
any other object. ,, This boy is suffered to 
become so troublesome, that it entirely 
eradicates that benevolent complacency 
which one is accustomed* to feel -at the 
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s’gbt'of infant innocence.* IJis parents 
behold the capriciousness his desires 
increase with their gratification, and the 
^irascibility of his temper receive fuel from 
satiety ; yet do they continue to pamper 
th*e over-pampered appetite, and to in- 
dulge each caprice of*the wayward fffiVi?yf 
in' full cxpectaliori that, in the age of rea- 
son, he will be able ti) exercise the virtue 
of self-controul ! — Yes, Maandaara, when, 
from the pressure of existing circumstances, 
sparrows are t?i^l>t to make honey, then 
shall the passions, which hayc been fan- 
ned ihto a flame by tire breath of indul- 
gen,ce, listen to the voice of moderation ! 

You may, perhaps, imagine, that the 
society of a young and lovely femaldj^such 
as is Miss Julia Ardent, would be a dan- 
gerous trial to a man of my sensibility. 
Blit, alas ! my frignd, you know not how 
eflfectually the mixture of insipidity and 
haughtiness can blunt, fhe arrows ^f Cam-»- 



" dca. It is, .peihaps, for this reason, and tu 
preserve the kparts of young men from 
the influence of female charms, that these 
qualities are so carefully instilled at the/ 
seminaries of female . education, which 
were described in such true colours by the 
gbuu JBramin Sheermaal. I was; at that 
time, too much blinded by the mists of 
ignorance, to give credit to his report. — 1 
had read the Christian Shastcr, and was it 
not natural forme to suppose, that all who 
called themselves Christians, were guided 
by its precepts ? from it I learned, that 
Christian women' were not prohibifoc? from 
the cultivation of thfeir understandings; 

• and how could I conceive, that fashion 

k. , c <• 

should lead them ,to relinquish so glorious 
a. privilege ? How could I imagine, that 
Christian parents should, be so much afraid 
of the improvement of their female off- 

c 

spring, as to give encouragement to semi- 
:harie8 formed on purpose for the exclusion 
,of knot^ledge? ItHs true, the information 
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or Sheermaal might have ‘ iiistructed me 
in these things, but to tVfe heart that b 
filled with prejudice, \visdom liftetli up 
her Voice in vain. 

Nothing but experience could have con- 
vinced "me, that the cultivation 
rational faculties should, among the Chris- 
tian women of England, be so rare, that 
no sooner does one of them emerge from 
the depths of ign'orance, ’than she is sus- 
pected of assupung the airs of solf-impor- 
tanfce and conceit. If she has the know- 
ledge of a school-boy, she is thought vain 
of her learning. Nor arc there many men 
of sense among the Christians, who would 
BOt prefer to*the conversation of such a 
woman, the impertinent tattle of-Ihe fri- 
volous, the capricious, and the ignorant. 
Nor is this much to be wondered at, when 
we consider, that by the pains taken, from 
the earliest infancy, ^to sap the foundation 
of every solid improvement, th^ imagiija- 



tion become^ So much stronger than the 
judgment, that>of tlie small number of fe- 
males, who, under hll the disadvantages of 
custom and prejudice, dare to distinguish 
themselves by the .cultivation of Hheir 
talents, few should do more than exchange 
<5dc fully for another '.—substitute the love 
of theory, for the love of dress ; or an ad- 
miration of the mental gewgaws of flimsy 
sentiment, and high sounding declamation, 
for that ef trifles pf another kind. 

But though I confess my error, and 
acknowledge, that I deceived myself in 
extending my notions of Christianity to 
every Christian, and of excellence to 
every female, *of England, ]» still see some 
who artiply justify the expectations that 
were formed by my sanguine mind. In 
Lady Grey and her daughters, I find all 
that I had expected' from the females of 
thbir country; all thaf my*' friend Severan 
had described. 
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With them, arrived the youngest 
daughters of Sir Caprice .Ardent, one of 
whom has received h^c education under 
the care of Lady (irey, while tl)e other 
has to her aunt, Ali-ss Ardent, been in- 
debted for Iftr instruction; At first sight, 
one is s'truck with the similarity orYitefr 
features. They are both beauteous as the 
opening rose-bud, when the dew of morn- 
ing trembles on its leaf. The eyes of 
each, sparkling with vivadty^ arer dazzling 
.as a bright- dagger suddenly unsheathed. 
They are both shaped by the hand of elc- 

S * 

gance, and both move ■vvitR the same 
degree of grace. Yet, notwithstanding 
this similarity* the opposite characters im- 
pressed by education is visible irj each. — 
While ov^r the graces of Miss Caroline^ is 
thrown the bewitching veil of timidity, 
and her every action is bound in the silken 
fetters of decorum ; the adopted daughter 
of Miss Ardent speaks hen* sentimMts 

• • * * I * 

with^ an energy^ that has nevar known 
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‘restraint. Though open to conviction/ 
and ready to confess error with the can- 
dour of a noble miftd, she yields less to the 
authority of persons, than to that of rea- 
son; and it is easy to perceive, has-been 
early taught, that to be weak, and to be 
altitable, are two very different things. 

An incident which occurred to the three 
sisters, in the course of their morning’s 
walk, will servd to illustrate these obser- 
vations upon their characters. 

It appear^, that having strayed into a 
narrow lane, they were frightened at the 
appearance . of a horse and, -cart, coming 
towards them^so quickly, as to leave them 
no othe4‘ method of escaping, than to climb 
a steep bank, and get over the paling 
into their father’s* park. . Miss Olivia, with 
the activity of an atttelope, led the way, 
and, with some difficulty, assisted her sis- 
ters to fqllow her Example. Just as she 
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iiad prevailed ujpon the terrifle^ Miss Julia, 

who long insisted upon ti^e impossibility 

of her making the attempt^ they beheld near 

(hem ’an old man, who, excited by the 

screams and promised rewards of Miss 
% 

Julia, attempted to lay hold of the horses. 
To stop 'them, his feeble efforts wefe hi* 
effectual ; the animals were too strong, and 
too spirited, to be naanaged by his aged 
arm. After a short struggle, the horses 
.sprung over him, and in ’a moment the 
mangled and bleeding body was discover- 
ed, lying, to all appearance, lifeless, in the 
track 'which the cart had passed. 

Miss Julia redoubled her efforts to 

* * I * 

e^ape ; she suceeeded, and. flew to the 

house, which she no sooner reached;' than, 

• # 

as is customary with young ladies upon 
such occasions, she fainted away. When 
she had fainted, for a decent length of 
time, she screamed, laughed, and cried al- 
ternately, and continu’ed long enough icr 
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the second {st^ge of fright, called an Hys- 
teric Fit, to draw round her the greatest 
part of the farnily; Indeed, there was full 
employment for them all. One held to 
her nose a bunch of burnt feathers'; ano- 
ther chafed her temples with a drug, called 
trSTtSiiorn; a third held to her lips drops 
and cordials, while the rest ran about the 
room, opening the v/indows, ringing the 
bells, and giving directions to the ser- 
vants. 

While we, were thus engaged, in flew 
Miss Olivia. But -what a figure t The 
few tattered remnants of her muslin robe, 
besmeared with blood, st;reamed in the 
air ; eagerness sparkled *in her eyes, and 
an unfepeakable glow of ardour animated 
her countenance. Totally unconcerned 
for her sister, on whom, indeed, she seem- 
ed to dart a look of contempt, she hastily 
snatched the hartshorn, and the cordials, 
Hnd desijring, with a tone of authority, all 
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the men to follow her, she 'a^ain flew off 
witli the swiftness of a bird of Paraclisg, 
who has been frightened by the voice of 
the liunter. 

Miss Julia was left to recover as she 
• ' ♦ « - 
could. ‘Every soul 'deserted her. !Men 

au<l maids, philosophers and footmen, all 

hurl ietl after the fjwr Olivia ; who, like 

the meteor which floats on the dark-bo- 

somed cloud of evening, was seefi gliding 

before us. At letigth we reached “tlie 

lane' and there, seated on tlie ground, we 

behelfl the twin-sister of Olivia ; her fair 

arms supporting the unfortunate^ old man, 

whose woundt;d head reclined upon her. 

lap. His wounch were, however, bound 

up; the 10^6 of Olivia having beeVi torji 

in pieces for the purpose. And now, u ith 

a tenderness which equall'e^J her activity, 

she knelt at the. old man’s side, and carr 

lied to his pale lips the cordials she ha<^, 

with so little ceremony, snatdlicd from 

Voi. IT. 
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her sister. ^ 'TP'lie old man at length so far 
revived, as to pVonoiincc, with feeble but 
impressive aceents, the blessings of his 
God on the angel-forms who had saved 
his life. He was, wijth all possible care, 
by the direction of the two ladies, carried 
up to the iioiise. A surgeon was imme- 
diately sent for, who, on examiiring his 
wounds, declared thSm to be of such a 
nature, that if he had not received the 
assistance bestowed upon him by the two 
ladies, lie must inevitably have perished, 
“ Tl)en,” cried the lovely Caroline, it is 
to my sister Olivia, 'that he owes liis life ! 
— But fo>’ her, I should have followed my 
. sister Julia intQ the hou«e, to call for 
help ; it \va§ Olivia alohe, who had the 
courage to return to him, and the presence 
of mind to afford him relief.” “ No, Ca- 
roline;” replied Olivia, “ without you, I 
could have done nothing. When I look- 
ed back, and saw liow the poor man bled. 
*1 icnew* he could not live withouk assist 



but it was you, by wlaoni the assisL-' 
aiicc was principally beslbwfti/ “ Don’t 
.s]>cak any more about it, for heav^'cn’s sake,^ 
cried ‘IMis^s Juba ; “ ilie very tliought of it 
makes me sick. I wQuld not have looked 
at him for 4 thousand worlds ; I wonder 
hbw you could have s/r little sensihilfty -I” -* 

“ Sensibility, my ([ear- niece, ’ said Lady- 
drey, “ is but too often another word for 
selfishness. Believe me, that that sensibi- 
lity, whi^h tutns with disgust from tbe 
sight of misery it has t he power to relieve, 
is no? of the right kijid. To weep at the 
imaginary tale of sorrow exhibited in a 
novel or a tragedy, is to indulge a feel- 
ing, in which tjjere is 'neitjier vice nor 
virtue ; but when the compassion r:^vhich 
touclies the heart, leads the hands to af- 
ford relief, and benevolence becomes a 
principle of action, it is then, ami then 
only, that it is truly commendable.” 
perceive that yoitr lady’ship has sty died 



iiume’s Principles of General Utility, ’ said 
Mr Axiom. No," said Mr Puzzlctiorf ; 
“ it is evident, her ladyship has taken her 
opinions from my Essay on the Eternal and 
Necessary Fitness and Congniity of Things.’' 
“ I have taken tliem,’* said her ladyship, 
iVoiti the doctrines and examples of.Jesiis 
Christ and his Apostles." 

In this life, “ composed of good and 
evil," this younger sister of the Baronet 
has, had her share of calam/ty. Her mar- 
riage with Sir Pliilip Grey, was an union 
of mutual affection, founded on mutual 
esteem, and productive of mutual felicity. 

Though a .Barhnet, lii? estate was not 
extenSfve ; and from it a numerous family 

t* 

of brothers and sisters were to be provid- 
ed with fortunes, suited to their birth. 
Sir Philip and his lady, having the same 
views and opinions, easily settled the plan 
Tiif their future life.' Tlifcy took the man- 
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ligement of ihpir estate. in<^ -tlieir owo 
hands ; taste and elcsjanc'e became a suls>- 
■slitute for splendor; ait-d the propriety of 
domestic arrangement, amply compensated 
for the absence of ^ fe\v: articles of super- 
fluous hiiiiryr But though they yctrencli- 
ed in' o'stentation, they decreased not in 
liospitality ; their house was the refuge of 
the distressed, the home of n\erit, and the 
central point of all the genius and the ta- 
lent which the surrounding country could 
•boast. addition to the. care of fhmr 
fortune, they took upon Lliemselves the 
sole care of the education of their chil- 
dren. — But, notwithstanding all ihese avo- 
cations, they still found ^time for the pur- 
suit of literature^ for which Iheir taste re- 
mained umdiminished. Lady Orey was 
not only (as is universally the custom in 
this country*) the companion of her hus- 

* It is by some of the liiiuloo authors’mentioned, 'hs 

• ^ * 

one of the indispcnsibl^ qualities of a goo4i4^ife — “ 
she ne^f presumes to dht, until her husband hasfiiiisTied/' 
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f)and's tabk.'vut.tlie partner of his studies; 
aad by hinr, her opinions were as niucdi 
respected,* as her person was beloved. 

^'eais rolled on, and each returning 
jwason saw an increase of t!;c happiness of 
this well-matched pair. But who can 
give stability to the felicity of mortals? 
While yet iu the priihe of life, this amia- 
ble and happy husband was seized by the 
>1 ^ 

ruthless hand of disease, in whose rude, 
grasjj the Vigour of life was blasted, and 
the gay hopes of future enjoyment dashed 
on the rocks of disappointment. His 
senses, of which he suffered a temporary 
deprivation, were gradually restored ; but 
the wdieels oT life were ciogged ; the vital 
fluid stagnated in the veinsy or moved 
witli such lingering and unequal pace, as 
was unequal ,to the re-animation of the 
^)alsied limbs; nor did he ever recover a 
sufficient degree of strength, to enable 
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iiim to quit his apartment. In such a situ- 
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itiion, in vain would a imp liave looked 
for consolation in the prett;y‘^ci(:e of a fool : 
In vain would he have expected it frol^i 
the -trifling accomplishments, to the ac- 
quirf;ment of which, the most precious 
years of lift; arc commonly devoted. Alas ! 
ttioug.li* Lady Grc% could ha\«c ^pokeai 
French with the fluency of a Parisian ; 
though she could lia\veV danced with the 
grace of an angel ; lliough she could liave 
painted a flovcer, or a buttcrtly,* even "with- 
out the Assisl^ancQ. of her drawing’-niasj^cr, 
and run over tlic keys of ^ler harpsichord 
witlj-the most astonishing nyridity- — little 
comfort would it have given to the heart 
of her sick husband. 

In an understanding enriched^ by the 
accumulations of wisdom, a temper •re- 
gulated by the precepts of Christianity, 
and a heart replete .witlf temlcruess, Sir 
Philip found a more solid lysource. By 
these endowmesits, *’,vas his ladv enabled 



;o manage tlie affairs of her family, anu 
the concerM' iff’ his estate ; to watch over 
the education of her children ; and, by the 
unremitting attentions of endearing affec- 
tion, to cheer the spirits that were broken 
by confinement, and sooth the sufferings 
of a bed ’of pain. Nor was the pci+’oiin- 
ance of these multifarious duties the sud- 
den effect of a shi/rt-livcd energy. During 
the six years in which her husband linger- 
ed unrlcr the partial dominion of death, 

the fortitude of his lady remaine • unshak- 

- s, 

en, her perseverance unabated ; and when 
at lengtli his soul w;is suffered to depart 
fiom the decayed mansion of mortality, 
though her heart was possessed with loo 
much sensibility, not to /eel with sorrow 
the strt^ke of separation, the assured hope 
of a re-union with the object of her affec- 
tions in the regions of immortality, afforded 
consolation to her wounded mind. — Yes, 
Maandaara, notwithstanding all I have said 
-in favour i?/ this excellent woman, truth 



v/biigcs me to confess, that t|ie j:)o\vers ot 
her mind are not sufficiently enlarged t(]^ 
embrace the doctrines of. Atlieisin ! She is 
blind enough, not to |)crcci\e the evident 
superivorily of any of'tlie sysleins of the 
*]^lii]osophers to^ the Christian faith; and 
wealciy arfserts, that if alHniat was taiiglit 
hy Jesusg'lirist and his Apostles was ge- 
nerally practised, it would he no great in- 
jury to tlie happiness of sor'iety. — She 
takes great j)ksisure in the* eonleiViplation 
of a futi^/slate. antt carries her prcjudict'a 
so far as to declare, tliat she considers the 
account of it, as given in Serij)tnrc, as little 
V'ss easy of belief than the systejn of Mr 
Puzzlcdorf; ai^d that slie iiiuls it more, 
satisfactory to rc?t her hope# on the pro- 
inises of h^r Saviour, than on the pernitV 
nent existence of the little imperishable 
stamina at the top of the no^ic !! 

Not contented with jiiaking the precepts 
and doy trines of \hrislianity fluT^uidt; of 



her own (;or.duct, slie has endeavouvccl to 
insil thorn into llie minds of her cliildren ; 
and so well has, she succeeded, that her 
eldest son, at the age of nineteen, though 
possessed of an uneoininon degree of learn- 
ing, sense, and spirit — is not ashamed to 
‘confess that I'fc is a' Christian ! . - ■ • 


Alas ! nvy friend, how shall 1 infonii 
you of the events of this morning*: — The 
numher of jihilosophcrs is diminished ! 
The promising sprout of Inlidelity, whose 
early genius gave such hopes of future 
.greafness— he, hy the prowess of ryhose 
pen it was expected that religion should 
he routed frpnl the world — the nephew of 
Doctor Sceptic — -this morning, took the 
privilege' of a philosopher, and shot him- 
self thct»ugh the head 



As I find, upon iiKjuiry, tliat tins is a 
privilege vliicli is often riaiined, aiVl 
])nu‘tice l1iat is very ^onynon with the 
philos()j)liers of England, I suppose it 
found to he coiidurive to general utility, 
"aiTtka^Teen^^e the eternal and necessary 
eongrdily and fitness of dTifigs. 

Tile (wisting circ^nnsiauccs wliicli iin- 
polled this young man to make so philo- 
sophical an exit, have been, to afl appeaj* 
ance, ex^j)laiifed ; and as you ma\ 

ha^'e ^somc curiosily eoneeining them, I 
shall briefly state them for your perusak 

It appe^irs tl^at his father, a man of rigi(j 
morals and austfue de\u)tion,* who lived in 
the exercise of much piety towards Gojd, 
and much charity to his fellow-creatures, 
some years ago received* yito his family, 
the orphan niece of his vife. Slie wiis 
educated with Ins o\v,rj children, and shav- 
ed v ith them t^c benefit of Tih instriRv 



lions, and 'tlfe lenderncss of his paternal 
lo\»('. Her beauty made an early impres- 
sion upon the heart, of her cousin, and 

I 

such u a.s lier merit in tlie eyes of the old 
man, lliat, preferring the liappiness of his 
.son to the aggrandizen'iurt hf Ihs fair.li'yi 
he consented thTit tlieir union should take 
place, as soon a.s the young man sliould 
have attained his one and twentieth year. 
It was ag’reed, that lie sliould employ the 
interval in what is called an Attendance 
upon tiic Temple; "'and, aceoiding to a 
previous invitation from his uncle, Doctor 
Steptic, slmuld durilig that period take up 
his residence at his house, in the capital.— 
There the young.man had not long resided, 
till a new light burst upoii iiis eyes : he saw 
things as he had never seen them before : 
saw that religion was a bugbear, made to 
keep the vulgar in awe : — saw that his 
father was a fool ; and, as I have before 
mentioned, learnt to laugh at his prejn- 
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dices, ’ and his piety, in a ycry edifying 
manner. 

In the summer, he returned inio llie 
country ; found his c(Hisin lovely and aliec - 
4y,)i^tc as eve/, and had ho great diilieuHv 
Mi’iu’.thrting her into all JtliP inysteiles of’ 
Scepticism. They both found it a charm- 
iiig thing'''<:o be so nyicli wiser than llieir 
instructors; and wondered they could so 
long have been blinded 'by prejudices, 
whose abs!»’rdities viai'C so obvious. The 
young. rfi?in went again to fpwn, became 
every flay more enlightened, ami soon dis- 
^^overed that marriage was a piece of 
priest-craft — an ignoble bondage— a chain, 
which no man sooic s'iiou[d submit to 
wear. 

He hastened to return ta the country, to 
communicate to his cousin this imj/brtanl 
discovery. Finding some difficirity in con- 
vincing her unde'uftantfing of tbsi^truth of 
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this new doctrine, he applied to the soft- 
ness of her iiearl ; he pretended to doubt 
of her aflection, ;^])pealed to lier genero- 
sity, and — completed her ruin. 

Still the poor girl was not sufficiently 
convinced of thq. propriety of hcr-v oncluM, 
not to entertain some doubts and appre- 
hensions, which- thp young piiilosophcr 
soon grew tired of hearing. Finding that 
their connection could not be much longer 
cpnccaled, she gre*'- more ipjportunatc, 
and he listejied to her importuh!.ty with 
increascfl iaditrercnce. At length, tt» avoid 
her rcmomstrances, he came to Ardent- 
Hall, where he had been introduced by his 
uncle, who jnatle the oflijy of his services 
to assist Sir (,'aprice in writing his book 
upon the Supramey of Reamn, with which 
the flaronet is soon to enlighten the w-orld. 
— The young man willingly engaged in 
the task. But fatal are the etfects of 
parly prejudices to the ricace of a philoso- 
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plu'r ! His thoughts l)ecamej q-]oomy ; jii> 
spcoch lias often of lale hejpn incoiieryil: • 
and every action hel rayed tlic restlessness 
of a hiind' at war with itself. Even his 
zeal against the advocates of Christiauitv 
'tta4, in it a tlegree of bitlerness, which 
sheweenrhat they still* retained an a*utho-’ 
rity oven his mind, at which, though liis 
pride revolted, his iinderstanding could 
not conquer. 

For thc-last.^ew d«fys, he had appeare.d 
to c.\ more than usual ‘.siiirits. lie 
laughed, when he had no occasftni ; talked, 
H'hcn he had nothing to say ; and sedu- 
lously sought the company of the ladies, 
wlTom he had Wefore neglecied with the 
frigidity of indifference. Yesterda-\^ even- 
ing, his spirits were raised to a pitch which 
gave reason to suspect into?i:ication. When 
he retired to his .chamber, it appeafs that 
he did not go to bed, but employed him- 
self in writing letters to his fatVr. al! <if 



■ivhich he haxl again torn and scattered 
al>ot't the rooiTi. At four o'clock in the 
iHorning, the repo^’t of a pistol was heard: 
the family were instantly alarmed; tlie 
dooi' of his cliaiTiber was broken open ; 
and, on entering it, the firs-t object th.?-t 
'presciiled itself to view, was tlwlijeless 
corse of the young philosopher extended 
on the lloor. <' 

On the table’ at which lie had been writ- 
ing, lay two letters.- The .'first’, was from 
hi,s father, and feelingly descnjVdve of 
the agony of a parent's heart, on the first 
discovery of a son’s unworthiness. The 
other was from his cousin. It pourtrayed 
the picture of a*virtuous.'.jiind struggling 
with tfie dread of infamy, bitterly regret- 
ting the loss of peace and self-respect, and 
gently reproaching the author of its cala- 
mities, for depriving her of that hope 
which is the resource of the wretched, the 
comfort .vT' the penitent, 'und the sovereign 
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balm "for the evils of life! ‘jf To her,” she 
said, “ hope was a shadow which had pass- 
ed away., Once there was, a time, when 
she could have smiled at calamity, endured 
the severity of pain .with unshrinking re- 
signation, and, supported by faith, have 

• * * 

cheerful iy resigned hei*soul into the bosom 
of her Creator. Now, doubt and darkness 
sat upon the realm of rfleath ; she feared to 
die, but- she had not courage to live, — 
Death,” she said, “ was the ’only rffuge of 
despair ; to it %be fled; to save het from 
the repin^iches of the world, and the tor- 
ments df her own perturbed mifld — and, 
yith an affecting apostrophe to the days 
o^ unspotted innocence, this unhappy crea- , 
ture* concludes %er melahchuly epistle; 

which, it seems, sire had no sooner wrfften, 

• • 

than she put an end to her existence, by 
plunging into the sea ! . - 

’ Such has been the effects of petforming 
vOi.. ti. s 



i 

*Poojah to Sy-stem, in the family of the 
Scej tics ! 

Blessed they, who can extract from the 
passing events^ of life the divine essence 
of wisdom ! To me it is now made eviden^ 
that the EternarBeing, who fills all space, 
hath immutably decreed — that belief in 
his existence, and hope of his protection, 
shall be necessary to the soul in every 
region and in' every clime. This is the 
divine breath, or sprint, ©^<lvhich it is said 
by a royal poet of the Jewish 'sation — 
“ Thou sefludest forth thy spirit, tney are 
“ created ; and thou renewest the face oi 
“ the earth. Thou hidest thy face — they 
“ are troubled thou takoit away thy breath 
“ r-^fhey die, and return to their dust." 

, ,May this life-giving spirit continue tc 
anjnlate the soul of Mgandaat^ yi'ith con- 
fidence in the mercies of the Eternal.!— 
t. ;What ean I say more jc 
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Reverence to 'Qmesa /' 

The previous arguments of the philoso- 
phers, in praise of suicide, had not suffi- 
ciently enlightened the minds of the fa- 
mily of Ardent-Hall, to pi'event 1;heir re- 
garding the death of* young Sceptic as ’a 
melatl^oly catastrophe ! Though the dif- 
ference of character gave a variety to the 
expression of their feelings, ali^appeared 
to feel. The shock was universal. 

^ ‘ , 

The worsjiippers of System, and tl^ie VQ- 
taries of Christianity, appeared, indeed, to 
be affected in a very opposite manner. 

The foimer, who had, fill this event* been, 

. * • • 

so clamorous in support^ of the preteniions 
of tdieir jdols, were^fdi at otice stiiidt duipbr 
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Not one appca^l was now made to existing 
ch'c 11^)1 stances. Not one ray of hope darted 
from the age (j tcason. Nor did either 
general utility, or the Jitness of things, ap- 
pear in this jmieture Uj aftord any comfort 
to their votaiies. lUit while the lips of 
the j)hiIosopl)ers 'were sealed in silence, 
those of the C'hiistian religionists were 
opened. Their ])rejiKlices, indeed, appear- 
ed to have gained fresh strength ; These 
prejudices, which are calculated to foster 
the sensibility of tht'" tender heart, and to 
increase the feelings of sympathy, '-sc'emed 
likewise cridowed with powder to support 
their votaries in the hour of affliction, to 
.soften the rigour of anguish, and to pre- 
serve from the tyranny ot^'despair. 

Lady Grey was the person who evinced 
at the same f.iine the greatest degree of 
sensibility, and the most perfect presence 
of mind: she deplored the untimely death" 
•of this 'rash young ra^in, w'ith the most 
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lively pity, inixed with fcclpigs of honor 
and regret ; but for his ’family, slid ex- 
pressed a compassion tlxit rjcndered her, in 
niy ej’CSj tlie first of human beings. 

The consolation of that nnliapp^ family 
was the first oliject of her concern. Hav- 
ing seen Lady Ardent and the young ladies 
set off for the house»of a friend, to which' 
they had been invited on the first acconnts 
of the melancholy event, s*he hastened to 
tjic house of *fifHicti^^i ; there to diiingde 
the tJ^s of sympalliy ; to speak comfort 
to the wounded heart; and, by sliaring in 
its sorrows, to lessen tlicir severity. — ■ 
Such, Maandaara, arc I he offices pointed, 
out by the prejvt'diccs of Cliristianity ! 

Deeming it improper, at such a junc- 
ture, to incommode the faitijly by the pre- 
sence of a stranger, I took my leave of Sir 
Caprice Ardent, and leff the Hall, impress- 
ed with^a deep sei^sc. of the kiildiiess anti 
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hospitality I bad experienced beneath its 
roofA 

Full of melancholy, T proceeded, with- 
out having fully determined on the iroutc 
I was to pursue. To London, I was 
averse to return, and yet knew not ho^v 
otherwise to dispose of myself. As I was 
debating this point with myself,- while the 
horses were putting to my carriage at the 
third stage of my journey, a chaise drove 
u]) to the inn. Froiii it alighted a gentle- 
man — but, O ye Gods of my ifetiiers ! 
what was my surprise, on beholding, in 
this gentleman, my former guest Mr Den- 
.beigh, the friend of Percy ! He, who had 
at Chunar laaded me with' so many marks 
qf kindness and affection ! Soon as the 
flutter of spirits which always accompa- 
nies an unexpected meeting, was a little 
subsided, he took from his port-folio a 
packet, oh which I soon recognized the ' 
hand-writihg nf Maandaara. How did 
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my heart beat at the siglit? I tear opeA 
the seals — I read. I Iicay ^)f the w^dfare 
of my friend, of the health of my ehil5. 
Ah!;my son! m}- sou ! VVliat tender eiuo» 
lions does the iney^ioii of thy name raise 
in my bosoiy ! When sl/all the soft check 
of my child be patted by his father';? hand*? 
When hhall my ears be gratified by the de- 
licious music of my darling's gentle voice? 
Detested spirit of curiosity! loo long have 
1 sacrificed to thee the truest,, sweetest 
joys, that gem, the period of cxistoiice ! . 

heart is too full to proceed, Maj 
He, who is Lord of the Keepers of tlic 
eight corners of the world, pres*erve thee ! 
May the adore wife of’Vcjeshnu be the 
friend of my child ! ' 
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A. 

Denbeigh, at' the time I yiet liim, was 
on his way to the place of his nativity, 
lie re({uestecl me to accompany him to 
his father's house ; j,nd found in me no 
disposition to reject a proposal so agreea- 
ble to my inclination. We proceerled to- 
gether in the samc<. carriage. Conversed 
of India — of, our friends at Calcs.^4ta : — 
talked of all the little incidents that had 
occurred during my residence in that city; 
the most trivial of which appeared inte- 
resting to th^ memor}', oi\,account of the 
pleasing ideas with which it was associat- 
ed. Swiftly flew the wheels of our cha- 
riot, but more, swiftly Iflew the rolling 
hours, which were occupied by this sort 
of conversation. 



2^1 


About noon, on tlie scconcl day of oiu’ 
Journey, we, by tlie directi'ou of Dcnb^igl^ 
struck into a narrow b\ie-road, which fol- 
lowing tire course of i' clear .stream, wind- 
ed thioug'h the inifl^t of a narrow valley. 

As w'c entered upon this road, the agita- 

• • • • ♦ 

lion of my compaiiioli hecamc apparent* 

Evejy olf|cct that we j^assed, caused his 
heart to heave with .tender emotion. In 
every shrub lie recognized an old acquaint- 
ance, and in every tree he' seerat'd to dis-> 
cover A long lost frinid. “ Let hs stop 
here,’^^id he, at a turn of tl)« road ; “ the 
bridge* for carriages is. half a nTile off, but 
I can take you a ncarei- way.” Sj9 saying, 
he leaped out of the carriage, and I fol-. 
loWed his example. My 'frieod surveyed 
the scene around, and the soft tear of de- 
light glistened in, his eyes. “ There,” said 
he, “ stands the^ fid thorn; ^w hich, at the 
^close of evening, I used to pass witl* such 
Plasty steps, not daring to look behind, 
from terror of the fiiirics, w'ho'were said* 



to hold their, nightly revels beneath its 
( 

houghs,' Ah ! tJiere is the wood, u Jjose fil- 
berts were so J;empting. There the pool, 
where 1 first ventilired to beat the’ wave 
with iny feeble arm .-'v. On I he out-sf retch- 
ed branch of yonder beach, was suspended 

I- I. 

the swing, in which’ I have so often tossed 
my little sisters, wjio, half pleased and half 
afraid, squalled and. laughed by turns, as 
they were made to fly through the yield- 
ing air.”^ 

We had now reached a little ru'sAifc gate 
leading into an orchard, in one of th'b broad 
walks of which we beheld an aged pair en- 
.joying the smiles of the meridian sun. A 
little boy and "girl sporfed beside them, 
joyously picking up the apples, that lay 
hidden in the grass. 

Our approach was at length perceived.. 
The old gentleman paused, and, leaning' 
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on his staff, endeavoured to^ recognize us. 

iThe emotion of Dcnbcigh* increased. 

bounded forward ; an|l>tal<jng a hand of 

each, 'while the biirsmig sensations of his 

heart .choaked his Mferance — n-azed for a 

J 

moment on tbe revered faces of his parents, 
and in the next, wait in tlieir arms. His 
poor mother could not, for a few minutes, 
reconcile herself to •the darkness of his 
complejtion, which fourteen years, spent 
beneath the lustre of an liidian sky, had 
chanacd from the fair led and white, suc'h 
as now^adorns the face of his little nephew, 
?^to the* deep brown shade that niarks the 
European Asiatic. The good la^y gently 
pushed him from her, to examine more, 
minutely the features whose more delicate 
lines were ^ngraven on her memory. He 
smiled. — In that smile, she recognized the 
peculiar expression of hef .darling’s face, 
jand fondly pressed him to lier maternal 
bosom. 



During tins scene, I stood a silent and 
iinoJSseiVed spectator; nor was it till after 
a considerable lei^i-th of time, that Den- 
beigh sufficiently ffcollecled linnself to 
introduce me to his |Ja» ents. To be -called 
the friend of their son, ensured my w el- 
comc ; but, tliat I inight not be any re- 
straint on their conversation, I attached 
myself to the little folks, to whom Uncle 
Henry was no more than any othc,r stran- 
ger. 


As we approached the house, I o1?§&i'vcd, 
at an open wdndow which fronts the or- 
chard, a lovely girl, who seemed to view 
.the party with a^ greater degree of interest 
than curiosity afone could possibly inspire. 
Twice she came to the door, and twice re- 
turned irresolute. At length she was ol>« 
served by oite of niy little companions, 
who, running towards her, called out, 
Uncle Henry is come! Uncle Henry is 
■come ! The words gav^ wings to her will- 



ing ftet ; she flew down tlie walk, and ir 
a minute lier beauteous I’^ci was* hi<j ii 
th« bosom of licr broll^ej;. 

, The^ shrill voice my little friend liat 
reached farther than the' parlour. By tin 
liuic we entered the* hall, the 'servant; 
weie assembled. — The old nurse was th< 
first who • pressed fcvvvartl to salute th( 
stranger — by whom she was received witl 
the kindness due to her afttction'und fide 
lity. ^Two otlicr donvestic compaitions o 
his yt^ith still remained in. the family 

tears s^oke the sincerity of the many wel 

* 

comes they bestowed on the traveller 
wlnle the hearty good-will with which lu 
received their salutations,’ gaye a convinc 
ing proof, that neither time nor dfetanci 
liad changed the dispositions of his heart. 

Mr Denbeigh, with that delicacy’of at 
tention which is peculiar to a ftw chosei 
hfinds, j^rovided for me an apartment iiv 



Metachpd h<>us.\ wliere my Hindoo sei* 
van^ were fur\‘iished with every re<|iusite 
for jjrepariug our^iniple meals accortlklg 
to the religion an<r'^ustoms of oar ‘coun- 
try. To tliis aparlnl^nt I retired (luring 
the dining hour of the family; and by the 
'time 1 returned, .1 found that an aajuisi- 
tion had been made to the happy parly 
of united friends, by, the arrival -of the two 
married daughters of Mr Deobeigh, ac- 
companied by ‘the husband of the eldest. 
The countenance oi' this gentlemalr justi- 
fied the character given him by De^cigh, 
of worth and goocL-nature. He wJis bred 
to business, and has by industry and appli- 

i 

cation, obtained an ample shaix; of the 
gifts of foriunb, which ^ he enjoys \(^itli 
checifulness, and bestows with the frank- 

c t 

ness of a generous heart. His wife seems 
happy in his affection, and in the enjoy- 
ment'of a degree of good temper equal tq 
his own. ' 
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The countenance of the second sistef 
bears a stronger resenibljnl’e to*thfit of 
my friend ; it speaks a. soul endowed with 
supeiior powers ; a ^ore refined sensibi- 
lity, ji more lively perception, a more cul- 
tivated taste. When the arrival of her 
husband (who had been detainecl hy the 
business of his profession, which is that of 
a physician) was announced, I’ marked 
the emotion of her spirits. S>lie presented 
him to, her brother, with rfn air that seern- 
ed to demand bis approbation of hei' choice; 
nor was she disappointed : tlie appearance 
of the young man was too prepossessing 
to fail of making an immediate interest in 
the favour of my friend, whose sentiments 
w^re no sooner perceived by bis sister, who 
eagerly watched them in the, expression of 
his countenance, than her eyes sparkled 
with delight. — In a few minutes more, my 
friend had the pleasure of embracing his 

two brothers : the eldest, whb is a year 

* . * * ** . 

■ his senior, is now priest of the* neighboiu- 





\ng village. A man of mild aspect, and 
gentje manners; At an early age, he 
made a sacriliee ofv,„ambihon to love, and 
married a young A\toman, Avliose oower 
Avas made up of beau^^and good teiuper. 

Of ‘the numerous •'offspring Avith Aelncli! 
she has presented Ivm, the t\\ o eldest re- 
side with their grandfather — the- youngest 
has but two days seen the ligiit ; and all 
the others theiv uncles have ])romiised to 
{ivoviclc" for. So tlmt llie g-ood man looks 

with a smiling aspect upon futurity. •• 

• - 

The youngest brother of my frieml, is a 
professor of the art of surgery. A dap- 
Jfer little gentlenlan, with a smart wit, and 
perfuirfed handkerchief. liis brother Hen- 
ry says, he is a little affected by a disorder 
called Puppyim^' but that he has sufficient 
staminS, in his constitution to conquer the 
disease ; Aviiich, it seems, is a very com- 
mon one at his time of life. 

i 



(lid Calh, ' ii> j)rop>‘re.ss ot 

iijN f{>nniey, Ik' hold i)ap|}it*‘r 

^"nrU‘ thaii I lull \vhu:lv^a<nv smriniiuicd the 
]R‘:ndi ».t Ml 1 )ci)lu/io h \V luui 1 saw 
down al '{!u‘ sM[)|)cr~( ai)U\ I hew 

to Hiiidv die (‘usN>ni of socaaU nuuds 

* » 

a<‘t vi doyctlu'r so riflKudoiis ns^ I had hi- 
tjaal'* ('on^idcaial i(. At \\)v ('oiudusion oi* 
tht' irpasl, tlu' c'ordKll wish oi health was 
Kuituallv exoluino'ed : and a odass filled 
'Ai(h oeneious w nie was presscaf Jo the 
iq)s of eaelu i‘fi token of* sipcRTity. Idle 
riK'(a t'>d sonj^- w cnl loiind, ew ery voice 
was in niiison to strains of joy, *and eveiy 
( ountenaiK‘C‘ was inadialed w it]i*the smile 
oi' satisfaetiom Before .llicy parted for 
di(" nijr’ht, tfie oM i^-ent ieinan, 'accordjm^ to 

• I, . * , 

a \ei) slian^e enstom of' his own, kiiei^L 
down ill tlie ifiiddle of liis family, and^ 
wliile the tear of jov strawed dowja his 
Venerable Cheeks, .uffpred np the sac rifict' 

.Tinio, 


^ OL, I r. 
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of lhanksgivii\<r to tlic throne of t])c Eter- 
nal ! ' 

Alas! this poor gcJitlcman is not siiih' 
ciently enlightened to 'perfonu I’oo’pih to 
System. . He has never been eonvineed, 
that vice ^lid virtue arc only (pialities of 
imagination; and is rleplorahly ignorant of 
all theories, save that'^of a good eonseienee, 
— Nor has his wife advanced one stej) tar- 
ther than himself towards throwing off 
the prejudiees of (.'liristianhy. And what 
IS still worse — the manner in which they 
have ri vetted these prejudices in the minds 
of their ehildreri, seaicely admits a hope, 
that any of them will ever become con- 
verts io Atheism, or ha\'t3 sullicient spirit 
to excliange the morality of theii' Shastcr, 
for the doctrine of external circumstances. 
On ntaking inquiry of my friend concern- 
ing the cause of this p)henomena, he iur 
formed me, that his father and mother, 
who were of different -sects of Christians, 



ag-reed, that the religion taiight their chih 
♦ Iren should not he indebted for its* sup* 
port to (he peculiar dogmas of eitlier; but 
should (‘liietly rest on the authority of 
that .^Jiasteg which has so deeply incurred 
the dis])leasuVe of the jiliilosophyrs, — His 
mother was the daughter of a priest of t lie 
sect of Dissenters, wlio had bestow ed sucli 
particular pains on the cultiv.ation of her 
understandings as actually (pialified her for 
‘ OndiK'ting the education ol' her ovvm cliil- 
drem 

It IS, ])crhaps, to this uncommon and 
extraordinary c‘ircuinstance, tlial.thc cdiih 
dren of Mr Denbeigji are indebted for 
man} of those peculiarities which at pre- 
sent* (listing^iish their eliaracters. It i,5 
from tliis cause, that tlie daughters have 
become learned, without losing their ^mmi- 
Hty ; that they are gay, without being fri- 
yolous; tliat in conversation, tlieir spiight^ 
hness is ftce from the lightness of vanity, 



wild their serH)usij(.‘ss tioni the arroo^anee ol 
svih-coneeit. Mrs Denhciifh, not eonsidei- 
inii,' th(^ pixsserval ion of io-noraiK^e absolute" 
ly lua^essaiy (oMard^ the perfect ion of the 
I’eiiiale charaeteo never soul heu' dau^diters 
to tin: soiniuaries tiiat are lestahlished foi 
that purpose, !)ut sutfered them, from in- 
fancy, to partake Avith their brother^, in 
the ad\’anta,<j:;es of s()lid insPnietion.“-d>e' 
ini^ early taugdit to make a just c'stiinale 
of tilings, tliey Icairneil )io\e to \ ahu‘ tlii‘ 
perjonnance of every duty ., nor was theii 
attention towards tliose annexed v.ats- 
toin to their situation, lessened Iroin a (‘on 
sideratioi-i ot' tlieir siinpliidty. In theii 
minds the torch of knowdedge was too 
lldJy lit, to U'ad to the (iangerous path of 
singularity, into wdficli iinMuiry I'eifiales 
liav^e 1)^^ its feeble gliinim^ring been so oft 
betrayed. I -can almost venture to assert, 
tliat the blooming kanma, at this moment., 
manages tlie doim?sti(* etamomy of lier fa- 
tkefs house, w itli as much prudence and 



! • 

as could hv cxpec'tvd fV(nn tiu 

» 

most ac(‘oiu[dishcd fcuhild tliat c\Vr i«siK;d 
t roii.^ a i^'cniccl Ifoarding-scliool -I hat she 
js asVlutiful, a.^ adVctioiiale, as ()l)edieut U» 
lu'r jviroits, as if s'hc had nevei looked 

into ain' book but a Novel, and will re- 

• • 

g'ard ilteir iiu'iuory wdlb as imieh liliai ve- 
uciatioiu as if ilu^y had never iurnished 
hei iniud walli an idva, or lauylit her any 
oliu’r dufY; save how lo dress and play at 
^^ards ’ *. 


dhiE 'week lliat lias elapsed sniec my 
arrival at Violet -Dale, lias been sjient in 
alternate visits to the son,^ and soiis-iri- 

•law of ]\Ir Dcnbeigli.' *As ihe most beau- 

y • * 

tiful symmetry of feature eludes (lie skill 
of the painter, so dy the (piiet salisfactians* 



of life, tliougl) sources of Hie truest plea’^ 
sjjre, bid (leliance to tlie powcus of dcs^ 
crijilion : I shall tliercfore of this week 
only Tiiemioii one little iucideiit. Vvhieh 
pleased, in spile of its siinplicil} : 

On the second nay alter our airival, 
wdiile Mr and ]\Irs Denl)e)f>’h, and the 
iov.ely Kii'ina, ■were lisleiiivii;’, witli looks 
of coniplacciu'y and delight, to the reeita! 
iiKide hy iiiy friend of some of liis adven- 
tures in India, IVIr Denheig!) was infoiin- 
ed, iliat a person wanted to speak ydlli 
him, — It was a country-man, wlio oeing 
hy, universal consent admitted into the 
parlour, declared his business. It was, 
to pay to tlm old gentlcpiau a small sum 
qf money, Avliieb, it appeared^ liad been 
lent, with little prospect of return. lie 
received for Jiis jiunetuality the encou- 
ragement of praise; and Emma, unbidden,' 
arose from her emliroidcry, to present him 
some w'iiie for himself, , and swcel-cake to 



lakei home to his eliihlrcn. Tlie poi!* 
man was, by this kindness, 'cmholdeued U> 
locpiacity. “ Yes,” sai<l he to iNfi’ Den- 
heigJi, “ I defy tlie whole world to say, 
that Gilherl, Grub ever remained (me hour 
in any mau^s debt, after he was able to 
i^et out. of it. And :vs your honour* was so 
p-ood to me in my nece.ssily, and lent to 
me when, no one else w(iul(l, it was ^ood 
reason to pay your honour first. But, per- 
haps, you have not lieard of the stran<^e 
behaviour of Mr Danilcy?” 

“'Mr Daruley ! ’ repeated •Emma, sirs- 
[)ending her work to listen, 

•“ What of Mr Darnley?' ^aid Mr Den 
lieigh. 


“ Why, sir, you must know,” said the 
peasant, “ that old Benjamin Grub, who 
lir-ed in one of Mr Darnley ’s fi te cottages, 

9 a • 

‘to whom,_l am sure, both yourJionour and 



iKcse iwi) 0*00(1 ladit's lia\ c* oiv(’n ioan\ 
and nniny a shdlino'/dicd loiday was 
cio'ht da^ s ; and, on opciiino* iiis wdK udi?^ 
do you llm\k hi* should lia\c Icll lub .sole 
Ik'ii, hut Mr l)anilo\ ' 

Wiial could the ]M)or cieature laive t( 
icaxe:' said Mrs Deiiheio'h, J ic was ihr 
very jhictuie ot‘ u relcliedness. " 

'■’* A\s so he was/’ returned the o-nin 
loiis old man ; and ihal was the very wa} 
he look to scrape together such a mine i/' 
wealtli. A\h:uld you^ heheve it, madam ^ 
Jn the \er}* lags that covered him, hlly 
golden guineas were concealed, and a Jmn ■ 
dred more wine found in his house ; hat 
no matter for that, if it had heen ten limes 
as mucdi, it all went to Mr Darnley. And 
ihough, to he sine, we could not blame him 
for taking it, yet some of us tliouglit it 
nfaiu hard, that wlijle so mail}, of his own 
llfsh and hiood were in a starving condi- 



vpr 

non, ‘cill this store of sjionhl <j;o 

ouv w ho iuul cDou^'h ol hi^ o\vn 

'• Uut, whilst his own velatioirs kft liiin 
to slcir\cs liad he not heeii supported h\ Mr 

Dainlc) s bounty said 'Mr l)enheiL;h. 

« • 

• • 

Av. that is IrueA said iIk‘ peasant; 
lull, as old Sain (dvnh of tlu^ Mill saj s, 
ifans one of us had a-knowai of hi^weallli^ 
wc wandd all have been as'kind fo bun as 
tile scjuiie ' 

Ah’ Darnley ou^hl eerlainly to liavc 

made some prescml to the f)ld maifs u'la' 

lions,” said Mi Denhemh. Ay, sir, I 

ihotiyht lie miit’lil luf y'iveii.some small 

lluup,- amoii;;;’ usA said the ]>casanf hut 

iievei eould liav’e imayiued, that 1 r‘ umuhf 

lidvc behaved in the way he did/’ 

'' • 

“Co on, " said Mv Dcuhcio-]), kililt'iiii!; hi-: 
hrows 



' T1 1 C cheek of I'nnna grew pale v she 
roolv up her iiet‘dle, but remained in the 
atlilude of attention, wliile the peasant 
proceeded^ 

You must know, sir, that after having 
had a long confaliulution with the sexton, 
wlio is liimseif a Grul), the first tiling the 
squire did. ^\as to send for all the Grubs 
in the jiarisli, man and woman, to come to 
the funeral. Some of us were sp much 
stomaclied, tliat we did npt much like to 
go. But, says I, though Benjamin has 
been unnatCiral to us, that is no reason that 
we should be unnatural to him. So we all 
went yesterday morning, at the hour ap- 
pointed, and found all things prepared for 
the fi'ineral — and a gallant funeral it was ; 

’ c 

it would have done j^ood to the heart of 
any of liis friends to have seen it. When 
we raurned from the church-yard, Mr 
Darnlcy, \vho was ])imself chief mourner, 
desired us all to go hack with him to Ben'.s 



otta'ge, Avliere wine was ponifd out for i‘s 
hy Mr Darnley s butler, x^'Ho is himself 
very grand gentleman.— W hen we liad 
<lran’k a glass, IMr Dainley gf)t \i]), and 
said— “ My friends,” says he, “ 1 hojic 

none of ype, will have a*ny eause to repent 

• * ^ 

the choice made by your kinsman ol a 
Iruslce, for the disliibulion of his pro- 
perty, for I cannot.look upon his Wall in 
any other light. — Here are twenty of you 
present. Ten grand-chihben of his l>ro- 
thers, and as^many (.lescendanis from his 
vincles. To the first I haw allotted leu' 
guineJls each, to the latter fivb, which dis- 
poses of the whole humlred and bfly 
found in his possession — and I hope it is a 

0 #-9 

division with wdiidi you wijl all he satis- 
fied.” Wc all cried out with one voil'e, tliat 

ft • 

Ills lioiiour was too good ! too generous ! 
that lie should, at least, keep one half to 
' himself. God forbid!” said he, that 1 
should take a farthinii: that mv'conscience 
'told me was the property of ariiother I”—' 



:h}(} 

And he looked so pleased, and so good 
huinourcd ’ and ^\c w ere all so astounded 
with delight i for your honour nmsl know* 
that ten gt:iiieas to a poor man is a mighty 
sum ! All ! your honour can ha\ e no notion 
what it is, udicn a man lias hcen working 
from hand to moutli, now scrambling ti) 
net out of debt, and then fallinn; back into 
})ovcrly — what it is to be at once, as I 
may say, set above the wa)rld 

•Tlic eyes of Emma glistened whtb delight, 
and the sw^cet tint oi' tlie ojiening rose-bud 
again mantled over licr lox ely cheek. -^—Thc 
peasant contiiiuc^d — 

Well, sii\ wc {\h:Yt scar(ady come 'to 
our senses, as I may say, wdieii Earmcr 
Stubble's cart came to the door, with old 
Martha Grub who kept the penny-school 
on the Green Common, and wlio broke 
lier leg lasi year on going up to the hen- 
roost* We^i had every one of us forgotten 



*>1(1 Martha, but were all uiJljng to elui^ 
lier share. “No, no/’ iviitT tlie* ’scyiire ; 
“ you must all keep vvhat you liave got, 
it was luy fault, for not being* beltei' in- 
foriiuid ; but Martlia sliall be no lo^ca/’ 
said lie ; “ I* w ill give her li\ e guineas oul 
of my own jiocket r“—Wlio would lia\'e 
ihoLiglit he would have behaved in such a 
manner 


“ It vas indeed acting*\c‘ry handsomC' 
]y,” said Mr Denbeigh. 

‘‘ iSh)bIc, generous l)arn!(‘y T said Fmma 
“ It is just what I woul(^^ ha\'e expected 
from him !” 

The old man took his leave. And 

* • 

pray,” says my friend, as soon as lie was 
gone, “ wdio is Mr Datnley ? Is it. lie 
whom I well remen'iber bieaking down 
your fences, in following his fox-hounds:” 
No, iio,” returped Mr Denbeigl), “ that 
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Vas the elder brotlicr of tliis Daiiiley, 
who was then, in ohediencc to the will oi‘ 
his father, pieparing for the Bar. He was, 
as you have just heard, too fond of justice, 
to he very partial l-o -tlie practice of tlic 
!a\\' ; and on the dcatli of tliat elder hn)- 
tlier, w lu) broke his neck one morning in 
limiting, he come down to Darnley-Lodge, 
\\ here lie has ever sin(*e resided. * 

He Was soon discovered to be a very 
strange, wliimsical tsort of a creature, liy 
die iieiglibourihg \s(juiia^. — The sufferings 
of a poor timorous animal, liarasse'd by 
fatigue, and tortured liy the* agonizing sen- 
sations of excessive fear, were not neces- 
sary for Ills amusement. He could enjoy 
miieh pleasure in Avalking oyer a fine 
country, without being the butcher of 
either liarc or j) a it ridge ; and take delight 
in ramliling by the side of our river, 
though bis Heart never felt the trinmpli 
ofrbeholding"*the dying struggles of a poor 



uon^'^or exulted in its writliing agony* 
wliilc Icaiing" the barbcft dart IVoiu it^ 
lacerated entrails. Ills injnd sougltt for 
other’ oI>)ects of gratitication. 'Tlie study 
of niiseralogy and IxMany, an ex(|ui.sitc re- 
lish for the beauties of nature, refined In- 
• • • 

an ac([uaiulance witli *the sister arts oi' 
poetry and painting, gave sidVu’ienl inte- 
rest to tlic^ rural seenery, without any aid 
from the misery ol‘ inon'ensive animals 
To the' amusemeuts of elegani literature, 
ho has adde(f^ those of agrieultural im 
j^rovemenl. He comes heiv to take 1113^ 
advice about the latter; and yn the ior- 
lucr, 1 believe, be comes trfconsull Emma, 
who will <rive you the best account ol his 
taste.” 

Emma, at that moment, voy suddcnl} 

recollected something she .had left in her 

• •• 

own room, for wliich she went ni f>rcat 

^ 

haste, and the .old gtjiitleman proceeded. 
At the time that our acquafntance with’ 
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^Mr Danilcy coiiinienccd, Einina \Vas in 
licr Mna iitcH'nth year. IJc found her mind 
more ndtixated tlian is common willi 
oivls ot' tliat age, and took d(‘hght in iin- 
proving lier already ‘Idrmed taste.- Ifis 
conversation w as 'tar sn])enoi, in‘])oinl of 
tleganc'c and ijiforniation, to tl)at ot any 
])eison slie had (^\(T met Milh; besides, it 
must j)e confessed, I'hat tluie is a chann 
in the manners of a man who has seen 
souicthing of‘ the world, and been accus- 
tomed to mo\'e in t'he iippei circles ol‘ life^ 
wliicli is \eiy captivating to a delicate 
mind. I sluv the ' impression that w as 
made on my ])0or Emnufs, and trenihled 
for tlie ])cace of my sweet child. I fear- 
ed, tliat by a<a}uiring a taste for tliat sort 
of refinement of sentiment aigl uianners, 
w liicli is so larely to be met with in the 
country, slic m'pglit injure her future liap- 
pine.^s. I know not if Darnley perceived 
my uneasiness, but ^ soon took an oj)por' 
[unity of speaking to me on the ^ubjcc't. 



jle told nio ll»al h iN uflcct*'von fui’ in\ 
(Uiuj^iitcr slicHili! !<)ni2: ag'? Iiavc icd hfiii ' 
proposals lo me on inci a(‘(‘ou]it, but 
[hat tli</ dispabily ot' theo a^es had reii 

deuaMiiut anxious (d iiiakc such aji iiiteiassl 

# 

m her esieta*!. as sup[>lv the place 

of that romantic' passi^m uhic'Ji, diiniio 
Uie ic'i^n ok iaiK'w is deemcsl esscullal to 
uuptia! ha‘p[)iiu‘ss. a[)pro\ ed ok his con- 
duet, and told liiiiK tliak \n icgaid \o my 
daui;'ht^KS, 1 had laid down a rule lo^^hi(■l] 
I ,h:ul invaiaaiMy adluaed, and liiat was, 
TieveV !f> t>'i\e my cousei'il b,> their enterini^ 
into any en<^ag*cment/ bcdorc they liad em 
tered tlieir twxailieth year/ 

‘‘ Then you chd not intern} lliey slioulci 
marry nalxjas, ' said my fViemk W hj, , 
we Indians never tlhnk ok any thing h(*» 
vend sixteen/' 

''Then yon do not^jhink of the bless- 
ng ok nmlual happiness/' said* Ins fathce» 


VOL, in 



why not returned my friend ' li t 
think' of liappines*^ in the ))ossession of 
youth and heai’ty ; and our youno’ wives 
llnnk of it in tlie enjoyment of our for- 
tunes.* — Is not lliis heino' inulually ha;)])y r’’ 
Sliort-lived Jiappiness rejuined his f'a- 
tliei, whiel) is eertainly extinguislied by 
satiety, and probably succeeded by disi^^ust. 
— The first sight sympalhy of souls/’ con- 
tinued JNIr Denl)eigh, '' is laughed at by 
any \vell cdu(‘atcd girJ ; but such an union 
of minds as includes a sinuJarity of taste 
and sentlmeni ; sucli a degree of esteem 
as is essential to mutual confideiUT, is, in 
my opinion, altsolutely necessary lielu cen 
two j)e(>j)le, wlio are to be hound in part- 
ncrshi[) for life. And is a girl of sixteen 
a proper judge of the (jualities necessary 
for such an union “ But, if I mistake 
not," returned jhy friend, ‘‘ the age of JVIi 
Darnicy very nearly doubles that of my 
sister.” '' IVue,” replied the old gentlc- 
j^ian ; but Mr Darnley does nqt man} 



ElUlha Tiierely on aot^oiint of lier prctA 
taco. Ncidier (lr>cs she :()Csto\v ^ie^^fl^ec 
lions on his foiiuiKs I1ic lender friend- 
shi]t iliat already sid)sists Ijetnaaai them, 
is eeniented h\ evteein foi leal virliKvs. 
If it had been ot hervfise, it is not ]\Ii 
I)arnle\ s tortune (t Ifough tar bevond what 
a eliild ot' innu‘ is by any means entitled 
to) that •should liavi* tc‘ihj)ted me to wit 
Jicss the saerific‘e oi‘ her future peace/' 

Here the :L>\u)d i;entlemau w as interrupted 
by tlie entrance of tliis very Mr Danikw’T 
who*had come to pa\ his co!nj)liments to 
the familv, on the arrixid of my friend. 
His noble as[ll^ct and graceful manner, a])~ 
pai ently justilied all that ha(l been said in 

his favour; and tlie s\ve(‘t l)lusJ]t?s that 

• • 

.spread them.selves over tlie eountenance 
of the fair maiden, on Miiexpeeledly be- 
holding him — told, thnt the old gefitlcman 

had not been wioiig in his t'onjecture.s 

» • 

concerning the state ol her liuart. 
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Bill wha! (loes Maandaara lliirik oi'‘ ihc 
doclianc'of i>lr J)enlHai>;h Not suttlr a 
^laiii^hter h> ruler into an rnjjjagaincnt of 
inaniaiic bdoie sin* is twenty 'Ibvcjily* 
— w hy twniU is n!d enough for a ^jaiid- 
mother! 1 fear lli'e reasonings of Mr Dein 
heigh would make as lew eoiu erls in flin 
doostan, as in the Bnglisli seminal ies, 
ndiere young ladies are ^e;//t'( //j/ educated. 


\Vr. have jin3 returned iVom spending 
the day willi the eldest dahgliter of ]\Ii 
Denbeigln 

Tlic (‘omjiany assembled were numerous 
and ga), and the entertainment given 
them by the merelaint, was at onee sub- 
stantial aiuf splendid. — -I sliould not, how- 
ever, have thought of mentioning' it, but 



foi the sake of one ot {lie ohicsIs, whose' 
behavKmr will give you .Home idea (t1' ike 
manners .nul eonversatioiioi suedi people oj 
stifle as are suHered to go ahioaej alter the 
loss -ol* their senses. — When such people 
tisil, they ^nake use ol‘ the (yuijiany as 
tlieir Chiibdars aiuralvvaiys kec'p them 
waiting fo^' their appearance sueli a lengtli 
of time, ‘as may git e them^ suificient op- 
portunity I'or discussing their liirlh, titles, 

* • 

and situation. This lady was accordingly 
annoLinccak IVefore her a[)|)earance, to he 
th(‘'wife of a recruiting ..oTficer, and iif 
tcentli cousin to an Irish Lord#— a circunn 
stance, of wliich \vc mighi haw remained 
in iirnorance, had she arrived at tlic same 
lime willi tlie rest of the coinpany. 

V'hcn she entered, llie lieighl of I lie 
eliourie that adorned her liead; the length 


* The serviuit whose biuiwess it is to proclaim the 



of l)ie trail) of silk wliicli followed lier 
into tlie room, aod whiel) did not disdain 
lo w i])e t])e feel of the geiilleinen ; the 
sranty si/g of' the veil of modesty^ wdiich 
coveied, or ratlier, which did not c )\ er 
hei hosoin ; tluMjuickness of her stcj), the 
undaunted assurance oj'her mein- all spoke 
file (‘onscioLisness of her own superioiity 
1 lisleiuai to her eonvmsalion with the 
most ) espe(‘tful attention, till she mention- 
ed a circiiinstance, that at oma* sinu'k me 
witli astonishment ahdlmrroi. London/' 
she said wais now heeome (jiiite a desert, 
not a single being remained in towiif’ 
** I.ondon !’’ repeated 1. London ! that 
populous city, whieli was late tlie residence 
of so many hundred tliousand people; is it 
possible, tliat it (*an so suddenly liave ))cen 
rendeied desolate?'' Lard bless me/’ re- 
turned tlie lady. every l>ody knows that 
there is not at tins time a single creature 
in London : and so I told the Captain be- 
fore we went, but he would go, and staid 
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ivliole ten (lays : yon never knew any 
thinjy^ NO horrid ! Not oi\e <*rt^atrw'e was 
1)0 seen 

Horrid, indeeck"' repeated ]. Alas ' 
poor Doctor Severan, wliat, in the genera! 
{*alai]iity. is beconn? of him ?'' A smile 
whicli sat 111)011 the fa(‘es of the company, 
and l()C)k ol' comyassi(Ai with whicii llie 
benevolent Mr Denbeigh at* that moment 
seemed to regard my informer^ made me 
suspect her insanity; jind she, indeed, said 
enong]) afterwards fully to yonfirm my sik^- 
picio*n. 

J^oor thing ! she was so incapable of 
concealing her inisfortuhe— -that slie seem- 
cd lo pi(juc herscdl' on having taiiiterl al 
the sight of a red gown in the inonlli of 
July, a convincing |)roof,lhat slic was not 
then in tlie possessicjai of lier nink'rstand' 
ing. — The derangefnent of lK*r faculties, 
may, perhaps, be accounted for, from tljc 



t:mny fmshLs and shocks she has )nrt wiili 
in a cou,ntr\ lov n, where Jier liushvnd is 
u n fo r t un a t e I V t ] u a r I e r ed . 

The Jrigh/s,^^ Sfie saal eariH" to visit 
iier, and some of their heads were so hidcunSy. 
that slu* Inought slic-shouid hat e died ar 
tl)e sight/' No wonder that sueli a eircain- 
stance should have [)rodiiee(i falai (.dfects 
upon a feeble n\iiul. Like most j)eo^>lc 
wlio iaboio' under this sort of delirium, she 
was allogellier iineonseioiis of her unha»)p^ 
s^^^uation, and really seemed to enjoy a 
fancied pre-enainence over the daughters of 
I\Ir J)enbeigh, an<l many otlicr females of 
sound mind, who were assembled upon 
tills occasion, Alas ! poo? lady/' said I 
to myself, how pitiable is thy situation 1 
How mncli more would it have been to 
thy advantage, to have j^ossessed one grain 
of the good sense of these amiable females, 
whom thy folly holds in such derision, 
than to liayc been cousin to all the 



ionls 111 Chri.sU-iidom ! Had njit. l liy ma 
lady iVpughi bliiidiK-.ss t(/ i,lifiK' cyl'.s, ihoij 
nii<rhlt“st. doiditk'sh. Iiuvc heludd in the 
slieefs of London, thousands,; and ten 
thousands of thy sujieriois in the scale of 
human execHence ! '- - Bill iJins il is, that 

f » 

th'e dust of folly whii'h. is shaken inlo llic 
eyes hy hand of atfectalion. jiroduces 
the pena’ption i^f objects 

May .we liai e our eyes enliglllened hy 
tlie (a)!lyriuni,f of judginenl — so shall we 
i)C able to observe oittselves^iu thejninor 
of trulli * 


* CoOvrium. Ciude Anliiiioiiy, .iikI sonitlinios le;i(I 
«jre "round to un iiii}vdlpal)lc powder, Mhich the })eoplf 
of India put into their eyes, h\ iiH'anb of a polished wire. 
They fancy it clears liie si^diU and increases the lushe 
of llie eve. 



I HAVE liad llte unexpected salislaetion 
of beholding the sisi'er oi’ my hrst English 
friend. Yes, IVIaandaara, ('liarlotte Percy 
is now the guest of AJr Denheigh, and yon 
may judge liow much sueli a circiimstiUK'e 
has aug'inented tlie j)leasurc of Zaarmdia. 

I did not till lately discover, that Morley 
farm was in the neighbourhood of ’Piolct- 
dale, and not many hours elapsed after the 
discovery, till, in company with Denheigh 
and his sister Emma, 1 went to visit the 
late residence of tlie benevolent old man, 
whose character is still spoken of in this 
neighbourhood, in terms of respect, grati- 
tude, and affection:' The weather was se* 
lenc and temperate, such as at Almora we 
frequently enjoy in the depth of winter ; 



/L wa.^wliat is licie (‘ailed a fii^" auriimiial 
nioniin'^“. I1ie tiees, whicii weie so l:fjel\, 
riotliediii ihe li vei y c')!* 1 lie l^ro- 

phet/ ha\'e now assiinuai a i^Teafcr variety 
ot coU)uriiiu;- -~u Idle some have had llieir 
oaecij coals (»hani>’e(l into tlie soJier lint of 
tlic cdnnamon ; and olln'is liaxe taken the 
lawny hue of tlie orauov. 'riK‘ leaves of 
main, vVldch, like im«Taeious children, had 
foi Sicken their parent slein, ruslled in our 
path. Of all tile vocal inliahilaiits of tlie 
woods, one litldc liird altine, like tlie faith- 
fill Pi'ieml who reserve's liis* seiw’iccs ior 
ihc hour of adveisity,' sitting oji the lialf- 
strijiped boughs, r^iised till' .sof^ note of 
consolation to the deserted grove. 

Emma, w'j)0 W'as oui eondiictiess, sai^l 
slie w'ould take us l)y the private road, 
which had been a few yeaiS ago made by 
IMr Morley and her fatlTer, to facilitate the 
intercourse of their Epnilies. W'e soon 
arrived >vhcre tlw? wooden bridge lia*! 



slood ; but alas! il wais now^ no 1(>i]o;ci 
passahU'. A tcov of its ])lanks halfAloaled 
on llie stioani — llic vest liad been carrie<! 
away by tne tanner, to make up a lireai'l] 
in tile fence. Ah ! ' said Emma, ('ould 
poor Mr Alorley now see that bridi^e! — 
but do not inentiou it to my father. I 
know how it would vex liim to liear of il/^ 
M e ])roceeded on anelher road, aiui, at the 
distaiu'e ot‘a few pac'es from the bous«#, we 
met with a second disapj)ointiuent. At- 
tempting; to o|)en ft small <;\‘ie that led to 
the fiont door of liie house, a little boy 
came out t(‘) tell us that it had been nailed 
up, and that we must <^o through the yard 
where the cattle were feedinna 

Ihnma begged we might proceed no 
farther, and we were about to com pi v 
w ith her ixaiutst, when the wife of the 
person w ho now^ reiits the farm came to us. 

Ah ! how' glad AEss Percy wall be to see 
you, Aliss r cried slic. 1 did not think 



i\vdi my son could have l)ccn^^l)ack iVoin 
Hie dVIc so soon." 

rUiss Percy!" said Isinina. \\di:U of 
Miss [\‘rcy ? W'lien did } on hear of'iicrr" 


Did you not kno\V I hat she (‘aine heic 
yesieida\ : ' retmiicd the woman. "She 
sent a *lelku to let, you know' that she in- 
iended i^oing o\'er to the Dale lo-nii>‘hi. 

'' Sent a leltpr !" returned Jhnma. "MHia-r- 
loUc. used not to he so cereuionious." 

“ Indeed she is not Avhat slie used to 
he," returned the farniefs wile. Slie is 
S()*melancholy, tliat 1 neveiysaw tlu‘ like. 
Soon after she came, yesterday iw'ening’, 
she went out to the gardcui, and, would 
you believe it? tlie sigdit of tlie jiotatoes 
Jny husl)and planted in tlie place niy old 

master used to call liis \"elvet*\f alk, and 

. • 

w^hich hf used to have inowai<"very week. 



(tlioug'li tli^c grass was good for nothing, 
to Iw SMiw l)\it,to be swept away ^Is if il 
liad been rnbbisli), and where he used tc? 
sit of an e\ening in llie (jueer-Iooking 
(‘liaii\ that now, wlicii it, is turned upside 
down, does so well for a hay-raek for tlie 
A'oung eahes; wouid you believe it. Iier 
eyes tilled uilli tears at the very siglit ot 
il r N ()\\\ what could, .inake any one cry at 
the sight of a good (‘rop of' potatoes, is 
more tliaii I can imagine. Jhit, sa}’s niy 
luisband, don't yon see tha^ it is being so 
Ay'iv lonely fluit makcji Miss so inelan- 
cdioly ? So 1 w ent to her, and though slie 
said she liked do he lonely, I would not 
leave her to herself the w hole evening."’ 

\'our eonij)anv w ould he a great relief 
to her spirits, to be sure/’ said Denbeigln 

Yes, for cerMiin,” returned the good 
Avoman, though she took on a little still 
And when she Avent into the paddock^ 



\Vhcrc the little ponev that, .J\Ir IMorle/ 

ii.sed to lide about the t'arui iiow rfins, La^! 

see Miss, says I, if there is pot your uncle's 

poney ; I dare to say ii knows* you. She 

held ,out her hand; and ealled it hy its 

jiaine, and, \vould you'belierc it? it no 

sooner heard her voit'e-than it came seain- 

perin<ij up. — I'oor Mopsy, said she, as she 

■stroaked its ears, and ao-ahi the tears came 

into her eyes. She turned away, hul the 

heast still followed her, neighiTio-^ till \\c 

came to the gate. She* then so begged me. 

to leave her for a few nunutes, that *1 

Avent’on the other side of tin! hedge, and 

saw her go back to poor .\h)j)sy, and laying 

iier hand upon its head, as it held it out for 
• • * . 

Iter to stroak — she burst inUi tears. Dear 

heart, says I, Miss, don't take on .sa") ; iny 

husband will buy you a surer-footed beast 

than Mopsy, at any market in the country, 

tor live jtonnds. 



l\)ni (-liarlottc !’" said Kninia : bid, 
u hy^did'shc ex[)o,se lierscdf to ibis t<jrtuu‘:'' 
Idle good woman stared at Kinnia, whc* 
declined listening to any more of’ iier ecm- 
\ersalion , ])ut, demanding which, way iier 
('oiisin had walketh she hastily ie(juestc(3 
ns t(> follow^ 

How nicely this -grave! walk used 
i)e kept ! ' said Lhnma (as we walked along; 

and see how it is now deslrfiyed. riiese 
slrmbs too, so hvokvn dowirliy the caittka 
how tlie good old Mr Morley used t(^ 
delight himsell* in taking care of tliem ! 
He is gone ! arnk alas ! liow quiekiy are 
the favourite olijeets of his attention likely 
to perish ! — ^ihit the rememhranee of his 
virtues shall not tluis fall into , ohliv iom-- ' 
No ! ’ eontinued tlie lovely moralist ; the 
trees lie lias planted may he cut down by 
sordid avarice ; and tlie luind of brutish, 
stupidity may root out the tloAvers of Ifm 
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garden; ])ui bis deeds of benoyolcnec and 

* 

(diarilv shall be held iii cvJLMlastiiig’ rewieny 
braiice ! ’ 

\r(; were now arrived at tlie gate of a 
meadow, \\di\eli was alinost cneiia led by 
I he stream. A nan*ow^*|)ath winded thiough 
ihe plantation of young trees that orna- 
mented* its banks. — At the root of one of 
these trees, I pereeived a small blight 
object glittering in the rays of tlie sun. I 
approached it,.* and ibufid some lea\'es oi‘ 
ivory, fastened by a silver clasp, w hich, on 
tou(‘hing it, Hew open', and discovered the 
liand-writing of Miss Percy. ^ '' It is 
Cliarlotte's tablets," cried Emma. It was 
in these she used to sketch •the effusions 
of her fancy ,^on any subject tliat occiirred 
— It is still so," continued she, turning 
over the leaves. Here is some poetry-- 

■i>be cannot tliink it any'breach of faith to 

• • 

read it." Read it then^” said Jicr brothei . 
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Slic complied, and read as follows- 

\Vh> , sliiides of Morley! will you not inipart 
Some < onsolalion to niy grief-worn mind ? 

'Mid your deJightfbl scenes, iny sinking heart 
JIad hop’d the sweets of wonted peace to iiiid 

Dear scenes of sweet content, and careless ease. 
Where in unchanging bliss the seasons roll’d ; 
Where winter’s storm, or,^sunlmer’s genial b;eezc. 
Could some peculiar beauty still unfold. 

The charmer hoj^e then perch’d on every hough. 
And sung of/riendshi{> true, anJl love sincere ; 
While fancy twin’d her wreath round youth’s fair 
brdw. 

And num’ry’s annals mark’d no transient tear 

But now — tlie charmer hope is heard no more! 
Gone arc my youth’s lov’d friends ; — for ever 
gone ! 

The dear delusive dreams of bliss are o’er. 

And all fair fancy’s* airy train is flown ! 

Sad mem’iy now must these lov’d haunts invade 
With the dark forms of iitiany a heart-ftilt grief. 



U itii bosom'd sorrows, silent as this shade. 

Sorrows from lenient time that* scorn relieV. 

\s l(eeach Avell known object mein'ry' clings, 

She bids the tear of deep regret to flow; 

Vo every former scene of bliss %he brings 
' The throb of anguish, and the sigh of woe. 

As she retraces every blissful hour, 

Here spent with cliccrfuT ho|X', and youthful jo\, 
Hope lost ! joy gone for ever ; 


The tears whicli liad fallcil on the re- 
maining lines had rendered thejn totally 
illegible. Those which suflhsed ihe blue 
eyes of the gentle Emma, stopt her utter- 
ance ; she hastily put the tablets in her 
pocket — and i,ve proceeded in silence. 

In a spot that wa.s peculiarly sheltered 

'>v a row of bceclies, whose leaves have 

• . 

'low assumed the colour pf the dried cin- 
namon, stood the remains of .in arbour. 
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wliicli had - once been covered with the 
niost^ l^caiitiFul creepers this ungenial cli 
mate can prodeee, but which, unsupport - 
ed, now fell upon the ground : no bad em- 
blem of the mind of their former mistress, 
who sat at the entrance of the arbour, on 
the trunk of a fallen tree.' Her counte- 
nance wore the traces of melanclioly, but- 
the manner in v/liich ohe received the salu- 
tations of my friends, shewed that lier 
heart was still capable of the most animat- 
ed afleclion. Me' too slie received with 
kindness ; th()ugh tlie ideas associated 
witli my „ap])earanec gave a percept il)le 
emotion fo her already agitated spirits. 
She made an eifort to banish the melan- 
choly ideas v;hi(‘h had of late been so fa- 
miliar to her mind ; and haying satisfied 
Emma as to the reasons that induced her 
to stop at. Morley farm, she cheerhdly ac- 
(luiesced in licr proposal of returning with 
us to Violet-dale,^ where she was received 
'with the cOrdial w'elcome of sincere aifec- 



tion ; and where, in the happiness of hci 
friends, her own sorrows Appear th b* foj;- 
i^otten. 


In this temple of domestic bliss, ihe 
tlight of time has been so imp'ereeptible, 
tliat'a whole week, K'hich lias 'elapsed 
since I laid down my pen, ’appears but as 
a day. 

We know that one of the fourteen pre- 
• • * ‘ 

cions things which were produced in the 
churning o^ the ocean, was a learned pljy- 
sician ; hut which of tlie sages of the tribe 

of Vaidya ever contrived a remedy of such 

% 

approved etiicacy, as the conversation of a 
faithful and judicious fjicnd 
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Such a one lias Miss Percy experienced 
in the fetlier of Denbeigh. lie has already 
convinced her, .that tlie indulgence ot ine~ 
lanclioly, instead of being an aniiai)le weak- 
ness, ratlier deserv ing of adniiraiion than 
censure, is, in reality, e<|uaUy sellish and 
sinful It is, he says, the height of ingra- 
titude to the Ciiverof all good, peevishly 
to refuse tlie enjoy meat of the many bless- 
ings that are left us, because we are de- 
prived of'a few, whicli were in their very 
natures perishable: — But, alas !" replied 
Miss Percy, what is left to those whose 
earliest and dearest friends have been 
snatched froim them by the hand of 
death r’' 

Much is left to all,” replied Mr Den- 
beigli. No one, who enjoys the blessings 
of health, and a peaceful conscience, can, 
without ingratitude^, repine. The proper 
discharge of the duties of life is a source of 
happiness to every well regulated* mind. " 



327 


■ “ But how circuniscribcd arc tlie rimi(* 
of t]iose duties to a feiiiaffc, wlw) lias no 
longer any ])areut to attend on ; no family 
to ntanage ; no fortune to bestow in deeds 
of charity; and who has it little in her 
|)ower to heyiscful, even to a friend r” 

“ And is the gift of reason llien no- 
thing f” retorted I\|r Dl-uheigh. “ And 
arc the powers of t he mind to lie dormant, 
because, forsootli, you have not now the 
management, of a faiiMly? or thetcxcreise 
of . the benevolent dffectietus to he git^n 
up, because you have . not 'a fortune to 
build alms-houses ? These arc the mere 
subterfuges of indolence. Believe me, my 
d'ear Charlotte, that whoever seriously re- 
solves not to suffer any opportlfiiity of 
benefiting a fellow-creature to pass 'unem- 
ployed, will find, that the power of doing 
good is not circumsenbed within Very nar- 
row limits. 
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' ^Vhy (let me ask you fartlier) shoiila 
your niiud, (arltjvalcd as it lias been by 
edueation, aufl impiwed h\ lisleuiiij;* to 
tlie convei\satioii of llie enligditeiied and 
judicious ; wliy sliould it Jiot exert its 
powers, not only for your own entertain- 
inent, but for the instruction; or inno'^Liit 
ainuseinent of others 

* 

“ Ah ! sir/’ rchirned Charlotte, *' you 
know how veinale writers are looked down 
upon. The women fear, and hate ; .the 
me^i ridicule, and dislike them.” 

This may he. the case Avith the mere 
mob, who receive every ])rejudicc ujron 
trust,” rejoined IMr Denbeigh ; “ hut if 
the simplicity of your character remains 
unchaiiged— if the virtues of your heart 
receive no alloy from the vanity of author- 
ship ; trust me, my dear Charlotte, you 
will not he 'the less - dear to any friend 
tha,t is deserving of your jove, for ha\ing 



rV)])1oyccI your leisure hours ir^ a w ay that 
is both innocent and ratic^nff.” 

Thus (lid this venerable ol(^ man pei- 
siiade iNIiss Percy to .ie(‘oneile her mind 
to the evils ^of lier destiny, and, by the 
exerhon of c^*li\'ily, * t/) seek (he road to 
contentment- Nor has his atlenlion been 
eoniined to her, also, lie has- honour- 

ed with mueli of his instructive eonversa- 
tion. He has been partie'ularlt solicitous 
to l^iow my (ijunions c*‘oncerning nil that 
I luive seen in England ; land exjiceting 
to reap advantage mim.lns hbservations, 
1 have put into his liands.ii copy of all my 
letters to you. These it was easy for me 
to give in English; it having- been my 
custom to write down such convefsations 
as 1 intended to recite to yon, in tlnh Ian- 
giiage, and after having given it to some 

Ehiglish friend to rerise, liave from the 

* 

corrected cojiy made the trahslaticms im 
Umded for your usev 



Air Dcnbci<>'li was miicli entertaiiir-ii 
witlijiiy account of llic ])liilosoj)hers, but 
said, if it was known in England, people 
would think that 1 intended to turn philo- 
sophy itself into ridi(ade.'' Thus it is that 
the designs of authors are mistaken ! Per- 
lia|)S this is not the’ only pissage in my 
letters that nfiglit, to an English reader, 
appear to be absurd.-— IIaj)pily tliey will 
never be ex[)Osed to any eye, save that of 
my friend.'- -It is therefore sulhcient, if to 
him they convey a picture of the truth, 
such as it appears to bhe mind of Zaarniilla, 

I have already hinted iny astonisliment 
at the number of new books that are every 
year produced in England ; but, now that 
I know what these books have to encoun- 
ter, before they light their way into the 
world, my astonishment is increased ten- 
fold ! Alany and various are the evils wlhcli 
these poor dd venturers have to encounter. 
Besides the \smarting, though superficiaJ 
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pounds, which they may expect to receive 
from ihc sjiKill-shol of ike’liuliey and i;‘eii- 
tlemen educated,^ who call every 

thiu<>’ stup'd that is heyoiid the limits of 
their sU ndci comprehensions, they have to 
sustain the hf^arif blows of those who cut 
dowm every ^^ling' as*AyuAV(7cs‘ty tliat swerves 
from the beaten track over Avhieli they 
have ‘been accustoined to trot. Should 
they be endowed with sufii(‘ient strength 
to survive the attack of toil] These adx er- 
s;irk\s, they .have stiU to pass before -tlie 
focinidal)le phalanx i)f Reviewers; each of 
vvliom, like the mighty Carficeya,* bian- 

dishes in liis luindred .arms a liinulred 

% 

instruments of destruction. These terri- 


"" Tlic Hindoo Ciod of War. He is reprcs(-^te(l*\vith 
six faces, and a luinibcr of bands, inaach of wbicb be 
brandishes a weapon. He rides upon a pcaetxk, and is 
usually found in company \vilh his niotber Parvali, or 
the Mountain Goddess, one of tlie cliaTaclt rs rtf i!r‘ con- 
soil of St;e\a. See Asialir' Researches, vol. ii. 



Lie Genii are said to judge of books Ir/’ 
tlie sii'ell; and \VLen tliat has happened to 
be offensive to tlieir nostrils, have been 
known, l)y o'ne well-aiinetl dart, to transfix 
an unfortunate book to the slielves of the 
booksellers’ shops for ever. Put with the 
p()\verful is found nrerey. Tdstcad of the 
dread weapons of war, these imitators of 
the sons of the mountain-born Goddess, 
sometimes eondesecnd gently to tiekle the 
trembling adventurer with a feather pluck- 
ed froni the plumage of the peacock. ' 

: " I 

Ah ! if ever friend of Zaarmilla’s ven- 
ture to send forth a book into the world, 
may it lind these terrible Reviewers in this 
favourable' mood ! May its perfume be 
pleasing to their nostrils, and its form find 
favour'^ in their sight ! ! 
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I HAVF just received a Idler froiiTun- 
iVieiu) Seveiljin ; it t'^ntains the (lesirable 
iiiibrination, that a shij) will in a lew 
weekt; sail tor Tiuya — the eomniaiuler of 
wliieli is his particular frieiul. In it I shall 
take iny passaajc ; — and* if the powerful 
Varuna is f;,ivoural)le to iny prayejN, sliall, 
in I he proga ess of ;l few teturninp; nio«ns,' 
agarti behold the blessed shores of Ilin- 
doostan. O tliought replete with exlacy ! 
How docs the bosom of Zaarinilla pant for 
the period of thy realization !~iYet shall I 
not purchase that felicity, without* having- 
paid the debt of anguish, in maiu^a tear. 
Before my eyes can be solaced by behold- 
ing the companions of my yoFith, they 
must have been moistened wtth the sorrow 



.534 


oi an c-tcnial separation from every Eng 
li.s]) friciu!. 

I’rom tills amiable family, from the wor- 
thy J)enl)cigii, and the excellent Severan, 
I shall have been parted for. ever. — But 
the rememlirance of -tneir virmes shall be 
tlie conijianions of my life; and the idea 
of their happiness shal,l solace every 'hour 
of my existence. 

I 

Nothing can equrd tlie delight of my 
iViciid Severan, it the success of his ex- 
periment; which has opened a new held 
fur discovery, of which he will not he slow 
to take possession. It is a peeuliar ad- 
lantage att.mikjnt upon science, that the 
gralilieation it affords is not more delight- 
ful to the individual, than hcncticial to 
society ; and it is this consideration that 
enhances every enjoyment of the scientific 
philosopher. 
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\ 1 cannot help thinking, thijt tliis sort (f[ 
{jJiilosophy is more tbvouiaMe to #1110 iiaj)- 
pincss of liiw.a)tarics, than tliat soi^. pro- 
fessed al Ardent-Hall ; but this may Ijc 
owing to tlfe advanita^i^es enjDycd 1 )}^ the 
former, of a hapjher method of c()nductiiig' 
tlieir expcrihjents. 'It ('crtainly does not 
arise in the latter fro^n any want f)f zeal, 
or from a backwar<Jness' to repeat exj)eri- 
ments, that have already been found un» 
siu'cessful. As a proof od this* my fiicnd 
Se'aeran infojans me, that Mr Ax.i 6 m Jias 
persuaded Miss Ardent to Accompany Inm 
to the (a)ntinent, on an experiment ol 
abstract principle^ whicli, Jie says, should 
put a learned female above the censure of 
tlie world.” Aly friend seems. to doubt 
whether the result of tliis exi)crim{‘nt will 
bring peace to the poor lady's hosom\ and 
adds, that it would he no less surprising, 

to see the flame of bhe taper brighten on 

» 

being plunged into nn^diitic. air, tlian that 
;i female, who bids dcfianco to jnodesjy 



t\.id (Ic'conini, should preserve her Jioiioir, 

i 

and her peace.'’ , 

i\Iiss Ardent has resigned her charge of 
the youngCi daugli,ter of Siiv Caprice, to 
Lauy Grey, d'he tcldest daugliler of the 
Ikroneti the Novel-reading .Julia, ha.s, it 
.seems, siiH'ered nuiqa from the unexpected 
metamorphosis of a charming swain; who, 
soon after he had introduced himself to 
lier acciuainlanef', as a hero of exalted .sen- 
timent and tender .s.'msibi lily, was unfortu- 
nately recogni,ycd by certain sagacious 
men, from a place, called Bow-street, to be 
one of the tribe ,pf swindlers. The disco- 
veiy gave such a shock to the nerves of 
the young lady, that .s*lic has been ordered 
to a pktee called Bath, for the recovery of 
lier liealth. Thitlier lier father and mo- 
ther have accompanied her ; and there the 
former, fit the instigation of a teacher of a 
sect called Methodists, has renounced the 
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^oojah of System ; and, instead of buiM- 
}<i<>- a lioiise f(ir spanowh t’o make ^lioney, 
he now iiiio'-xis lo erect a church for the 
edification of the saints. Thus doth one 
follv succetvl to anoilier, in tiie breast of 
him u ho is void of aH ]>ermanent princi- 
ple ! — May , the ndnd of Ma&n’daara be 
furnished by Ganesa^witli the protecting 
sineld of judgmen/, an'd preserved from 
the evils of instability ! 


As tliis letter will Ite sent i)y a small 
vessel called a Packet, which cafries dis- 
patches from this government to th^ coun- 
cil of Calcutta, it will probably reach the 
happy region of Almora some weeks before 
thy friend. 
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'1 anl {(‘ij)at^' lh(‘ roninienis wliicli ilioi 
\\a!f iiaik'j its ('onicails. '] hou wih 

ol;si‘i\c\ llhil lo i‘xt( 11(1 oiu '‘Liiou irdo't* <>i 
the' world, IS iuit lo hcc'or.u' aca|ii:iin i rd 
A\illi J1CU 'iiiodos of jiiuio, vainly, and 
iolly, I'liou wdl j>vi(‘ei\c dial in Ihiiopn, 
as in Asia, an atrne'trd sinyaiLii it y oticn 
passes for snj)crior v^'isdoni ; hold assertion 
foi trndi ; and siekiv last idioiisness foi 
Irue deliianyv of sv nliinent. d'hon w ill see 
that the pa'^sions of incni are e\er\ wlu'u 
the sa'.hc; and that the vari^lv made Ay 
tlic' idol oi* Do**tor Seejitie (existing' car- 
eumstaiu'es) Is uol in the j>assions tiu'in- 
selves^ Init in the complexion of llu‘ oh- 
jeets wdiieh excite tliem. Idioii wilt re- 
mark, tlia^^ thongdi vice and folly ha\e the 
ajipeaialiee of iKang e\ erv wliere iiualomi- 
nant, ‘dial it is oidy the su|)eilieial obser- 
ver, who will from tJienee infer the non- 
existeiK'd of wisdom and virtue. These 
ha\a‘ !)(‘en traced liy j\Iaandaara to llie 
bosom of reii'.emenl, whv'rc he wall ha\e 



thcin cniployc'd in sraUcriny* tlu\ 
.vwjla l hlnssoins oi' <ionu‘sj !<,*• peacH' : aiu! 
(houoh [\]c \<irch of \aint\ glares in,.' on 
» heir* (!\^ nllini>', and tin* haiin^) ot’ fanu* 
sonmis in>i al ♦their approach, ho " htlicvcr- 
(jK‘lc\s.s ha\e remarked pith pleasuic 
e:^lcnt of iheir silent reig'n, rrink with 
Zaannili.n will pily llK\man who can forn\ 

a douhl of their existence^ 

♦ 

^ T .lie. 

(It* llu‘ \ arioush'elii»‘ions V)!* t^e langlisli, 
i ha\e <>iven you a fi^i! and distinct ac'- 
count. \ (U) will ])eri*ei\'e hy it, that lujt- 
vvat hstandin^' the progress of» phdosophy, 
and the report of Sheenmud, *lhat that of 
('hiistianity is not yc/ aUirvltf t\itinct; but 
tlfat, like virtue and wisdom, it lias slid 
some adherents, in llie retired sc(*'iies of 
life.— lOu *w ill, jicrhaps, not liave ja^en 
able to (liscox'cr how the [iraclices enjoin- 
ed by its prec‘epts caji be injuriems to so- 
ciety ; and inclined*to tliink,4hat the lo^'e 
of a Being of ii^inile* wisdoni and good- 





,Mcss, and such a ^’Dvcrniccnt of I he pas- 
sions as (uiahi'CS a man lo lov e his nci.dn 
hour' as himself, can do ng o’rcai h irin to 
{he w'orhLr “Obnoxious as tlie picv'epts 
^\dl^cJl cuv.'c.iand piiril y of hcirt, i(nfcii>ncd 
hciiuilil}, samnify of morals, and simpli- 
city of manners, may l)e lo llie philoso- 
pher, you \\ ill conclnde that they have, in 
reality, been foTiml as little deirhnental to 
tJte repose of the individual, as tlie ex})ec- 
tation of everlastino* felicity has ))een to 
his happiness. 1 am sorry, that the want 
of success attc.ndins^ tlie experiments oi 
the worsliippers of System, presents me 
with notliing to oppose to your conclusions 
better than asserlion ; hut if you ha^ c hall 
the complaisance df the people of England, 
you will think that ought to be sufficient 
to overturn the dictates of common sense, 
though confirmed by the experience of 
ages !— Such faith do these good people 
put in the as.^ertions of philosophers ’ 
a 
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I am calk'd from my pen lo witness r 
ce emoiiy called Signing ih^ Setlltanents, 
which IS pixdiminary to the niarria.^e of 
l\lr Dainley and the l)loon)lng Emma. 
The (la)’ afrm’ io-morn>\c is h.e* I lor then 
nuptials, and on the day following, me 
anfiahie bride (U'parls with her liushamf 
loadt'd ])aternal blessings. Though 

ex ery tluag is lo In; conducted in common 
{onn, and exactly in conformity to Chris- 
liaij prejudices, 'I do nof know hut this 
gen lie and unassuming: girl may have as 
great a chance for happiness, as if she had 
gone oif with her lover on an exj)erimcnt 
oi' abstract principle, 

“ I\lay* the conduct (d‘ those act 

well, afford pleasure to the mind! — May 
you, ye good, find friends in this \eoricl ! 
IMay virtue be for ever to be found ! ' 

In reading- the k\ters of a friend, maj' 
ihe go(\lness ofyds intenti(jn be put in 



ihe haliince w ith hi.s orrfiis ; and where 
ihc loniKT is 4;)iin(l j)!'e(l(intiiianl, niav UiU' 
lail(‘/()C consi^iK’d lo oblivnni ’ 

W h;a c-;uv'I say inorf. 


THR vmi 
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